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AGAINST 
Covetouſnels, 


OCCASIONED | 
By ſome ſcandalous and pernicious 
Fruk of it,in one amongſt us, whole 
heart went after it, 


—_—__ __—_ — 


Written for Admonition to ethers, 
BY 


CHARLES PHELPES 


1 Tim.6.9,10. But they that will be rich fall into tr11pta- 
tion, and a ſnare, and many fooliſh , and hurtful luſts, 
which drown men in deftration and perdition 5 For 
the love of Money is the root of all evil, which while 
ſome coveted after, they have erred from the faith,and 

© pierced themſelves thorow with many ſorrows. 


Joh. 8. 7. He that is without fin among you, let him firſt 
caſt a ſtone at her. I | 
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And. eſpecially to ſuch as have beard the 

 Father,andbeen taught by him as the truth 

is in Jeſus; and know that he is indeed the 
Chriſt, the Savior of the World, 


ff He enſuing Treatiſe was at firſt in- 
tended onely for mine-own private 
\ uſe, and the helpfulneſs of ſuch as 
W by the providence of God are com- 
4 mitted to me to bring up in. the | : 
3D WW Nurture and Admonition of the " 
Sew Lord; abt though. I wasurged by 
the' perſwaſion' of ſome. to mike it publique, yet 
it prevailed nat with me, conſidering min& own 
great weakneſs,” and unmeetneſs, and that another” 
had intended, if God preſerved him, and gave op- 
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portunity to have a blow at this root of all evil, to 

wit , Covetonſneſs, who was more abundantly fitted 

of God, 'and'prepared to every good word, and 

work , and: faithful in the Lord z But nowI confens 

ted, and was willing to do that which og x6 
knew_not-how:to think of 3: The Reaſons whic 
wayed meat laſt hereto , were 


1. And principally , becauſe the Perſon before re- 
ferred. to, Fn , in. the latter: end of the Preface to 
his Treatiſe, Eatituted , Fornication condemned, ſig- 
nified-his intention to diſcover the ſinfulneſs of this - 
Sin , I mean, my deareſt Brother , and moſt faith- - | 
Tul Helper in the Lord , Thomas Moor Junior , was 
removed and taken fromthe earth ,. and died in the 
Lord,before he had accompliſhed,or begun tojaccom- 
_ what ( as to this ,particular)_ was n his 

eart : His dayes are paſt, his purpoſes broken off, 
even the thoughts of his heart, as Job 17. 11, he 
refts froin his ] rs, and his works follow him, 
and ſhall be .rem&mubred 'and recompenſed-in the 
reſurreQion of the Juſt; For the in1quity of our 
Covetouſneſs God was wroth, and ſmote us, in 
taking away that merciful man, that man of kind- 
nefs and godlineſs from amongſt us. Seeand-com- 
pare Tſaiah 57. 1. with Verſe 17. To him to live 
was Chriſt; and to die gain, and it is far better 
with him that he, is departed, and is with Chriſt, 
than to have continued longer in thefleſh; never- - 
theleſs to have abidden in the- fleſh had been more 
ne=dfal for us that our rejoycing might have been 
more abundant in Chriſt Jeſus, and this mercy we 
might have enjoyed had our Converſation Fen 98 
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. | the Reader: 
7 


becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, as Pþil.i. 21-27, | 


" He might have been reſtored to us again , had our 


Converſation been without Covetouſneſs. See Heb. 
13- 5- 19, Our wayes, and our doings have procured 
this ſevere teſtimony of diſpleaſure to our ſelves, this 
is our wickedneſs, becauſe it is bitter,it reacheth even 
to the very heart; My bowels, my bowels, I am 
painedat my very heart, my heart maketh a noiſe 
in me, Icannot hold my peace , becauſe thou haft 
heard, O my Soul (in this ſtroke ) the ſound of the 
Trumpet, the Alarm of War. Compare Fer. 4.18-21. 
with Chapter 6. 13-15. Wounto us that we have fin- 


ned; that though we have ſitten before/God as his 


people, and heard his wprds, ( yea have, been hear- 
ers, made a trade of it) and this his fervant hath 
been unto us asa very lovely Song of one that hath ' 
a«pleaſant Voice, and could play well on an Inſtru- 
ment, for we heard his words , yet have not done 
them, our. heart hath not been, eſtranged from its 
Juſt, but hath gone after its Covetouſneſs, and there- 
fore God hath begun to make us deſolate, and to 
know (by his deprivation) that a Prophet hath been 
amongſt us. ;Ezek. 33. 29--33. He is now taken from 
the evil , and there is no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge ,- nor wiſdom in the grave, where heis, 
and whither we aregoing 3. He hath no more a por- 


tion for everin-any thing that is done under the Sun, 


nor ſhall he return to perfe@ any thing left undone. 
Now then that I might execute the Will of the De- 
ceaſed (though moſt unworthy ) I bave done what 
I have done. 


2, Upon the former account , . and jn concurrence 
with 
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with him that is now-removed, Ihave committed this | 


to publick view, becauſel judge that the evil herein 


warned of, 4s not onely yery hurtful and pernicious 


init ſelf, and provoking to the eyes of Gods glory, 
( as I have endeavored to demonſtrate) but alfo ( as 
I fear ) very muchenclined to, and entertained, not 
onely by fuch as have a form of godlineſs upon then, 
and deny the power thereof, but by ſuchalſo as have 
known, and believed the love that Godihath manife- 
. ſtedtous, in ſending his Son to be the Savior of the 
World ; Oh that their hearts were not too generally 
inclined to-it, yea that this ſpot , which 18 not the 
ſpot of Gods children ,. were nor inits fruitsſo eaſily 
diſcernable upon them, thatit may be found without 
ſecrer ſearch, ſo as that they teach the wicked ones 
their ways, and nos jr} the hands of evil doers. 
I have a little obſerved of late, and ſeen ſomewhat 
of it ( if Ibe not deceived, Oh that I'may be miſta- 
ken in it) ſome grievous, and ſadning evidences of it 
in Gods pteaſant plant; not only in the great miſcar- 
riages of -one, Which occalioned the — this 
place of Scripture, but in athers alſo; in ſome, lead- 
ing them in ſtead of taking wrong , 'and ſuffering 
thermſelves to be defrauded, to do wrong , and de- 
fraud, and that their brethren, and others alſo', and 
that before. the unbelievers, even in their view and 
preſence , cauſingthem to open their mouthes wide 
againſt the:Name of God, and his Dottrine, and ſtum- 
bling and offending the weak, 1 Cor.6.1-9. In others, 
hindring them-from ſuch a promoting the things of 
Chriſt, and endeavoring the good of their brethren, 
in their word, as their hearts have been ſet for , and 
inclined unto, becauſe 'their expectations have on 
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T o the Reader: 
been anſwered in the conveniences, and accommo- 
dations ofthe m—_— this preſent worlds In others, 
ia ſhutting up the bowels of their compaſſions when 
_ and not remembring to ſhew mercy,but even 

ding ſorrow to ſorrow, and increaſing affliction to 
the akflicted , Pſal. 109. 16. Job 6 .14-- 27. and 24. 21. 
In others, intangling them ſo with the affairs of this 
life, thatthey cannot wait ugon the Lord with his ' 
people without diſtraction, and ſo not pleate him 
who hath choſen them to be ſoldiers, 2 Fim. 2.3, 4.1 
might add more, and have ſpoken more particularly, 
but that Llovenort,on this ſubjeR, to ſpeak ſo openly; 
Oh tell it not in Gath , publiſh it not in the ſtreets of Aſo 
kelon, leſt the daughters of the PhiliftinesreJoyce 5 Now 
to this end that I may be fome way inſtrumental to 
\to the awakening my ſelf and others, to fearch, and 
try our hearts _ ways, evento ſearch them as with 
a: candle in' the light of Gods reftimony, diligently 
and narrowly to fearch into-them, that we may,if this 
| iniquity-be in our hearts and hands, put itaways T 


| have therefore been willing to become a fool,Oh that 
! Lcouldruly ſay, for Chriſts ſake. | 


| + 3. Becauſe (as the conſequent of the former) Lam 
! evenafraid, leſt Gods judgements ſhould be further | 
; poured forth upon us,even ſuch,andofſuch a nature, 
| asin. which he will turn the Songs of the Temple into 
| howlings, and fend a famine of hearing the words of 

eheLord,(as is after-faid)) I am perfwaded this iniqui- 
ty retained and ſerved,and the fruit thereof,in ſaying 
to thole that propheſie, Propheſte 1194 to us right things, 
ſpeak ſmooth things, $&c. hath already provoked God 
to make breaches amongſt us, andto order it in his 


To the Reader 
providences, that ſome of theſe faithful ones ſhall no 
more propheſie,that others ſhall not take ſhame : and 


it ſeemsto.me, as if God were ſtill threatning to take.- 
away-his tabernacle, as of a Garden, and to deftroy*- 


his places of the aſſembly ; for the iniquity of our co- 
vetowineſs he is ſtill hiding himſelf, and is wroth, 
Micah 2, 2. 6-11. Oh that we may conſider it, fo as to 
flee it, before the decree bring forth, and the day paſs 
as the chaff, that yet he may turn away his dif, { 
ſure,and comfort us according to the days wherein he 
hath afflicted usz Or however we may be hid in the 
day of the Lords anger , and he may be a light to us 
when we itin darknels. et 

As to my own weakneſs, Iacknowledge thatthe 
ſhame of my face dorh cover me, and | havecauſe ta 
cry out, My leanneſs, my leanneſs; but yet there is 
mercy and grace with him to whom I ſhould ſtudy to 
ſhew my ſelf approved; it ſhould be a ſmall thing 
with me to be judged of men, or of mans day; its not 
he whom man commends, is therefore approved, and. 
no matter though men curſe, if God bleſs ; Oh thatl 
may have to do with him with whom is forgiveneſs, 
that he may be feared; and that he would pardon» 
ing, and healing whatſoever he fees amiſs in me, pro- 
ſperthis work, is the deſire of him who is 
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Gods mexcies,and unskilful in the 
word of his righteouſneſs, 


A Caveat 


k 


The woſt unworthy of the leaſt of | 


Charles Phelpes. | 
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A Caveat againſt Covetou ſnels, 


LUKE 


% 
VP 


I2. 15. 


And be (25d untothem, Take beed and beware of Covetouſneſs ; For 
« mans life conſiteth not in the abundance of the things which be 


poſeſſerh. 
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Hile our Savior in the C—_—_ of the Chapter, 
was (as we may ſee) inftructing, and encourag- 
ing tis diſciples, not to be aſhamed of the Teſtt- 

2 mony.of the Lord, bur to be partakers of the ſuffer= 

'* ings of the Goſpel ; according to the power of 

God, as 2. Tim. 1.7, $8. One of the company ſaid unto him, 

Maſter, ſpeak, to my Brother that be dividethe inheritance with me. 

Verſ; x3. Ic ſeemes the perſon thus ſpeaking had ſome good 
eſteem of our Savior, by the Title he gives him, and ma tter he 
commits to him 3 To which requeſt our Savior anſwers. 

x. Particularly ro the man himſelf: And he ſaid unto him; Mar, 
who made me a Fudge,or a divider over you? He would nor own, or 
exerciſe any ſuch authority as he was a Peace-preacher, and 
while in a mortal body ; he would not take upon him ro divide 
the difference, or determine whar appertain'd roone, or to rhe 
other, though requeſted by one party ; For his Kingdom was 
not of this world, Fob. 18 36. Nordid he'ſeek for, nor would: 
accept of any worldly greatneſs, while here; Yea when rhey 
would have come by torce, and have made him king, he de- 
parted again into a mountain alone, Fob. 6. 15. and inſtrutted 
his diſciples chat they ſhould nor ſeek for ſuch worldly grearneſs, 
as the Kings of the earth may lawfully have, and exerciſe, Math, 
20.25, 26. Luk, 22, 24.26. How unlike to our Savior is he 
rhat pretends to be his Vicar, and would be accounted the 
Heagl of the Chuzchon earth , who not-only judges of private 
matters when deired by one party, and divides to others equal- 
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. A Caveat againſÞ}Covetonſueſs, 

ly rheir rights z but converts the revenues of others to himſelf, 
depoſes Kings , and.acquits.their. Subjects of their obedience ro 
them, aud diſpoſes theickingdonw ro athers.; Yea and cauſes 
their lives ro.be raken away , and fo exalcs himſelf-above all 
that is called God, or thar ts worfhip't, And how unſutable co 
the inſtruRions of our Savior to his diſciples, is the exerciſe of 
the Syvagogue of Saran, the Morherof harlors, and her Daugh- 


'ters; who inflit mul&ts, and outward puniſhments on thoſe that 


rranſpreſs their law, and are more ftrit in puniſhing the breach 
of them , then of his, whois the onely head, and husband of 
his body the Church, ; 

2. Our Savior gives anſwer to this mans: deſire more gene- 
rally, and for inſtruction toothers in this 15. verſe , And. be ſaid 
=to them, &c. Andin this be includes his diſciples as dire&ly 
ſpoken ro, or however ſpeaks in their hearing , and thart fog 
their admonition alſo, | , 

From the occalion of: the words we may note, 
.. x7. Inthat this man now:;makes this requeſt ro our Savior, ' it 
may- teach us ; That while: men fir before Chriſt as his people, 
aud areamong thoſe that hear his word, yet. their heart may 
be far removed from him, and from his teachings, Iſay. 29. 13. 
ir” may be waiidririg:atrer it's -coverouſnefs, Ezek; 33. 31-33, 
While the ourward man is-preſented before.rhe Lord, and there- 
with a man proteſſedly waits upon him ; Yet the heart, and de- 
tire may be fer upen , and wandring after other rhings, ir may 
be led away with divers Iuſts from the mindfulneſs of what is des 
clared; and thereby advantage is given ro Saran ro fteal away 
the word of the Lord ; Yea he now eſpecially watehes for fiich 
an advantage, and is very buſv that he may take away thar 
which was ſown intheheart, Jeſt they thould believe, and be 
ſaved; For the Goſpel isthe word of faich, which would, were 
irrecained, worke faith, and ſo ſave them; faith com@h by bear- 
$nz, and bearing of the word of God, Luk. 8. 22, Greatneed have 
wetheretore to take heed how we hear; ro keep our hearts with 
Ml keeping , when ſuch a price is put into our hands , leſt whar 
we have heard {lip away, or be raken from us. 

2. In that this man adds this deſire after thofe inftruQtions, 


and admonitions given by our Savior to hisdiſciples, we may | 


learn; Tharſuch is che decrirfulneſs of thar fin that dwelterh in 
us, that _it will lead us to pervert what is right, and ſoir be- 
comes 
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if Caveat againf Coverouſheſ. 3 
comes unprofitable to us ; It appeares thar this perſon was con- 
vinced by our Saviors diſcourſe ? that'he was a good , and up- 


ight man, and.one ro whom he might fommit his miarrers m 
this icular, 2nd from whom he might &peftwhar was juſt, 
and equal; and therefore he thus requeſts, þ ſpeak to my 
Bytbeb i Thi he would nor have commitred to every one ; bur 
perceiving he ſpake the words of truth , and ſoberneſs (though 
not enough ſetting his hearr thereto) he purſues his own evil de- 
ſign , under pretence of liking, and eſfteming our Savior, and 
owning himſelf as his diſciple; Thus al thoſe men who have- 
ing feen our Saviors Miracle of the loaves,* and were thereby 
convinced , and confeffed 'thar-he was of atriih that Propher 
that ſhould come into the world; yer perverting what was right, 
in ſtead of receiving the Jaw from his mouth, hy were ſeeking 
mear that periſherh,” and therefore would have taken him by 
force, and made him King ; thar fo having ſuch a mighty one 0- 
ver them , they might. have been delivered from their enemies, 
and injoyed outward peace, fulneſs, and profperiry, and been 
the head of the nations round abour them, Fob, 6. 14. 15. See al- 
ſo, Foh. 6. 24-27. Even fo at this time, as it was then ſoit is 
now : 'many.thar are in'fome meaſure convirced of the good- 
neſs, and truth of the glorious Goſpel, aud have ſome eſteem 
of his diſciples who walk in Chriſt as they have received him, 
may yet carry On a ſelfiſh defign ; rhey may, while they hear 
Chrift's words , and frequent the afſemblies of his people, ſeek 
meat for theic luſts , and be purſuing ſome by-end: of their 
OWN, | | 

3. In that the man'thus vents forth his covetous deſire, after 
our Savior had thus ſpoken to his diſciples , It may admoniſh 
us, not ro condemn the Goſpel, or declarers of it, becaule {{ill 
the heart of thoſe rhar hear are inclin'd to coveronſneſs; For 
Chriſt may labor in vain, and {ſpend his ſtrength for nought, and 
in vain, Iſa, 49. 4.5. And fo may his ſervants alſodo, Gal. 4. I. 
Phil. 2.16, How many were.there thar heatd our Savior, before 
he was delivered into the hands of men(yeaand many might hear 


him gladly) who yer reccjved nor his grace , or received ir in 
, vain , and therefore they joyn'd vith thoſe thar apprehended 
4 him, M4. 26.55. Thisis an evil way, rv condemn the Go 


pel of Chciſt,or his diſciples, becauſe of the miſcarriages of thote 
that hear ic, or co.ne amonyit rhem ;/ and walking herein, men 
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4 A Caveat againſt Covetouſneſs, 
condemn the generation of the juſt ; yea and Chrift hiniſelf, and 


his Apoſtles : nor is this a good way co judge of dodtrines, viz. by 


rhe demeanours of thoſe that hear them , bu to bring all co the 
light, to the Law, and co the Teſtimony, 1 'Foh, 4.1-3, 6. 1/a.$, 
20, Thoſe that hear the inſtruQtions that cauſe roerre fromthe 
words of knowledge, may have a form of godlines upon them , 
they may appear righteous before men,as the Phariſees new, and 
old, and yet the leavenand doctrine they imbrace be hypoeriſie z 
And on the gther hand there may be many tranſgreſſions found 
with thoſe that hear the Goſpel, and yer-ir is a doftrine accord- 
ing to godline(s; Yea there may be great miſcarriages found with 
ſuch as have formerly obeyed from the heart the form of doftrine 
delivered ro them, when the things they have heard have been let 
ip, and yer ſtill the Goſpel is the Goſpel of God, preached ac- 


cording tohis commandment ; giving a faithful diſcovery of him ' 


in Chriſt, andleading ro him ; and which he will own, and pre- 
ſerve from this generation for ever : And if while we ſeek to be 
juſtified by Chriſt, through faith in his blood, without the works 
of the law,we our ſelves are found finners, is Chriſt therefore the 
Miniſter of fin?. God forbid, Gal. 2. 17. Or is his Goſpel a do- 
Arine of unrighteouſne(3,and ungodlinels, becauſe thoſe that be- 
lieve ir, believe irin-vain? No: Far beir from us that we ſhould 
blameir. And yetthis is the way, and manner of the world, yea 


and of the ſaints ofthe world alſfo,rolay the fault upon the Goſpel * 


ofthe grace of God,as preached in the words that the Holy Ghoſt 
bath rayght, if any of thoſe rhar hear ic turn aſide to crooked 


pathes,/ as if ir were a dodtrine of licentiouſneſs, and opened a ? 


gap to all profaneneſs and wickednels ; fuch reproaches. (it may 


« 


| 
; 


ſeem) "were caſt upon it , as preacht by the Apoſtles, as if men * 
miphr continue in lan, eicher becauſe grace had abounded,i r that 
grace might abound , Rom. 3.5-3. &6. 12. Though yer there ' 


is no dofrinedoth ſo much ſhew the vileneſs of our fins, and rhe 
vanity of all idols, as this, in the faithful declaration of ir, This 
fhews the odious and provoking nature of our natural vilenels, 
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and filthineG, ard the abominabl:neſs of continuing therein af- * 
ter grace vouchſafed., and the necellity of our being waſhed, : 
- without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord, in witnefling of Chrilt, 
and ſhewing that there was no other way ro purge ſin away from | 


before the preſence of God , then by the abaſement of the Son 
of God ; he muſt needs have fuftered, and be raifedagain, «cc 


vther- 


: 


A Caveat againſt Covetouſneſs. ", 
otherwiſe we could. not be brought back to God, nor could 
there have been any fountain opened for our wafbing , bur atthis 
dear Coſt , and that his end in giving himſelf for us was , that 
he might deliver us from-this preſent evil world according to 
the will of God, and our Father. Oh how fhall they that are 
dead to fin (this way )live any longer therein;know ye not that ſo 
many of us as were Baptized into Chriſt (waſhed into union and 
fellowſhip with him) were baptized into his death (into the 
knowledge and acknowledgment of his death, in which we ſee 
the greatneſs of his ſufferings , chat he might rake away our fins, 
and become a. fountain thorow his blood be our waſhing , and 
cleauſing , Rom, 6.2.3. 1 Pet. 4. 1-3. Rom.$. 3.4.) And yet 
mean time , they that reproach this worthy name, as if it en- 
couraged men to continue in fin ; and eſpecially ſich as deny 
the grace of God in Chriſt ro Manward, theſe new Phariſees, 
they overlook the diret fruit of their damnable hereſiesin which 
they deny , and reach mentodeny the Lord that baughr them; 
Imean thoſe Dofrines in which they teach that Chriſt dyed 
not for all, nor by the grace of God rafted death for every man; 
but onely for ſome ele& ones (as they ſay) who ſhall certainly 
be ſaved in concluſion , and be overcome by an irrefiſtable pow- 
er; and asfor the reſt they are geprobated , or ar leaſt paſt by, 
ſoas there isno true , and ſaving grace vouchſafed ro them, and 
therefore they muſt in the iſſue neceflarily periſh, Doe not theſe 
apprehenſions received, and heartily digeſted, lead men thus to 
reaſon ? If Ibeelected, or of that ele& number for whom Chrilt 
dyed, Ihall infallibly be ſaved , and brought in by an irreſiſtible 
46 , and rill then I cannot comein , and therefore till then 1 
ad as good walk according to the light of mine eyes, and ima- 
gination of mine heart, 1 ſhall havelife in concluſion ; Andif 
nor, if I bereprobared, or paſt by, how then can 1live ? ſurely 
this is the evil fruit. of char root of rotteneſs; And yer as it was 
with the Phariſees of old , who charged Chriſt with beins a bla(- 
phemer , and whar he ſaid with blaſphemy , while they them- 
ſelves were indeed ſuch, and guilcy thereof; fo it is now with 
theſe new ones; they faulc the Goſpel of Chriſt , As preached by 
him , and the Apoltles, as that which gives incouragement to 
walkafter the fleſh , whilſt, in truth thar is the iſſue of their falſe 
doctrines ; this way of the. old Phariſees was their folly, and ver 
their poſterity , the new ones, approve their ſayings; ſuch are 
($8) 


5 A Caveat againſt Covetouſneſs. 

to be pictyed , and prayed for , that their eyes may be opened; 
for many of them have a zeal of God, bur not accerding to 
knowledg, Rom. 16.1, 2,3. Butthis is their manner, when fuch 
az arc hearers of the Goſpel miſcarry: and wee to the world, be- 
caufe of offences, it's a preart judgment to them ,' when God 
permirs, and orders {uch ftumbling blocks before a pegp's , and 


the Father, and the Sons fall rogerher upon them, Fer. 6. 21. 
But rhough Iſrae/rhus play the harlot , ler nor Fd offend, ler 
chem norhave low thoughts of the Teſtimony of Jeſus, becauſe 
there are ſuch ſpots found on ſome that joyn with them, as are 
nor the ſpots of his people; bur rather love his law more abund- 
antly , by how much the more others make it void , and fore- 
ceive it to purpoſe, thar they (may give none occafion of offence 
but that men ſeczng thesr good works ,” may glorify their Father which 
115in Heaven, 1 Cor. 10.32. Math. 5. 14. 16. x Per, 2. 11- 18, 
and 3.I 3s 7 
4- In that our Savior gives this admonuion not'to theman 
onely who made this requeſt , burto others alſo, we may learn ; 
That when miſcacriages are found with one that heares the word, 
there is occaſion given to warn others alſo , and rhart all of us 
ſhould (in ſtead of judging the law of liberty) rake warning, 
and beware of that evil root which brought forth ſuch pernicious 
fruit in one amorgſt us; Thus our Savior by occation of the 
young mans departure from him, as the iſſue of his Coverouſneſs 
admong{bes his diſciples, Mark, 10. 17-24. ſee alſo Math, 16. 
22-25,” Ohletus ſoconhider the tranſpreflions of others as to re- 
ceive inſtruction , that we may fear, and do no more ſopreſum- 
ptuoully. The fallpf Gods people in former times are therefore 
recorded , not that we ſhould imitate them, or boaſt againſt 
them, as if. our mountain were ſo ſtrong ſerled that we could 
never be moved, bur for our admonition , leaft we fall after the 
ſame example of unbelief, Rom. 11. 18- 22. 1 Cor, 9. 27. and 
10. 1-12. He. 4. 1-11. Be we not high-minded, bur fear ; For 
we have ſinalſo dwelling in us, and have finned , and if we have 
been preſerved from ſuch grols evils as others have been pollu- 
red with, *cis by grace weare ſaved , and that excludes boaſting 
and high-mindedneſ every where; And lerusbe warned on fight 
of others evils to beware of that which harh-occalion'd their 
wandrings . for otherwiſe our evils will be aggravared if when 
we ſee the falls of others , and che bitter fruit thereof, we conli- 
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A Caveat againſt Covetouſneſs. ” 
Jer not our ways , ſoastoturn our feet to'his teftimonies , Fer. 
3. 7-11. Zeph. 3. 6-7. | | | 
5. In that our Savioron this occaſion ſo largly inftrufs, and 
admoniſhes this man and his diſciples, &c,—ir ſhews that he 
knows how to bring good our ofevil, ro cauſe the wrarh of man 
to praiſe him,8c, Pſal. 76. 20. And to make the miſcarriage of 
thoſe that hear him of bleſſed uſefulneſs to themſelves, & others ; 
This is not the fruit of their wandring , but of his graciouſneſs 
to man, and more abundant kindneſs, and pity to his lirtle ones, 
Wy afrer taſtes of his graciouſneſs have back-ſlidden ) while 
is waiting upon them , that he may be gracious ro them z He 
needed not this. mans venting forth his coverous inclination to the 
occaſioning theſe Inftruftions , for he knew before what was in 
his heart , but he takes. occaſion thereby to magnikie the great- 
neſs and cordialneſs of his loves even as in our firſt departure 
from Godin Adam, he took occaſion to ſhew forth his grace to- 
ward us , foas that where fin abounded, grace abounded much 
more, ſo he doth ſtill, while called co day ; he doth permit men 
ſometimes ro fall , when they have hardned their hearts againſt 
; the reproofs of Inſtruftion , and to reap ſomewhar of the fruie 
| of their former ſtiff-neckedneſs , that they may ſee whar an evil 
; and bircer thing ir is to forſake him; and yerbrings light out of 
q darkneſs, and is graciouſly creating the fruit of his lips, Peace, 
| Peace. to him that us far off , and to him that is nigh, and will heal 
' them. Sothat ſuch may ſay, Thanks be to Ged, they were the ſer= 


| wants of ſin , but have now from the heart obeyed that form of Do- 
| divine delivered to them, Rom. 6. 17. Thus he ſuffered Peter 
(when he would not be admoniſhed) to _ him, that he might, 
ſeeing ſomewhar of the evil fruit of his confidence, be broken off 
{ there-from, and bave pride hidden from him, and nor truit again 
2? in his own ſtrength, - See alſo Fobx 6. 30- 60. and 20. 25- 29, 


L 


| and 3. 4-21. 
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6. In that our Savicr do:h not fimy ly admoniſh of this evil de- 
lire of the mans as vented forch, ,bur of the roor of ir, he doth 
inſtru us, nor onely to cut off the ſuperfluous branches, but even 
# rolay the Axe tothe root of the tree, Fames 1,21. Bur to this 
2 more may be ſeid hereafter. 
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'Inthe words themſelves we have, 


 T. An Admonition which our Savior gives z 7ake heed, and 
beware of Covetouſneſs, 


- ® = . 

5 2, A Motive, or Argument which he lays down, to ſeal home 
8 t- 

| luis 


2 A Caveat againſt Covetouſneſr. = 
the Admonition ; For a mens life confifteth not in the abundanet of 
the things which be paſeſerh. 

From the whole Verſe we ſhall note, 

x. That thoſe that hear the Word need tobe admonifhed to 
take heed, and beware of Covetoulſneſs. | 

2. That they may take heed, and bewmre of it in thelight 
and ſtrength of Gods grace. 

3. Thar rhe _conſideration of: this , rhat a mans life conſiſts 
not in the abundance of the things which he pofſeflerh , is alſo 
proper , as viewedin the glorious Goſpel, ro move & to take 
heed, and beware of it. ? 

I. Thar thoſe rhat hear the word AM need to be admunifhed 
to take heed, and beware of Covetouſneſs, 

Thar this may be of ſome uſefulneſs ro us , conſider 

1. What this Covetouſneſs here admoniſhed of, is. | 

2. Whar contained in the admonigon, Take beed, and beware 
of it, | 

3. We ſhall demonſtrate ir; that they need, and ſhew where» 
fore they need to be admoniſhed of ir, | 

1, Whatthis Coverouſneſs here admoniſhed of, is. - 

We ſhall firſt ſhew whar it is nor. 

x. Icisnota ſerving God in thoſe works of his providence he 
oives us to be exerciſed in here under the Sun , and diligence 
theftin; though in ſo doing we*may be ſerving our Coverous in- 
clinaxion ; Yer we are not forbidden to exerciſe our ſelves in any 
honeſt Trade, Way, or Imployment, though in all our conver» 
ſarions to beware of this iniquity : God appcinted ro man ſome 
exerciſe to be exerciſed in while he was in the ſtate of innocency, 
namely, to dreſs, and to keep rhe Garden, Gez. 2. 15, And hath 
negiven a travel ro men to beexerciſedin, Exod, 20, 9, Eccl, ;, 

19, And -warnes of idlenefs, and flothfulneſs, and ſhews the e- 
vilnature, and fruirof ir; Yea and there are commandments 
given by the Lord Jeſus ro the believers , that if any would not 
work, neither ſhould they eat, 8c, Rom. 12. 11, 2 Theſ.-3.10. 


Jit. 3.14. Yea and the Apoſtles , and their fellow-laborers {| 
did worke ,| and ſo make themſelves an enſample to the beleivers 7 


to follow them, 1 Cor. 4. 11.12. 2 Thefſ. 3. 7-9. And nor onely 


- b; ſuch inftruſtion, and example given to the believers in ge- 


neral , but to the Elders of che Church of Epheſus , how that fo 
labouring (as the apoſtle had done ) they ought to ſupport 4 
| weak, 
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A Cavtat againſt Covetouſneſs. g 
weak, &c; Als 20. 28-25. Yea our bleſſed Savior hath given 
us an example, who was not onely the reputed Son of a Car- 
penter , but a Carpenter alſo, Merk, 6. 3. Lak, 2.51. 

2. Noris itadefiring of him thoſe things thar are needful for 
our chearful ſeeking after, and glorifying him ; in order thereto 
we may defire ſuch mear, drink, cloaths, and ſuch a profpering 
the work of our hands, as may condace to our hallowing of his 
name, andto ſuch an end he hath inſtructed us in that doctrine 
of right prayer to ſay , Giveus day by day our daily bread, Phil. 4. 
6. Though yer in ſuch defire alſo Coverouſneſs is ro be warchr 
againſt in the light of the Lord , and we to be ſubmicred ro God, 
and his infinite wiſdome, and fairhfulneſs , who knows whar is 
moſt conducible to ſuch an end berter than we do; and there= 
fore are we willed by the mercies of God to preſent our bodies 
to him , to be ordered by him as he ſees good, and taught to 
pray , Thy will be done, &c. Give us this day onr daily bread, 
Math, 6. 10, 11. Phil. 4. 5,6, 7.Pre. 30.8, 9. | 

3- Nor is it all covering that weare admoniſhed of, or of all 
thar -which is ſo called; we are inftrufted ro Cover earneſtly 
the beſt gifts, x Cor. 12:31. and 14. 39. There are alfothe lufts 
of the ſpirit, effeted by ſpirit in the Teſtimony of Jeſus in the 
ſpiric of the believer , and ſothe ſpiric luſterh again the fleſh, 
Gal. 5.:17. The new ſpirit and heart of the hearty believer, from 
the diſcovery ; and beholding of the excellency , and comlinels 
of Chriſt, his love, and lovelineſs, and having taſted of his gra- 
ciouſneſs , as a new born babe defires the. * -nmgic milk of the 
word; itearneftly defires more to know Chriſt, win him, and 
be found in him, to be conformed tohim, and clothed on wirkh 
the fruit of his righteouſneſs; ir pants after , and thirſteth for 
God, even the living God, and longs, and lufts for him, to ſee 
further his glory, and power in the Sanftuary (in his Son, and in 
the aſſemblies of his hidden ones). even as thoſe that cannor be 
ſatisfied wicthour wiſdom, they (while walking in the ſpirit) ſeek 
Ir as men ſeek {ilver; this the one thirlg they defire, and for 


8 which they have counted , and do count all other things as lofs, 
* and dung, in compariſon thereof; and in perſuing after ir, and 
4 tothe promoting of ic , nothing' they ſuffer moves them , nur 


count they their lives dear to themſelves, that they may more 
know and be'made partakers of Chriſt. Oh that we were filled 
more with theſe luſts of the ſpirit, and were more covering 

thole 
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thoſe excellent things, that durable riches , and righteouſneG 
in Chriſt,Pſal. 27. 4. and 42..1,2. and 63.1-8, Pro, 2, 2-6, and $; 
18, Gal. 5, 16 x7. Phil. 3.8-10. | 

Burt the Covetouſneſs here admoniſhed of, is 

An affe&jon, and luſt of the flefh, in which a man doth love 
this world, and the things thereof, and (nor content with Gods 
proviſion; aowance, and gift) doth greedily deſire aftermore 
cfir, that he may be rich in, or roward himſelf. 

1, I fay, itis anaffeQtion, and luſt of the fleſh, as diſtinguiſhed 
from , and oppoſed to the luſts of the ſpirir (as — and fo 
to ſhew untous whence ir ſprings, namely, from the fleſh, the 
carnal minde-, or wiſdom of the flefh » which is ſometimes cal- 
led Covetouſneſs, and fo oppoſed ro Gods teſtimonies, which 
is the wiſdom from above, to ſhew the narnre of ir, and rhar ic is 
the ſource , and fountain of this corrupr affe&ion, and luſt, P/al. 
119. 36. Fer from this corrupr fountain, this iniquity proceeds, 
even from that wiſdom which is not from above, it deſcends 
not, or comes not down from the Father of light, but aſcends 
out of our hearts, and is earthly (affeting, and luſting after, 
and leading us to love, minde , and favour earthly things) ſen- 
ſual (leading us to judge according to outward appearance, and 
tolook upon , and mind ſeenthings which are temporal, and co 
live by ſight, or ſenſe, as oppoſed to the living by faith) and 
Deviliſh ( as being that which we received from him and are 
therein like ro him, leading us to aſpire after an equality with 
God , and to have a ſelfe-ſufficiency in our own hands, andto 
that end ro' worſhip and ſerve Satan , the god of this world, 
who beautifies , and commends the things thereof; Fam. 3. 15. 
Thus our Savior ſaith; From within , out of the heart of men 
(namely out of that corrupt underſtanding , and judgment thar 
ts in him, as of him, received from, and poiſoned by Saran, and 
ſtrengrhened by thg principles , andſpirit of this world) pro- 
ceedevil thoughts of God, and of our ſelves, and of the things 
of this world as if bleſledneſs did conlift in them, and in our 
poſſeſſing abundance of.them) and thence proceeds Coverouſ- 
neſs, Mark, 7. 21,22. Thisearnal mind is enmity againſt God; 
(he fairh not, ir hath enmity in it , nor onely thar ir is an ene=- 
my to him ,, for then there might poſſibly be a reconciling of ir, 
that notwithſtanding , bur it is enmity irſelf , made up, and 
compoſed of nothing elle , fo as tt can never be reconciled) ir is 

not 
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not ſubjeX to the law of God, nor indeed can be, it may 


be purged. out, and deftroyed , but ean never be reformed, 
Rom, 8, 7. It would perſwade us there is no God , Pſal. 14.1. 


'Or that he is nor able, or faichful togive unto us in his way whac 
we ſtand in need of; and that though he hath manifeſted his love 
to us in Chriſt , and given him for a ſtanding witneſs of ic, thar 
we might, when we areindarkneſs, and feenolight truſt in 
the name of the Lord, yer this infinuates tous , that he hath a 
ſecret will contrary to his revealed , and though he ſpeak us fair, 
yet there are ſeven abominationsin his heart ; ſuch blaſphemous 
thoughts of God iſſue from this fountain of enmity , this Co- 
verouſneſsin the root; and herewith alſo , ir ſets a great luſtre 
upon the things here below, as if true blefſednefs ſtood herein, 
and leads to bleſs the Coverous whom the Lord abhors , Pſal. 16. 
3. and to judge that if wehad an abundance of theſe things we 
ſhould ſee'no ſorrow, y, 

dence of God's peculiar love, and favour ro us, Zech. 11.5. 
and from hence ſprings this helliſh luſt , and love ro rhe things in 
the world , which is like the root of it, and beares ir's name ; 


yea to look upon it as an undoubred evi- 


| For as the wiſdom of the fleſh is enmity , ſois the love of the 


world alſo; and ſo the Apoſtle ſaith ; know ye not that the 
friend({hip - loye) of the world is enmity with God? Fam. 4. 

1151s like unto, and the ſpawn of the carnal minde, and as 
the conſequent thereof leads us ro labour to be rich ; hence thar, 
Pro. 23.4.and 3.5, Iris our wiſdom, and underſtanding thar 
thus perverts us, andleads us to cover greedily , and if rich» 
es be increaſed to truſt in them, Ezek, 28. 4-6. 

2, Ir isan affetionto, and loving rhe world, and the things 
thereof z for from our wiſdom's beautifying theſe thing: the at- 
fe&ions are placed upon them ; the eye of the ſoul fixedly view- 
ing theſe things , affects the hearr, and it is ſerupon them, and 
therefore Coverouſneſs is called the love of money, 1 Tim. 6. 10. 
And many times lovers of filver, is rendred Coverous : ſee 
Lak, 16. 14. 1 Tim, 3.3. 2 Tim. 3.2, And this is putin, in this 
deſcription of Covetoutneſs as a part of it, and immediate cauſe 
of the eager delire afrer more, thar by ſhewing more is eqr= 
tain'd in it then a deſire of more ,- ſome may be 1mdecieied , 
who are polluted herewith , and yer excuſe themſelves ; For 
ſay ſome (who give too much cauſe to others to ſuſpe& their 
hearrs are polluted with this iniquity , by their withholding 
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more than is meet) we thank God , we are content with what 
God hath given ro us, and gives us in ſerving him in his provi 
dence, and do not delire-anorhers, we Cover no mans gold 
lilver , or apparrel,: we have enough, andare content wich our 
-portion z toſuch ir might be ſaid 
1. Though it were ſuppoſed that what they ſay is true , yet 
they may be polluted with this evil , for the ſerting the heart c 
what they have, though honeſtly come by this is Coverouſnes 
Pſ:1.62.10, Fam. 4. 4. *Our Savior gives the admonition we are 
| ſpeaking to, when the man mightbe ſeeking onely his own ; the 
Apcſtle inſtrudts, and diref&s that ſich an one as might be choſe 
inco the office of a Biſhop ſhould not be not nelf Reedy avs of tbe fi/ 
thy lucre, which is the luſt in Covetouſneſs, but alſo #ot Covetows 
viz, not 4loverof filver, x Tim, 3.3. If any man love the world, the 
Love of the Father is not in him, # wy 2. 15. ſo that did ſich ſpeak 
true herein , and were their defire , or luſt ſo bounded, as tharY - 
they coveted no more than what is theirs honeſtly , yet if the 
heart be ſerupon thar , and they give their loves thereto ,. there 
15 in thisa treacherous departing from the Lord , the fountain-of 
living waters , and an adulterous going after vain things tha 
cannot profit, and the waters will overflow this lying hiding 
place; Theſe are dwellers on the earth , here being their trea 
ſire, and here heir hearts alſo. And yer, 
2. This is ſtill furthera lying refuge ; For together with, and 
as the iſſueof this love of money , there is a luſting after more, 
and though mens hearts perſwade them ethewiſe , yer they are 
acceitful above all things , and he that trufteth therein is afoo), Jer 
17.9. Prov. 28.26. For when the heart conceives ſuch an excel 
lency in riches , as the wiſdom of the fleſh perſwades him the 
is, it then hath/aneager defire after an enlargment of his trea 
ſure , and though poſfibly the luſt be not particularly ſer upo 
this, orthat which is our neighbours , yer generally the defire i 
wandring afrer the things of the earth. - Hence whereas the A 
poſtle writing to 7mothy uſes two exprellions to ſet forth thi 
iniquity , to wit., greedineſs of filtby Iucre , and Covetouſneſs, he 
uſes burthe former , writing to Titzs on a like occaſion, ſee and 
compare x Tim. 3. 3. with Tit. 1. 7. to ſignifie that thelove of 
filver ends in a greedineſs x0 more ; hence-alſo the Apoſtle Fobn 
when he admonilhes , not ro love the world , nor the things 
thereof, he adds, For whatſoever 55 in the world , the luſt of tht 


of 
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fleſw, the Iuft of the eye, &c, is not of the Father to hgnifie that 
the luſt is a concomitant, and conſequent of the love of ic, 
x Fob. 2. 15.16. Sothe Apoſtle Pax! when he faich, they that 
will be rich fall into temptation; ro demonſtrate ic Re Gair , For 


| the love of money is the root of all evil, x Tim. 6.9,10, And this 


leads us to the next branch of the deſcription, viz, | 

3. Irisa luſt of rhe fleſh, in which a man (nor content with 
Gods proviſion , allowance, and gift) doth greedily deſire af- 
ter more; & this ſome give as the whole deſcription of ir,namely, 
a defire of more, and though (as hathbeen ſeen) more is in ir, 


-yet this is alſo a brauch of ir; From the wiſdom of the fleſh 


which beautifies the things of this world ; and leads us to think 
there is a real excellency in them, the heart following after ic 
is inclined hereto , and enamour'd hereon, and hence, and ro- 
gether herewith there is an unſatisfied deſire afrer more , a gree- 
dy coveting all the day long ; hence Covetouſneſs is called the 
Luft of the eyes , even of the eyes of. the ſoul, the mind, 1 Fob. 2. 
16, with Eph. 2. 3. Thus itis ſaid of the king of Babylon (whoſe 
dominion was very large , ſoas he might have been content yet) 
He keepeth not at home ,” but inlargeth his defire as Hell” (or the 
grave that faith not, it is enough , Pro, 30. 16.) and is as death, 
and cannot be ſatisfied , but gathereth to him all nations , and beap« 
ynto bim all people, Hab. 2.5. In which is ſhewed ro us the nature 
of this luſt; And while the heart goes after ic, ſich is it's unſatisfi= 
edne(s that it breaks all bounds; fuch a man is not content with 
Gods proviſion , though he hath prepared all things for us in his 
Son , and made ſuch provikion in his great , and precious pro- 
miſes , that in exerciſing our ſelves co godlineG, he will give us 
what is needful thereto , the Lord will be our Shepheard' there- 
fore we ſhall not want ; yer here being no ſenſial ſarisfation, 
there is a continued craving , as if this were nothing ; Yea 
though he hath given us allowance to ſeek of him day by day our 
daily bread , who hath alſo power to forgive us our fins that 
might cauſe him to withhold ir from us , and to ſeek it m ſuch 
works of his providence as he gives us ro be exerciſed in, that 
we mighr take our own portion , andpive to others , ſoas in all 
doing it to his gloriez Yea and though he gives roall fleſh their * 
food, and doth men good--- filling their hearrs wich food, and 
gladneſs ; yer as not conrented with all this , there is till a cry- 
ing , Give, give, adelire after rhe forbidden fruic, as if no- 
thing, 
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14 A Caveat againſt Coottouſneſs. 

thing elſe would makehappy , and in the eating of this we ſhould 

be as Gods, and have a felf-ſufficiency in our own hands, hence 

Cayetouſneſs is oppoſed to a being content with ſuch things & 

we have, Heb. 13.5. Thus it was with 4bab'; though he go- 

verned the kingdom of T/rae/, and therefore had large poſſeſſions, 

yet becauſe Naboth would notgive the inherirance of his Fathers 
ro him , he was heavy, and diſpleaſed, as if all he had was no- 
thing, 1 King, 21. 2-4, Yea thus ic was with the firſt man Adam, 
though God had given a world of creatures to him and given al- 
lowance toeat of every tree of the garden , thetree of know- 
ledge of good and evil onely excepted; yet liſtening rothelye of 
the temprer ,- and conceiving, in eating of thar tree , he fhould 
be ſelf-ſufficient ,. he conceived a luſt hereto, as if ir were beſt, 
becauſe not allowed ; and did eat of the forbidden fruit; and 
this is ſtillche nature of this iniquity , a man is like the troubled 
Sea when ic cannot reſt; alwayes deliring , and craving for 
the poſſeſſing of an abundance, and thinking, Oh could I bur at- 
tain to -ſo much money , or ſo much by the year , then Iſhould 
be contented, and is even fick till the deffre be accompliſhed 
(as Amnon was for his fiſter Tamar, 2 Sam, 13. 2-4.) and yet if 


he atrain thereto, that which was at firſt the end of his defice is 
now but Imeans toa further , and he as much unſatisfied as be- 
fore , as was Amnon when his former luſt - was ſatisfied, 2 Saw. 


13.15. And it cannot beotherwiſe while the heart is inclined 
co it's covetouſneſs , becauſe there is noreſt to the ſoul in theſe 
things , all that which is nor bread is unſatisfying, Ta. 55: 2. 
He that loveth ſilver fhall not be ſatisfied with ſilver, nor be that loveth 
abundance with increaſe, Eccl. 5. 10. Pro. 21.26, He may in- 
deed reſolve with the 1 ich man inthe Parable (which our Savior 
immediately joynes tothis admonition , and inftruf&ion) that 
he will ſay to his foul (when ke hath ſo much in his hand as he 
propoſes to himſelf, ) Soul rake thy reſt, ear, drink, and be mer- 
ry; but as he never came atir, ſo more generally it is with him 
that layerh up treaſure for himſelf, and is not rich toward God, 
Lek. 12. 16-21. He never. arrives at that reſt he propoſes to 
himſelf in theſe _ , his Soul ſhall not dwell at eaſe; For 
theſe things are not of the Father , not the reſt he hath prepa- 
red for our weary ſpirits , Chft onely is that, and in raking his 
yoke upon us we (hall finde ir, 7/7. 28. 12. and 55, 1,2. Math. 11. 
23,29, Hence-our Savior when heis admoniſhing of this int> 
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4 Caveat againſt Covetouſneſs. T5 
quity of Coverouſneſs, - and ſhewing the unprofitableneſs of it, 
faith. , What ſhall 32. profit a man if be ſhall gain the whole world, 
gud looſe his own Sou:? Math. 16. 26. He may herein ſecraly 
intimate , that a man following his own wiſdom hath a will, 
and luſt for this, even"ro have all the world in his own poſleſ- 
fion, as it was with that proud King of Babylon (as before) yet 
if he had it, it would nor fo fill his heart, as to fatiate his deſire, 
but ſuch is the nature of this diſeaſe of the Soul , that (like the 
Dropfie, the more they have, the morethey crave z and had 
ſuch a man the whole world (which Satan may promiſe to give 
bim (as he did our Savior) to gain worſhip Aa bim) yet he 
would ſtill defire (with him) that there were another world ro 
cofriquer, and poſſeſs. And as this is the nature of this evil, ſo 
tut propoſes to himſelf in ir, is 
" 4+ That he may berichin, or roward himſelf, that he may 
be ſelf-ſufficient, as oppoſed tothe being rich towards God ; 
this is the end of his greedy , and Covetous defire , that he may 
heap up for himſelf ; A man may (as before is faid) with Guds 
allowance defire of him to give us food convenient, and to bleſs 
the work of our hands, ſo as herein ſubmitting to God , to this 
end, that we may be accommodated to ſeek after the Kingdom of 
God, and the righteouſneſs thereof , that we may more know, 
and plorife it , and be rich toward God , Indiſpenſing accord= 
ing to our capacities , as he hath given us inſtruftion , and in- 
couragement, but now the end of this greedy defire is, that he 
may lay up for himſelf treaſure on earth , where moth, and ruft 
corrupt, and where thieves break thorow , and fteal , of which we 
are admoniſhed , Matthew. 6. 23. We are not forbidden to 
lay up treaſure for our ſelves, but are allowed, inſtrufted, and 
encouraged ro provide our ſelves baggs which wax not old, 
6 treaſure in the heavens that fazles not , 10 lay wp for our ſelves trea» 
ſure in beaven , andthat in giving to them thar ſtand in need , as 
- theloye of Chriſt conſtraines , to do good to all , but eſpecially to 
to the bouſnold of faith, as we have opportunity, with this aſſure- 
ance, that our labour of love ſhall not bein vain inthe Lord ; And 
thus doing we fhall lay up for our ſelves in ſtore a good founda-» 
tion (not for the preſent to build on, or that this ſhould now be 
the foundation of ourfaith , and hope, and matter of our feed- 
ing, and ground of our rejoycing; no, the bread which he gives, 
and which believers feed on, is the fleſh of Chriſt which he hath 
given 
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16 . A Caveat againſt Covetouſneſe. 
given for the life of the world, Fob. 6. $x. The ſheep, as tho ſe 


that know not themſelves thereby , nor have this as the founda- 
tion they arebuilc on, they ſhallſay , Lord when ſaw we thee an 
hungred, and fed thee? &&c, Math. 25. 37-49. Though Chrift 
rejoyces inthem , as produced by his grace, taking away the 


mixcures, and they ſhall be rewarded , but) for thetime to 


come , 1 Tim, 6.19. But this laying up for our ſelves confiſts 
norwith this coverouſneſs , it propoſes no ſuch end in it's inor- 
dinate deſire, ickno0wsnot bow to be ſubjeR ro the doftrine of 
God , andir's inſtru&ions ,” nor indeed can it be, it is afraid ro 
ruſt God, and leads a man to think that what he poſleſſerh is ſa- 
fer, and ſecurer, then in the hands of God, and that whatever 
is thus parted with is loſt for ever ; ir is indeed a cafting our 
bread upon the waters , and there may be no recompenling of ic 
by thoſe to whoni iris given , but after many days they(hall 
and ir, that doir for Chriſt's ſake, even now, as is good, and 
when evils are wpon the earth , Eccl. 11.1, 2. Buthowever 
in the reſurreion of the juſt, Lek, 14. 14. But alas coverouſ- 
neſs had rather have ſome good ſeburity here, than Gods word, 
It thinkes he is unfairhful , or unable , and hence the end of his 
deſire whoſe heart goes afterit, is tolay up treaſures for them= 
ſelves, and theirs here, that they may be rich towards them= 
ſelves, ſoas they may not need by a daily exerciſe of faithto go 
out of themſelves , to ſeek their daily bread of God, Thus the 
Prophet declares the end of this evil covetouſneſs , Hb. 2.9. 
TW to him that coveteth an evil cougtouſneſs , that be may ſet bz.s neſt 
en bigh, that be may be delivered from the power of, evil ; This is 
his end ; that he may ſethis neſt on high , either that they may 
be lifred up in ſtation, and condition above the common ſorr of 


© men, and havereſpe&, and reverence given unto them, that 


men may bow the knee before them, Ta. 24.21. And thus uſu- 
ally they arelifred up when riches increaſe, even to the diſdain= 
ing, and deſpiſing thoſe that have not what they have, and 
hiding themſelves from their own fleſh, (as to doing them good, 
and as perſons aſhamed to have any familiarity with them , un= 
leſs ic may end co the promoring their deſign) and vexed, and 
diſcontented , if they have not ſuch honour , and reverence gt» 


ventothem as they look for, Ether 3. 1-6. and 5, 9. 14- 
2. Oralfe, andrather, by ſerting the neſt on high , may be 
meant , a being advanced in order to their living , and m_ 
elicit» 
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- A Caveat ageinſt Covetonſneſs. :- Jy. 
deliciouſly , an*. injoying ſecurity , ind ſo they would ſet theic 
neſt on high , to this further end , that they might be delivered 
from the po of evil; Fer, 22. 23. and 49. 16. Obad. 4. Thar 
they may bedelivered fromall evil , and affli&ions, thar is, that 
they may bedelivered in times of tamine : the rich mans wealth 
#s bis ſtrong Tower ; He thinkes he ſhall be provided for , whoſo- 
ever wants ; He hath goods laid up for many yeares ; And fo 
when God is yay <0, cm , and diſeaſes, he thinks to ſe- 
curc himſelf, eicher by remaving his habiracion , and changing 
theair , which hemay do, that he may eſcape the infeQion, and 
diſeaſe ; andif icbeupon him , yet he hath wherewith he may 
furniſh himſelf with the beſt, and moſt skilful Phyficians , and 
ſo may meer with recovery again, Or if wags ariſe , and God 
ſend the ſword to the place where helives; he can remove his 
dwelling into another place , or country , or if he fall into the 
danger , his riches will be a canſom for him , his gift will make 
room for him : Or if thorow following his coverouſneſs he com- 
mir ſuch an iniquity of fhedding of blood., Adultery , &c. as 
deſerves to be puniſhed by the Judges, yer his greatneſs is ſuch, 
that he is abovethe laſh of the Law, or can eaſily by his bribes - 

ervert pecgment and blind the eyes of the wiſe, chart they 

| nor tind him guilty ; To this end he coverteth greedily, that 
he may be delivered from the power of evil. Hence the admo- 
nition , when God's judgments were threatned to be executed 
upon his people; let not the rich man truft in his riches, Jec. g. 
17-23. Therich mans wealth #5 bis bigh Tower, and aſtrong wall 
in bis own concest, Pro. 18, 10, 11. © This is coverouſneſs as to 
it's principle, nature, and end. | 

2. What is contained in the admonicion, Take beed, and bee 
ware of Covetouſneſs. 

T1» This is contained , or however ſuppoſed , in order there- 
to, ſee, view, and conſider whar icis, and che evil, and bircer 
nature and fruir of ic, char ſo we may further beware of ir ; for 
how ſhall we beware of that we are ignorant of? that the Soul . 
be without knowledge itis not good , fafe, or proficable ; hence 
as our Savior when he a4moniſherh his diſciplesro beware of falſe 

rophers , in order therero, he gives them this rule to know them 
y, by their fruits y- ſhall know ———— by the fruic of rheic 

lips, their do&rines, and by the fruir and effe&t of thoſe dv- 

Qrines , in which chey might perceive they tend co corrupt —_ 
D the 
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17 — 'ACaveat againſt Covejonſws. 
the fimplicity in Chriſt. ). Math. 7. 25, 16. Implying they could Þ co 
not beware yay: unteſs they knew chem ; ;fo may we ſay in this # no 
caſe , weſbal{norflee fram this dangerous evil , unleſs in ſome 

meaſure weſee.,, and perceive whar,, and of whiat-nature iris; 


LT. 
like that , Fer. 2.19. . Kzaw, ond ſet that 55 gnevl, aundbittirf ftr 
thing, &ec. And chat we may ce ic, fo as ro avoid-it, lerusnorſ] pe 
lean to our own underſtanding, Pro, 3. 5. Or conſult withtheſ ne 

| Principles, and ſpirirof this world , or the leaven of the Pha» an 


riſees which is hypocrifie, and will more transform us into this 
iniquiry. of which, they.are-ſo.guilry ; But chat we may ſee, andfſj 16 
take heed of it, let 23 takg beed according to Gods'word, Pjal. 119. 9. da 
The commandment isa lamp .and. the Law light, &c. Todiſco-f} m 
vertous, and preſerveus from whar is evil, Pro. 6. 23. 24. Such th 
is the deceitfulneſs 'of our wiſdom thatir will colour over this ini- 


w 
quiry ,, as if it were our duty to follow it; perſwading us itisafff th 
wiſe , and;circymſpeRicare, and looking after the main, andf} fo 
that we are worſe than; infidels if we lay nut up Gr.our ſelves} nc 
rreaſures here on earth./,; Bur, all things that are reproved are eo 
made manifeſt by rhe light, &c. This gives a faithful, and im us 

 parcial diſcovery of it in the croſs of Chriſt, -andtherefhews theff{ ve 
vileneſs of it, and. abominableneſs of incliving the heart .there-fj or 
to, afterthe grace of God. hath been bringing falvation tous; nc 
that we might inhis thus rouzing of; us , awake, and ftand up} of 
from this dead work and.whoſo.looketh intorhis perfe& law offi ar 
libercy, and continueth, ſball be preſerved trom it, and be bleſſed} E; 
in his de:d z Oh houſe of Facob, walk, yein the light of the Lord Ma it 
2.5. Eph.cs, 12-14. Jam. x. 23-25. : + © IC M pi 
2. There is furiher contained inthis admonition ian owning, k!1 
and confeſling it's vilenefs as diſcovered , and adeparting from 11 
ir, and not coming nearto tt, a withdrawing from it as from} as 
thar which is very dangerous, and pernicious; ſo much is im w 
ported in the admonifion. And in thar he gives it in two lo 
expreſſions he may hereby note the exceeding vileneſs of ir, howſj cc 


highly: ſoever.men eftcem ir, to. the qnd we might remove fa 
From-it, Indeed (as we: have ſeen) -tis needful-herero in thefft a! 


glaſs of the Goſpel ro behold , and view-ic , burthis is nor all ;Þ e: 
For wor is an hearer of the word , and not adoer, harh this fr 
great advantage , and price put into his hand, he beholderhſſ} f 


himſelf, Iuſts, and wayes, and nor liking the diſcovery of the 
word , he goeth. his way. , hates che light , and comerh nor 
continus 


A Cavent aguinſs Covetouſneſs. T9 
continually to ir, and then forgets what manner of man he was; 
now he may think himſelf'to be in a good condition, and free 
from that which. the glaſs diſcover'd him 0 be guilty of , Fam. 
1-23-24. 706: 3.20. Butthis is required of winthel;ght, aud - 
ſtrengrhb of his grace, to flee fromit , as from the face of a ſer- 
pent. - And indeed this admonition thus doubled, is ſeldom, or 
never uſed, but here 'in admonifhing vf this way of iniquity, 
and elſewhere in admoniſhing. of the leaven of the Phariſees , 
which is hypocrilie , and which prepares mey fort ; as Math.” 
16,6. Mark, 8 15, Poſlibly to denote this fin to bemore abun- 
danr finful , and dangerous (as may be after ſhewn) rhat we 
may avoidir. And fo rake heed,and beware oft, thatis, 1, Of 
this affetion, and luſt of the fleſh, and ſoof the rootof ir, the 
wiſdom of the fleſh, and leaven of the phariſces , abſtain from 
this fleſbly luſt, x Pet, 2, x1. Ocherwiſe ic will harm us, and break 
forth into ptaCtiſe ; For cana man carry firein his boſom , and 
not be burnt? Qur Savior here doth not fimply warn of this mans 
covetous deſire, as vented forth, but of the root of it, to inftru& 
us to take heed to our ſelves that our hearts be nor _—— and o= 
vercharged herewith ; obey ir not in the'luft , ſee irgbe ye kepr, 
or preſerved from inclination to it in your hearts ; and fo have 
no fellowſhip with it , ask not counſel at this ſtock, orthe root 
of ir , ceaſe from thine own wiſdom ; ſeek not thy dire&ion, 
and guidance from this in any matter ; Pro. 23. 4. Pſal. 119. 36. 
Fph.5.3-5.11; Yea, fleefromit, x Tim. 6. 9-11, Haften from 
ic with that eagerneſs, and diligence, as the covetous man is 
purſuing it; haſte, eſcape from ir for your life, as thoſe thar 
know the end thereof is everlaſting death. And hateir, Exod. 
18.21. Pro. 28. 16: Abhor it, not as an -ordinary enemy, bur 
as an implacable , and irreconciliable one , and therefore ſo deal 
wich ic, mortifieit, putirto death, Rom. 8. 13. Col. 3.5, Yea, 
look upon ir as enmity it felf againſt God , thar can never be re- 
conciled, , ; | 

- 2. Andletyour converſation in all your atings towards God 
and men be wichour-ir, Heb.:12.5, Take heed, and beware of 
exerciling your ſelves in coverous prattiſes, 2 Pet. 2. 14.» And 
from theſe we ſhall more eafily abſtain, and lay aparc che luper- 
fluicy of naughrineſs , as ic flowes forth , and: ſhoots our it's ſits 
—__ branches, iffchis filchyneſs in the roor, affetion , and 

uſt of irbe abſtained from, Fam. x. 28. rn 
D 2 3. In 
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20 A Caveat againſt Covetonſneſs. - 

3. In this admonition as thus doubled , may be fignified, a 
readineſs, and incliuation, even in thoſe thar hear the word, 
and are diſciples of Chriſt, co have cheic hearts mclined hetero; 
hence this {wicky other luſfts called their members on theecarh,. 
and they ſo oft admoniſhed of ie, Epb. 5, 3-5.Col. 3.5. And 
asthis may be intimated ro us tn the admonirion as thus preſt 
upon them., that even-believers have fin dwelling in them, and 
the luſt , andaffeRions rhereof re be crucified , and abſtained 
from in the name of the Lord , fo alſo it may ſhew unto us one 
reaſon of our need to recieve, and drink down this admonirion 
for if we had not the root of itin us , or might not be defiled: 
herewich, then there were no need to-take heed, and beware 
of it; But we ſhall add other demonſtrations. 

3. We now come to give ſome demonſtrations , that thoſe 


that hear the word , and arediſciples of Chriſt need to be admo» 


niſhed of this iniquity, and to ſhew wherefore they need it, 


Demonſiration. 1. Such need to be warned of; and to beware 
of this iniquity z becauſe when the heart goes aſter ir , it de= 
prives, and bereaves the foul of good, as Eccleſ. 4. 8. And 
that both of gerting good, and, doing good. 

x., This covetouſneſs gone after, deprives the foul of getting 
good , when aprice is pur into the hand of ſuch an one as is in- 
elined therero , he is © prevailed over by this affe&tion, and 
luſt , that he hath no heart therero. And thar x. ſometimes ir 
kath ſuch dominion overa man, that ic cauſes him to negle&, or 
not come to, ard wait at the poſts of Wiſdoms doors,when he is 
invited cher&o by Wiſdoms ſervants;: then (like thoſe in the Pa- 
rable) they begin ro make excuſe; one hath bought a peice of 
groxn'',, 1nd be muſt needs go ſee it : (there was aneceſlity for this, 
this mult be done , or otherwiſe he might be blamed of idleneſs, 
and careleſneſs by others,). And another bad bought five yoke of ox- 
en, and theſe are to be proved , and a third had married a wife, and 
therefore he coutd not come ; ( he muſt now take care for rhe things 
of the world , and provide for the charge thar uſually follows 
ſuch a condicion, that he may bave for his wife , and children, 
and rg lay up for them, Lk, 14. 16 20.) See how this luſt pur= 
Kicd andfollowed,, led the profeſſed Churcirto reaſon, Mal. 3. 
L4. 15. They ſaid , it wes vain te ſerve God. (to frequent the a(- 
femblics of his people, ro ſpeak ofcen one to- another. of the 
name of the Lord , or to hear. it ſpoken of, Compare it with 

yer, 
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. A Caveat againſt Covetouſmeſy, . a? 
ver. 16.) and what profitis it that we have kept his obſervations, 
though grear is the gain of godlineſs, yer becauſe it appeared nor 
ſo, but now the times were evil , they might expols themſelves 
ro the hatred of men, and cometo looſe all (for they that wrowgfit 
wickedneſs were os Boon though they had kept this ob= 
ſervarions, yet now becauſe it ſtands not wirh their outward ad- 
vantage, they are thus reaſoning with nh ralk; and fo- 
how many are there now,thart have gladly heard the goſpel of our 
filvation; who becauſe of their love ro this preſent world, and leſt 
they ſhould looſe all, have turned away their eares from the truth, 
and forſaken the afſemblies'of God's peculiar people , and are 
rurnedto fables , and vain things that cannor profic, which is la> 
mentable to confider, Ezek, 19. 12, 14. Math, 19.21, 22, Heb, 
70.25, Or * 

2. Though this fniquircy have not ſuch dominion over them as 
quite ra withdraw them from tlie afſerablies of Gods people, bur 
Tae they whoſe hearts are inclined therero come', and fit before: 
him as his people; yer this covetouſneſs wichholds,good things 
from them , and'bereaves the ſoul'of good , andthar 

r. Somtimes by minding the things here below , and having: 
been unſober in their exerciſe about them , the ourward man is 
ſounketed , and they ſo ſurprized wirh ſleepineſs, and heavinefs, 
that they hear little, or nothing that is ſpoken ; either theic 
thoughrfulneſs, and carefulnefs, about whar they ſhall ear, what 
hey ſhall drink, and wherewithi they ſhall be cloathed, or how 
they ſhall increaſe, and heap up more for themſelves , hinders. 


them, ſo thattheir Heart rakes no reſt in the night, ag Eccle. 2. 


23. and. 12. ''Orrifing early , and over-working themſelves, 
pot watching to ſobriety , thereby the body isfotired, andunfic- 
red, that eirhey they are afleey, or thoughthiier eyes are open, . 
yet the hieart is aſleep, ir ſeizes on them like an armed man. Thre- 
fure the Apoſtle, when he admoniltieth the þelievers not 10 ſleep as 


"8+ otbers, He adds, but let us watch, and be ſober, 1-Thef, 5.6. as: 


implying thar if we warchinor in che ligtic of the Lord againſt e- 
vil, andfor good; and' be.nor ſober-in our ufe of, andeexecciſe 
abour things here below, we {tall be diſpuſed* to ſleepas do o«- 
thers, anddeprive ofir ſouls of good ;. For he har ſlee hin 
harveſt (when an opportunity is put into his hand for gathering. 
for the winter, for receiving, and laying up knowledge, and. 
hearing fornow, and hereafter, ſuchan one ) is a ſon 1 — 


_ 


A Caveat againſt Covetouſneſs. 
ſerh ſhame, Pro, 10, 5. Or 2. if it have not ſuch prevalency o- 
ver them tothe ſounficting the outward man, yer while this ini- 
quity is retained , and ſerved againſt the light , and inſtruRions 
c the grace of God, it will-depriye, and bereave theſoul of 
good , and that either .. : | 

1, Thorow thejr delight jn,and love to the things of this world, 
the heart is (o taken yp.with this as it's treaſure , thar it is farre- 
moved from him, and from his word, fo as it becomes unprofi- 
tablerothem : when any one heareth the word of the kingdom, 
and 1nderſtands it nor (conliders it not, or ſets not his hearc theres 
ro) .then comerh the wicked one, and catcheth away that which 
was ſown in his heart, Math. 13. 19. Yea this will ſo ſeize upon 
one when the heart follows ir , that though the ourward man be 
waking enough , yet a man may be ſo unficred hereby , that he 
hears nothing , or ovation what is heardsis ler ſlip (asI my 
ſelf have often perceived , and ſpeak as one faulty in this thing) 
ſo that if he wee preſently asked what hath been ſpoken , S 
could not tell , and ſhould he go about to anſwer , would cauſe 
ſhame to hinſſelf, Mark, 8. 17. 18. the cares of this world (which 
arethe fruir of covetouſneſs, do ſoovercharge the heart,ſo great- 
ly burden it, thatthe man is made altogether unmeer for any 
thing chat is good, Lk. 21. 34-36. Or Ka 

2. Thoygh men arediligent in hearing , and attending at the 

poſts of wiſdoms doors, yet this affeftion, and luſt followed, leads 
ro pervert what is right, and ſo to turne our table intoa ſnare, 
as it was withthem, in Fob. 6. as before is ſaid.. It ſodeprives of 
underſtanding , as tomove a man alwayes in hearing to be ſeck= 
ing meat for his luſt, and ſorobe wrefting what he heares, as that 
he may, thorow kis own wiſdom, which is enmity againſt God's 
word , ſeek to ſtrengthen himſelf, and make proviſion for this 
luſt of the fleſh : Thus it was here in this Lxk, 12. While our Sa- 
vior was ng his —_— in the hearing of the pulti= 
tude of ſaving their lives , and ſtrengthening them againſt the 
fear of parting wich them , and fo conſequently of wa, war 
everything for his ſake; the man, as overlooking the ſcope, and 
end of qur Saviors words , and onely conceiving that he was a 

cd man,ventrs forth his coverous delice $0 him;there was notthe 
[eat thing, inthe inftri:Rians, and admonitions given , to encous» 
rage hereto, yea they were altogether againſt covetouſneſs; and 
yer ſo kyuiciſh will chis luſt make, aman ; as co turn that m___ 
| 011 gat 


A Caveat againſt Covetowſueſs, * 27 
might-have been for his welfare into a' fnareunto him ; This we 
mightſee in many things; when a manhears the Goſpel of Chriſt 
faichfully , and wirhour hidden things of Diſhoneſty reached[; 
in which is ſhewn to us the greatneſs, and ſtrengrh of God'slove: 
as manifefted in Chriſt, and his loarhneſs, char men ſhould 
periſh , andhowhis grace hath abounded where fin abounded 
this covetoulneſs being inclined to, will now lead a man to 
ſtrengthen himſelf in his evil way , and ſecretly thus coreaſon ; 
Seeing he is ſo gracious, and fo cordial a lover of mankind, I 
ſhall have peace though 1 walk after the imagination of mine own 
heart; I'may continue in this my ſm, and God will be merciful 
ro menotwithſtanding; Hence the Apoſtle after he had bin ſhew= 
ing how God commenderh his love to us in that while we were 
et finners Chriſt died for us, and the freeneſs, and largneſs of 
bis grace in this gifr of grace, that ir exceeded the offence of the 
firſt man, &c. Rom. 5, Hethen, ro ſhew how thar wiſdom ins, 
that coverouſneſs in'the root, word pervert this, adds; what ſay 
we then, ſhall we continue in fin that grace may abound ? God forbid, 
Rom. 6. 1-3. ſo when a man with the inſtruftions of the grace of 
God is admoniſhing of ſloathfulneſs in bulineſs ; and ſhewing 
how unſutable ir is co the grace of God, and thoſe commandments 
iven us by the Lord Jeſus, and examples ſer before us for our 
Gaterntion to be idle, and' thar, ſuch-as will *not worke ſhalf nor 
eat : now this covetouſneſs, perverting whar is right, will both 
tead a man as with reſpe& ro himſelf, ro be unſober in his exer- 
ciſe abour the rhings Here below, and ro work, that he may lay 
up treaſures for hiniſelf here on earch, and ſuppoſe this ro be god= 
+lineſs, and a vertue; becauſe oppolitero the former vice, though 
indeed it is-another extream, of which we are warned, Math, 6.' 
19. Eph. 4.28. Orelfc irwill lead him as with reſpe&ro others ro 
be over quick=tighred, and fay others are idle, and will not work, 
and ſuch ſhould notear, the Apoſtle hath fo commanded, and 
pretend@ this ro be their duty ro wichhold from them, when 
they are ſerving their coverouſneſs; hence the Apoſtle, when he 
had warned of 1dleneſs, and commanded with quietneſs ro work, 
and eat their own bread; he adds; But ye brethren, be n:t weary of 
well doing ; as intimating , that the fleſh would be ready ro per- 
vert this, and lead a man to withhold mere than is meer, 2 Thef. 
3. 10-13. And ſo when people are low, and in ſtraits, and come 
rohear the tidings of rhe freeneſs of God's grace in Chriſt, = 
| » 
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24 A Caveat againſt Covetouſmeſt. 

what this will wack in them char receive ic withthe heart, how 
this will frame them to be giving all the day long, to giveto him 
thar askes, according ro our a ink Or. h ſaich this coveronſ- 
neſs, this is a blefſed dofrineindeed, and theſe are the people 
ye will cleave to, and follow wich; while, mean time, their heart 
goeth after their coverouſnefs, and they profeſſedly follow Chriſt 
tor the loaves fake, and are ſecking mear for theirluſts, and ne- 
verconfider, how this grace comes to ſave them, and inbringing 


ſalvation, moves, and ſtrengrhens, that denying ungodlineſs,an 


worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, &c, 

3. Oc elſe ic will cauſe a man torake offence at the light becauſe 
ot it's reproving, and diſcovering quality, and ſecretly rodepart 
from ir; ſoas not fo toreceive the love of the truth as ro be ſaved 
thereby; it will cauſe a mano hate reproof; ſo that, thoughſuch 
may fir before God's ſervants,as bis people, and hear their words, 
and ſhew much love : Yea the Miniſters of Chriſt (in their ſpeak- 
ings) may be asa very lovely ſong of one thar hath a pleaſant 
voice, and they hear rheir words, yet they do them nor becauſe 
their heart goerh after their coverouſneſs, Ezek, 33. 31.32. This 
will lead ro hate the light, when ic diſcovers their deeds to be e- 
vil, and co hate thoſe that are faithful reprovers, as ghoſe before 
ſpoken of : Senof man, ſaith the Lord, the children of thy people are 
talking againſt thee by the walls, and in the doores of the houſe (name- 
ly, privarely, and ſecretly, ſo as the propher might not know it, 
till God revealed icto him,) and yet they ſay, Come [pr you, and 
bear what i the word that cometh forth from the Lorde ek. 33. 30, 

1. oh. 3. 19,20, So the Prop Pkg alſo ſignifies, and 
bewailes. - To whom (faith he) hall cak, end give warning, that 
they may bear z, beheld their ear is uncircumciſed and they cannot bear 
(nor hear in hearing, not endure ſound dodtrine) behold the word 
of the Lordis @ reproach to them, they bave nodelight in it , Whence 
was this ? For from the leaſt of them even to the greateſt of them, eve= 
ry one 85 given to coveton[neſs, Jer. 6. 10-13, Yea fo brytiſh will 
this. make a man, when given to ir, as even openly to reje& , de- 
ſpiſe, and ſeek ro deftroy.rhe word of the Lord, when ic ftrikes a- 
gainſt ic, and ſhews the evil nature, and fruir of it ; Or that God 
will ſo proceed in his judgments, as to ſirip them of the objects 
of this luſt : See whar Feboiaking wickedneſs was, when he heard 
the rall read, which Jeremy had received fromthe Lords mouth, 
and ſaw others cut ic, and caſt it intotheficez yet. he was not 


afraid ; 
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afraid; Yea though ſome made interceſſion that he would nor 
burr, 'yet he would "not hear 3 Whence proceeded this open 
' wickedneſs? ſurely-from hence; Thineeyes, and thine beart (faith 
- God ro him) @re not but for thy coveteeſneſs, and therefore he could 
not endure to hear of the'King of Babylonrcoming ro deſtrgy the 
narion. -- Compare Fer. 36, 23-29. with Chap. 22.17. This alſo 
was the cauſe of their wiſe men's; Priefts, and Prophets rejeRing 
the word of the Lord , Fer.'8:'9,10.: Hence They are faid tobe 
 ſurb as fear Grd; who bate covetouſneſs, Exod. 18. 21, And how- 
evet certainit-is,thar though men have received the word of the 
kingdom in ſome meaſure co purpoſe, yer going out, theſe thornes, 
the cares of this world ,- and' deceitfulneſs of riches , and luſt of 
other things entring in, choak the word, and ir, and ſorthe man, 
becomes unfruirful, Math; 13. '22.-Mark, 4. 18,19, Lak, $. 14. 
And thisteads to the'next. | | 
' 2, It bereaves, and hinders the ſoul of good, namely of doing 
good, and ſo conſequently of being further made parcakers of it, 
and injoying it; For if we be wife, we ſhall be wiſe for our ſelves, 
and ſo 1. it hinders from doing'good, with this worlds good, 
which he is purting into *our hands , that according ro what we ' 
have, we might do good to all men , and eſpecially ro the houſ- 
hold of faith, and in doing which,as moved, and inſtruted by the 
grace of God, we might in ſome meaſure adorn the doftrine of 
God our Savior z and 9 either 1. ir will ſhur up the bowels of 
our compaſſion when opened, that we ſhall nor be faichful, as is 
requiced of ſtewards: God's end in giving to us the things of 
this world is, ' thar'we ſhould according ro our abiliry do goud 
herewith in our life time, Eccl, 3.12. And hence I conceive they 
are called another mans, Lzk, 16. 13. Not onely becauſe they 
paſs from one ro another, and no man can be ſure of them, but 
as they received them from others (for they bronghr nothing inco 
the world with them) fairis certain, they ſhall carry nothing our 
with them : Bur alſo becauſe he. is intruſting men wirk the things 
of this lite as ſtewards, who-muſt give an account hereof ro him; 
he is putting 'them into their hands, that according as he is in- 
firuting, and moving them they ſhould diſpenſe to others, and 
choſe thar are rich mighr be rich -in good workes, ready ro com- 
municare to the needs of others; even as icis with ſtewards, that 
which is commitred to them is not that they ſhould lay it up for 
rhemfelyes onely, buc that according to the inſtruction of their 
| E Lords, 
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Lords, they might take theirogn portions, and diſpenſe thereof 
ro others'of their fellow-ſervants im the family ; (> he is giving 


theſe things into our hands, that we might.herewich make ro our 


ſelves friends of the. lammon of unrighteouſneſs;, with this un- 
certain riches : But now this Covetouſneſs recained and ſerved, 
ſhurs up the bowels of our compallions, when God is = 

them on ſight of,our brothers meed. Thus it was withthe rich 
man, he had all opportunity to have made Lazarss his friend, 
wichithis Mammon of unrighteauſneſs, but negle&ed itz . and this 


our Savior adds, after he. had! been inſtructing to faithfulneſs in 


diſpoſing whar is commitred-to us , and admoniſhing of cove- 
rouſneſs, as intimating , this was'the roorof ir, Luk..26. 9-25- 
This alſo wasthe cauſe of thegreat evil of. the fool mention'din 
the parable,in this, Lzk. x.2.when his ground brought: forth plenti- 
fully, he thus reaſons with himſelf, what ſhall Ldatbecauſe I have 
no room where to beſtow my: fruits. ?:.( had he obſerved the in- 
ſtrufions of the grace of God, he ſhould not have been ar a loſs 


* for this , for the poor are always with us; that we might do good 
- tothem,: and refreſhtheir bowels, /in relieving their neceflicies , 
this he/never thought 'of, but) he ſaid , Ibo will Ido, Twillpull 
down my barn, and build greater; and there will Theftiw all-my fraits, 


and my goods, &c. This man God calls faol, becauſe heithaiighr 
not of laying up his treaſure better, or.in a better place, even in 
heaven, andthis was the iſſue of his covetouſneſs ; and hence it is 
immediatly joyned ro the admonicion we are ſpeaking to; Luk. 
12. 15-20. And ſich fool isevery'one: that layerh up treaſures 
for himſelf, and is not rich toward God, ver.'2z, ..2, Qrif jt 
have not ſuch dominion over us-asquite roſhut up the-bowels of 
our compaſſion, bur we are diſpenfing to others.z. yer ſtill this co- 
vetouſneſs conſulted with, and yeilded ro, will hinder, an1de- 
prive us of good, and that either A OO VII: 8 

1. By caufing us todo what we do niggardly., and: ſparingly; 
and ſo-not 2s a matter of bounty, but of covetouſfnels, 2 Cor. 9, 
5,6. And todo what wedo grudgivgly, as that which is agrie« 
vous thing , and makes us ſad, and ſorrowful to part with any 
thing ; or at beſt rodo it of neceflity, becauſe we muſt doir,ir is 


our duty todo ic, and ſo doit according tothe oldneſs of the ler- þ 


rer, andnot witha chearful, willing, and prepared minde, and 
then it is not accepted, brit a dead work, and for which there is no 


reward, - Compare 2 Cor, 9, 7.and 8, 12, with 1.Cor, 9. 16, 17. 
Indeed 
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' A Caveat apdinſt Covetduſucſt 27 
Indeed che'doing what we doout of 'neceflity, and becauſe icis 


LY 


- our-duty fimply, this is of high accqunt with ſome men, who de- 


ice to'be teachers of the law , and know not what they ſay, nor 
whereof they affirme'; and therefore the great motive they uſe to 
preſs others forward toany.good work is, Becauſe itis mens du- 
rodo-it; and ſo theſe leaders of the people (who as they are roo 
like the Phariſees in being oppoſers of the grace of God to ſinners, 
ſo in this that they are coverous) reach mertro erre in every work 
of their hand; bur ſuch a doing onely, is unacceptable with God, 
for he loves a chearful giver; And to this, I ſay, this evilroor 
leads men, to do things ofneceſliry , and therewith alſo ſparing» 
ly, and to withhold in their giviags more than is meet (as Pro. 
11-24.)ahd keeps them from abounding iti the work of the Lord; 
hence the Apoſtle when he gives us commandments by the Lord 
Jeſus to thoſe things in which liberalicy , and chearfulnefs is to 
exerciſed , he.warnes of this iniquity, Heb, 13.1-97, Let (faith 
he) brotherly love continze (even that peculiar matiner of love with 
which they are to be loyed, andwhich leadsus to do good to them, | 
eſpecially who are of the beuſhold of faith, ttherwiſe we ſhall lovein 
word, andin tongue, nit in deed, and ix truth, 1 Joh, 3. 17, 18. 
Jam. 2. 14-17. ) Be not forgetful to entertain firangers, &c. (to 
rake them in; Math. 25. 35. Lodg them, and uſe hoſpiraliry ro- 
ward them, 1 Tim.. p- 10, Fob. 31,32, ) Remember them that 
are iti bonds (eſpecially for the Goſpel, and fo' remember them 
as that brotherly love may continue in the exerciſe of it roward 
them, in coming unto them, and viſtting them, giving meat ro 
them thatare hungry, &c. Math. 25. 35;:36.) Remember them 
who have the cule over you, (not onely im reaping their ſpiritual 
thif\igs, but in diſpenſing rothem of our carnal rhings, &. x Cor. 
9. 11. Gal, 6.6-10,) Now that we may thus love in truth, and 
walk in the exerciſe of love, he doth between theſe inſtructions, 
inſert this admonition; let your coxverſation be ' without covetonſneſs, 
as linifying that otherwiſe we ſhall nor do, or do negligently, and 
grudgingly what his grace requires of us : | 

2. Orelſe, in ſhewing love, this luſt followed will lead us to 


| ſeek after filthy lucre,8& foro the intiching our ſelves; to love them 


that love us, to do good, and lend, hoping for ſomewhar again, 
and then whart thanks ſhall we have, or good ſhall we do; Lk, 
6.'32-35. Hence the Apoſtle when he inftruts co walk in love, 
adds; Bu covetorſneſs let it not be once named amongſt you, Eph 5.1-3, 
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mphing, thatif chis be not watchr againft'in the light ofthe 

Lord, ir will lead us in walking in Tove tp be airying at our own +, 

advantage, or providing for the preſent rime ; or rime to come, 

when we may poſflibly fall-intg want alſo; or-elſe to doit ourof a 

defire of vain-glory that we may have praiſe of men, Mat. 6.2-4+ 

-* 2, Ichinders and deprivestheToul of good, with reference to, 

and in their ſpeakings ro-others, in which they ſhould ſpeak as - 

the oracles of God (both as to the matter , in ſpeaking as they 

{peakro every thing, and as roche manner, in ſo ſpeaking as they 

inſtruct , -and move us, namely that abſtaining from flefhly luſt, 

they have their converſarion honeſt, chaſt to rhe deſign of Chriſt) 

that God in all chings may be glorified by Jeſus Chfiſt;. and ſo 

1. ic ſomerimes keeps'thoſe char belieye on Chrift from __— 
him, Lek, 9.59, 60. and eſpecially in times of tribulation, an 

perſecution for Chriſt's ſake; Oh how will rhis covetouſneſs 

inclined to perſwade men to. favour themſelves, and: to keep 

their mouths as with a bridle when there is danger, for fear of loo« 

ſing their liberties , and goods ; td bringing! pon themſelves 

ſhame, reproach , and poverty ; inſmuating this ro be the great» 
eſt folly that can be; this will chruſt ſore at men, that they ma 

conceal the words of the Holy One ; and therefore alſo our:Sas 

vior here may give this adaonition ſo generally as to include his 

diſciples, that they ſhould take beed, and beware of covetouſneſs, when 

. he had been inftcuting them ro hold forth the word of life ;” and 

therein co nw 4 -of the afflitions of the Goſpel ; leſt other= 

wiſe they ſhould be aſhamed of the Teſtimony of Chriſt. This 

may be included in the cauſe of the Rulers not confefling him, 

who believed on him ; left they ſhould be put our 'of the ſyna- 

gopue,and thereby be deprived of the advantage, and honor thar 

hicherco they had received; Fob. 12. 42. This made Demas for- 

ſake rhe Apoſtle { becauſe he loved.this preſent world, 2 Tim, 

4.10. AndTathe Apoſtle ftich, while ſame have coveted after mo= 

ney, they have erred from the faidb, (pork from rheir holding faſt 

the profeſſion of it , and' ſo perſiſting from the faith it ſelfe , or 

fi om the believing of it, 1 7:17. 6,20, Orelſe 2. if ſuch ſeem co 

hcld on their former way,*and pretend ro ſeek the. good of men 

in their confeſſion of Chriſt, yer retaining a ſecrefinclinarion ro 

this hurtful root, icwvill pervert them in rthgir way and render 

' themainfeuicful , and unſucceſsful ; hence rhe Apoſtle, in his in- 


truſting Timothy, and dice&ing him in his choices thoſ#thar are 
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meet to. go before others in the word of the Lord , tells him, that 


.- "# — 


' ſuch:an onemnſ{ not be greedy of filthy lucre, not covetous, x Tim, 3.3. 


Tit. x. 7. So he faith of Deacons alſo, 1 Tim.3 8. fignifying that - 
ſuch an oneasis given to this evil is unmeet forthis ſervice; For 
either itwill lead men to Speak ſuch things as are not meer, and 
10 cortuprt the word of God, as ro ſuir mens humors, and teach 
things they ought nor, for this filthy lucres ſake, Tr. x. 11, when 
there is hope ofprofit; ro hare their brethren in their heart, and 
mot torebuke them , bur ſuffer fin upon them, -leſt by dealing 
plainly and faithfully ,chey fail of their expeCtation, which was roo 
uſual with Prieſts and Prophers formerly; For(faich the Propher) 
every one from the leaft to the" greateſt is given to covetouſneſs, & (from 
hence) from the Prophet even.to the Prieſt, every one dealeth fol: for 
they bave healed the hurt of the daughter of my people ſlightly, ſaying, 
peace, peace, when there is nopeace, je r. 6,13,14.and $.10,11, In 
which(Fconceive)the Prophet declares the iniquity both of prieſts 
and'/people; the people they were given to ir,-and could noten- 
dure ſound doQrine ;' and the hearr of+ Prieſts and Prophets was 
given generally to ir,and therefore that they might bear rule and 
the people might pur into their mouths, they ſuited their humors 
'and ſowed pillows under their elbows , and-ſo daubed them up 
with untemper'd mortar, 2 Pet, 2. 3. And oh that none of the 
ſpiritual Prieſthood were thus polluced with rhis iniquicy, that 
they were not too much overlooking the evils of ſuch as from 
whom they hope to receive gain , ſo as not to deal faithfully with 
them; in warning of them ; the Apoſtle when ke faith, I ceaſed 
Not to warn every one, &c, adds I have coveted no man's gel 4, &c. 
Implying, tharif he had, this might have kept him from dealing 
Faichulty; AJ. 2d. 31-33; Or toward ſuch as are poor, ir will 
lead them ro deal with ſuch in proud wrath,to be roo quick-ſight- 
ed in beholding their moars, and to be too ſharply reproving 
them, or unſeemlily backbiting them as guilry of many evils, 
-when as were they in them that might anſwer their covetous de- 
fire, they would ſcarcely be raken notice of; roo-much like rhoſe, 
Mica. 3:5- He thar puts not into their mouths, they even pre- 
pare war againſt him, and however this iniquity being yielded 
ro, and ſuffered to bring forth fruit, will render a man unprofica- 
ble in their ſervice, for it will provoke God ro wichdraw, and 
withhold the preſence of*his ſpirir wy" them , ſo as thar though 
they be in-pain, and labor robring forth, they ſhall wor node 
© liverance; 
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30 4 Caveat againſt Covetouſmeſ? 
liverance; For hog the coyetous blefſeth -himſelf, yer the 
Lord abhors him, Pſal. 10. 3. Je. 57. 15. He will-not have fel» 
 lowlhip with them, ſuch ſhat{nor ftand in his fight as owned, and 
approved by him; andtherefqre what fineſs. ſoever otherwiſe 
they might have , and how, meex, ſever they; mayithink chem 
ſelves ro be for inſtrutingorherss Yer: they- will nort-proſper, 
- while they hold faſt this deceic , and-come not to,the fountain 
ro be walhed fromit ; yea while they in preaching the word go 
about co-reprove athers for, being pollutegl with this iniquity, and 
they themſelves-are not waſhed- from jt., 'meti; will ſecretly foarh 
w hat eyer. they ſay, 'and: are even ſtrengthned intheinevil ways, 
and rake occalion to ſpeak evil many times of the: way of reuth;, 
while they fay.to others, they ſhall nor cover, or fteal, and yer they 
rhem(elves rake liberty ro do ict themfelyes:, by occafion hereof, 


RY 


the name of Gad is blaſphemed among the Gentiles:, as Rom. 


2.19-28 Hence the Apoſtle renders this as a reaſon ofcheir ſuc- 
ce(stulneſs, and that rheir-eatrance was not in vain, F.ri (faighhe) 
we uſed nt at any time a cloak of covetouſneſs, G1d 15 witneſs, x Thel, 
2. 1-5. Thereforethis iniquity is tobe fled from, and hated, be- 
cauſe itdeprives and bereaves the ſoul of oi] 


ood- | FU 13 
Demon. F, This covetouſneſs, the, love 2 money, is the root of all - 


evil,1 Tim. 6, 10. | Therefore to be; abſtain'd ffom,jand mortifi» 
ed; allevil ſprings from ic, as from'ir's root z thoughthere may 
be other roots alſo, yet this is expreſly ſaid ſorobez and ſoir is 


the root of ungodlineſs, and unrighteenſneſs, or worldly lufts. - 


x. It is the root of_ungodlineſs. The firſt commandment is, 
T hou ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thy hears, &c, Marth, 22: 37- 
But this ſervEdleads us to hate him ; For wo man tanſerye two ma» 
ters, he will love theone and hate the other, &c, Luk. 16. 13,14. 
Now covetouſneſs way love of this world, itneceſlarily ſup» 
poſes , .andleadstoan hatred of God, while it is ſerved; hence 
the Apoſtle faith, If any man love the-world, the love of the Father 
35 not in bim, al oh. 2-15, that is, God's love towards us in Chrift 
dwel's notrichly in ſuch an one ; and alſo the love of the Father, 
namely, love to, and of him withall che heart, isnoria ſuch an 
one, 3 Foh.5.3.and ſo B, 

1. Icleads us tro ſetup ſome other obje&,, and thing before us 
as God,: yea covetouſnels.is ſaid co be idolatry, Col. 3. 5. And the 
covetous man an idolater, fgþ. 5.5. The hearr of ſuch.an one 
ſecretly depart fromthe .Lofd , and gives-that honour to money, 
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Is leads to bowing- down to ir, and +o be" truſting jn ir, axthar 
which will prote& fromthe power of evil; 'henee thar inſtruftion; 


Cborge themthet are rich;;-that yrs frieft not in uncertain riches ; 
x. Tim.6.27. . And ſotoexpet help from his inthe rime of trou- 
ble, Pſal.49. 6. Hb. 2,9. Andas thoſe that rememberthe name 
of the Lord make their boaſt of him , fo theſe in their riches, (or 
if they hayethem not , yet conceive ſuch an exellency in them, 
that they. would boaſt 'inthem if they had'them) and even bleſs 
themſelves z. the covetous blefſeth bimſelſ, and abborreth God, Pſal. 
x0. 3..Zech. 11. 5. erp hearts may be ſolifted up when rich- 
es are increaſed , that they may ſay they are God, Exch, 28. 2-9. 
Andſoſer their mourhes g_—_ the heavens,&c. Pſal.73.3-9. 
2; .It leads men to worſhip God by ſome other merinm' than 
Jeſus Chrift j-as deelared in the Teſtimony, who is the onely way 
of pam God, andeither voluntarily ro ſerve other things, 
or Ged by other things,that they may injoy plenty of all things, 
and it may. go'well-with them, as ic was with them, Fey. 44. r5- 
19. Or which is of the ſame nature, to worſhip God. by mens 
precepts , andbethe ſervants'of men in theirſpirits, and con- 
ſciences, and by obſerving theſe torhink Goud-will accept them ; 
yea and to'comeby their riches as the way to God , Zech. 11. 5. 
Or elſe unwillingly they will conform ro men, and worſhip, and 
have'their fear taught by their traditions rather tHanto be expo- 
ſed tothe danger of loofing the obje& of their hearts delight, and 
defire; and £ will many times comply with men in their fipers 
ſtirions, worſhippings of images, &e. even to the wounding of 
their conſciences , thar-they may ſect re their ſubſtance'ro rhem- 
ſelves; and ſo it.is true , whether willingly, or unwillinply , a// 
tbe world wanders after the beaſt , and all the inhabiters of the earth 
have been made drunk, with the wine of the|fernication of the whore; 
ſuch one way or other ſhall bedefiled with women ( the whore, 
or her Cangegers) ſo asto partake of their pollutions, either ſay- 
ing, a confederacy, or feat ing their fear, Rev, 13. 3, 4. and 14. 4; 
and 17. 2.1Tim.6.9, 10. + Nokt 
3. Ir leadsto rake God's name in vain, aud thatby ſwering 
eurling, and fo profaining his name, Fxdg. 17.2: Yea and by 


forſwearing, breaking vows, and promiſes made ro him, and of 


whichhe is witnek , when ſuch an one hath been ſivearing to his: 
own hurt , or yowing and promiſing ſuch things as ſtand, or: 
I prove 


Chriſt;\and Godin him , Fer, 27. 5; 
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prave in conclufion, croſs tocheicgreedy defign. Thus Zedeksab 
and the people pallured God's name,/in thar, when they had 
made a-vowz and, cavenant to ive tary ro the ſervants, they 


broke gs may.ſeem this was the cauſe of ir;becauſethe keep- 
ing it confaſted not with their profir, Fer. 34. 8416, "For: the 
leaſt to the greateſt every one was given to covetouſneſs; and indee 
ofcen times this leads.to breach of coyenanr, and promiſe, even 
when the promife made hath rended to their more free, and pro» 
firable ſeeking the kingdom of God; yetinow they. cannot keep* 
ir, they pretend, becauſe it will be of great hurt , 'and prejudice 
to them z they haye bought a peice of ground, or haveafarm 
in their hands , and they muſt needs go ( they have a neceſſity, 
cr a necellity Hes upon them ſo ro'do) and ſee it, look after, and 
props ir, and therefore they defire, and hope they ſhall be ex= 
cuſed, Lk, 14.18. - But ſhall he-proſper thar doth ſuch things? 
Yea more generally this leads to take his nameln vain, and're- 
cieve lfis grace in vain, while, though mencall themſelves of the 
holy city, and. cry the temple of 'the Lord are we, .yea and ſome of 
them may have been brought nigh to him by the blood of Jeſus, 
and ſerved him in his temple , yer they run with others rorthe 
ſame- exceſs of rior, in ſarfetring, and drunkenefs, or in cham= 


bring, and wantonneſs #c, and have fellowſhip with men in their - 


unfruitful workes of darkneſs ; Oh how do ſuch cauſe the namie 
of God, and his dod&rine to be blaſphemed! Pro, 36; 9. How 
doth it open the mouths of men ( not againſt this covetouſneſs 
the root hereof, bur) againſt the-glorious Goſpel, as if irwere 
a miniftry of ip ineſs? how arethe profane ones gladded, to 
ſee that thoſe 'who formerly had eſcaped the pollutions of the 
world thorow the knowledge of the Lord and Savior, and were 
ſeperarefrom them ; rhat now they are turned with the dog to 
bis vomit, andthar ſuch can keep company-with them, and ſwear, 
and drink; yea and. ſomtimes be drunk alſo? this is a ſport to 
them, andrhey are ftrengthned in their wickedneſs, arnidready 
ro ſay, it.is in vain to ſerve God; and yer tothis, in times of tem- 
ration eſpecially, will coverouſneſs lead one , Eph. 5. 16-18. 
They that will be rich (that have a defign , and reſolution ſoto 
be)fall into temptation, and a ſnare, (intorhe fear of man, in which 
they are intangled, and ferter'd that they dare do nothing thar 
may offend them, Pre, 29. 25.) end (thence) into many fooliſh, 
and burtſul Iufts, which drown men in deftraciton, aud perdinon, 
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A Caveat igvinft Covetonſreſy, 33 
x Tim 4.9. This will lead men into fooliſh Hufts, even intoſuch as 
ſcem not to ſtand with their defign,ſuchas drunkenneſs, in which 
they ſpend rhat rhey love fo dearly; yet their having fellowſhip 
with men herein; rending to rheir gerring, or keeping what they 
have, by gaining, and ſecuring the favour of the world to them; 
hence ic —_ y tends to therr deſign. - 

4. Itleads to profane God's reſt, to count Jeſus Chriſt, who 
is thereſt (in whom God hath taken up his reſt, and well-pleaf- 
ednefs, and the reſt he hath prepared for our weary ſpirits, and 
the refreſhing, Heb. 4. 3, 4. 1a. 28. 12.) a common, and profane 
thing, and inſufficient, ro fatiate our ſouls, and therefore leads 
rorakeupreſt, and ſeek ſatisfaction in thar which is not bread, 
an1 therefore will nor ſatisfie; thus the fool in the parablere- 
ſolves ; Twill ſay tomy ſoxl, take thy reſt, 8c. Luk, 12, 19. though 
he never came atir, nor will this ſatisfie, and thereforeit is a vain 
converſation here to be — Yea and itleadsto profane 
his holy-day (that time he hath fer apart for a ſolemn waiting 
upon him , and thereto — from our own works, tofignifie 
ro us, that it is he that doth ſanCtifie us, and that, in ceaſing from 
our own works,and by faith entring into his reſt, Exod.31.13.17.) 
I fay ir leads to profane ir, nor onely by ſaying, when will the ſab- 
bath be gowe,that we may ſet forth wheat? as counting that a weari= 
ſome time as it was with them, Amos. 8. 5. but moregroſly 
either by over-working themſelves, and- their ſervants in the {ix 
days, that they are meet for no hallowing his day ; or imploy= 
ing them in doing their ordinary ſervile work , to the depriving 
them of waiting upon him, and provoking Gods wrath, Neb. 13. 
15-22, fer,17.21-27- Iſa, 58.3.7.13. 

2. And ſoalfo, this ts the root of unrighteouſneſs, or worldly 
luſts, and contrary to our loving our neighbour as our ſelves, as 
the grace of God doth inſtruft,, yea and as he is thereby working 
itin us z -axd the righteouſneſs of the law foall be fulfilled in them 
who are in Chrift Teſus, who walk not after the fleſh, Intt after the 
ſpirit, even the righteous affeftions, and ſervices thereof, no: by 
our own wiſdom , and ftrengrh in obſerving thelaw as alaw of 
works, and folooking on ir as our dury , bur inceafing from our 
own works, andenrring into God's reſt, and chorow the ſpirir 
waiting for the hope of righteouſneſs by faith, Rom. 8 4. Gal. 5, 6. 
16.21, 22. Tothisfove of our neighbour, coyerouſnels is contra- 
ry, Rem, 13.9, And ſoitleads 

i. To 


of "7 

_ my .AI% 
{wn 
- » 


34 ' #C gveat againſt Covetonſueſs. "+4 

r. 'Todiſhonor Parents, whether natural, - or civil, or thoſe 
that by God's providence are ſet over us in that ſtead ; and notro 
give them that honor , reverence, or obedience which is due to 
them , and ro be given them in che Lord, even in the acknow- 
ledgment, andfear of _ and for the Lords fake , in reverence 


Eh, 
} 


to his wiſdom, and fairhfulneſs, who hath ſer them in ſuch a ſta- 
rron of command, and authoricy, and us in the place of ſubje- 
&ion. This will lead us to withhold from natural parents that 
honor due to them , in which is included a requiring them, in 
proyieng for them, and maintaining them when in ſtrairs, and 

ought ro poverty : Thus the Phariſees who were covetous , 
they honor'd nor their parents, yea and raughr others to tranſ= 
greſche command of GoJ,and pretended godlineſs in thus tranſ= 
grelling» God commanded (faith our Savior) Join, bonor thy Fa 
ther, and Mother, &&c. But yeſay, whoſoever ſhall ſayto bis Father, 


or Mother it 1s @ gift, by whatſoever thou maieſt be profited , (orit is Þ 


Corban) a thing devoted and ſet apart for religious, and pious 
uſes (poſſibly for the maintenance of ſuch teachers, or ſuch Pha- 


riaical Miniſters ) he ſhall be free from the obligation of Gods F 


law; or is obliged to keep his former vow,and ſocannothonor his 


Father, &c. Math. 15. 3-6. Mark, 7. 9-12. And this leads to re- | 


bel againſt authorities, and rulers fer overus, and fo toreſiſt the 


ordinance of God, that men may ſer their neſt on-high, while yer | 


they may pretend Godlineſs for ſo doing, 2 T:m.3, 2. 1 Pet, 2. 
11-17. And it leads others who would be accounted the moſt 
free from rebellion,to difhonor,or not to honor principalicies,and 
powers,when their proficlies ar ſtake, The grace of God inſtructs 
fo render to all their due,tribute to whom trilxte,cuſtomts whom cn= 
ftom, &c, Now how many are there, yea and of thoſe alſo who 
repure themſelves, and would be reputed the beſt ſubje&ts, and 
moſt loyal to the higher powers, who yer wonld wiehhold from 
them what by Law or Cuſtom is due co them, and defraud 
them thereof ; yea many times fleal their Cuſtoms ; and if they 
—_ vg om as they can _= wy of thar 7 wo " 
right they ouphr ro pay, they will rather lay ir upon others ſhoul- 
der's and however : is LA $115 wa VRedoh "ty for wrath they 
do what they do, and the roor thereof is the love of money, Row:. 
13. 1-7. Tit. 3. 1-3: Ir's a rare thing to be found, thata man 
will our of conſcience toward God give to the authorities what 
appertains to them, when they can by any means ayoid it, and 

cleverly 
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2 C avrat againſt Covetouſueſe. 35 
cleverly come off, nor will this be done, unleſs coverouſneſs be- 
abftained from; fo far will covetous perſons be from imitating 
our Savior, who would pay what he was nor obliged to, leſt he 
ſhould offend; that on rhe other hand, they will ſeek ro keep, and 
hold what they areingaged ro pay from thoſe in power. 

2. So alſo ic leads ro murther, or kill anecher, and to thoſe 
things which are included in,.and lead ro the murthering our 
neighbor, ſuch as anger, wrath, Oc. when it is without caule, or 
exceeds the due bounds,as to the meaſure,or continuance thereof, 
as our Savior ſignifies, Math. 5. 21-23, How will this iniquity 
followed lead men to have an evil eye ar, and enyy the good, and 
property of another, Pro. 28. 22. And tobe angry wich, and 

ate thoſe that are faithful reprovers, Amos. 5. 10-12. Or fecret- 
I; co wiſh, and deſire the dearth, and removal of ſuch, by whom 
| they may beinriched 5 yea and aQually to ſeek their deſtrution 

s © by whom they may increaſe to themſelves , and farisfie their cove- 

s | cous deſire; This led Judas ro betray his Maſter z Fezabel, and 

» © 4babtoconſpire, and compaſs the death of Nzboth; Yeaand ic 

s | leads thoſe in power to murther the innocent, and thoſe that are 

s © quietinthe land ; hence the Lord ſaith ro Feboiakim z thine eyes, 

| and thine beart are not but for thy covetouſneſs, and (as the fruit here- 

got) to ſhed innecent blood, Jer, 22.17. Ezek. 22. 13-17. Yea 

& how doth this lead them that have the faith of our Lord Jeſus, ro 


r 
a; have it with reſpe& of perſons; and fo to deſpiſe, flighc, and un- 
| dervaluethe poor, and in their aſſemblies to bid them to ſer at + 


their foor-ſtool (while they ſhew great reſpect ro ſuch as have gay 
1pparel, eſpeciaHy if they have but any hope of adyantage from 
Them) and herein they are guilry of murder, Fam. 2. 1-11. And 
\o [89 hare ſuch as rebuke them faichfully, eſpecially if they are poor 
14 Wn this world;and be that hates his brother is a murderer, 1 Joh.3 15+ 
m {ca whence come wars ,and fighrings amongſt us, ſtrifes,conren- 
1& Fions,con-ufions, & every evil work,come they nor from this love 
ey B* aud friend(hip of the world? See F2m.4.1-4.aud fo from rhar 
vidom from beneath, which is coverouſneſs in the roor, Fam. 3. 
4-16. Thele all are joyned wich this iniquity,Rom. 1. 29,30. 

3- Soir leads unto, andis the root of Adultery, Fornicatior, 
nd ſuch filchynefs of the fleſh as ſhould not once be named a- 
onglt ſaints.. Indeed as covetouſneſs is more largly taken, fo 
his falchyneſs is included in it,ic being ſuch an iniquity as in which 
en , or women not content with Gad's allow.:n:e, and gitr, 
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covet afrer ſome {ych perſon as is forbidden him of God, and that 
which leads ro this iniquity is called, covering our neighbors wife, 
Oc, He hath allowed every man, according to his inſtrutions, 
to have his own wife , and every woman her own husband, but 
this lift infinuates to us thar tollen waters are ſweet, and that 
thar oncly will give ſatisfation which is the forbidden fruir, and 
ſo perſwades that evil is good, and good evil; it is perſwading 
tharthe unlawful injoymenc of ſuch, or ſuch a perſon will give 
reſt ro Cc becauſe ic will do fo in concluſion, for when their 
luſts are farisfied, they are as far from having what they propoſed 
ro themſelves as before; and whereas they canceired the having 
fellowſbip with ſuch an one as is forbidden of God would tend 
much to their contentment , and therefore they cover greedily, 
and are even fick of this carnal love, yet it proves contrary to 
their expeRation , and they are as far from reſt as ever: Yea the 
objetof their love, and luft, many times comes to be ſubjedt of 
their hatred : As in the caſe of Amnon. He loved his fair fifter 
Tamar, and-he was ſo vexed that hefell fick for her, as thinking 
it hard forhim to do any thing tro her z but when through che 
ſubclery of his friend he had accompliſhr his deſire, he hated her 
exceedingly (though ſhe was fair, and a kings daughrer, and he 
had ſo paltionarly luſted after her before) ſo that the hatred where- 
with be bated her, was greater than the love wherewith he had loved 
her, 2 Sam,13. 1-415» Andas covetouſneſs is more ftriftly 
raken for a love of, and deſire after riches ,- ſo it is-that which 
leads perſons that are capable , to rhe committing of this fin of 
urcleanneſs; hence the admonicion of having .our converſation 
without coverouſneſs, is immediately ſubjoyned, after the Apoſtte 
faid , Wheremongers and adulterers God will judge , Heb. 13. 4,5. 
As if he would fignifie, that the baving our converſation with cc 
verouſnefs will apt, and lead to that uncleanneſs : ſo they tha 
arefreinds, or lovers of the world are called Adulterers, and 
Adultereſſes, Jam. 4. 4- Poſlibly, nor onely becauſe hereby thei 
hearts are departing from the Lord, and fo they commir ſpiritua 
adutrery , bur alſo to fignifte that the love of the world leads tc 
outward and bodily adultery. Now this love of money is the 
root of this evil either indiretly, or more dire&ly. 

1: Indireftly, as when ic leads into ſuch paths as occaſic 
mens committing. ſuch iniquity , as when perſons in marrying 
marry not according to the inſtructions of the grace of God, anc 
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are unequally yoked, and joyn themſelves wich' fuch as rhey 
cannotlove, as is meet inthar relation z hence having node- 
light in their own yoke-fellows,they even expoſe themſelves, and 
their yoke-fellows to any temptation , and are many times taken 
in this ſnare of the Devil ; how many are there that prerended 
loveto, and are marryed with ſuch as they ſecretly loath, or 
however have no delight in, becauſe their heart is inclined to it's 
covetouſneſs, and they thus fir themſelves for this filrhineſs of the 
fleſh. Hence'the Apoſtle when he aſſerts the honorableneſs of 
marryage,and condemns whoredom, he adds, let your converſatzon 
be without covetouſneſs, Heb. 13. 4, 5. Or when men, or women, 
live not with each orher according to knowledg, but abſenr ihem= 
ſelves one from another , and defraud one another roo Jong tor 
filchy lucres ſake, <bey lay open themſelves, and iheir relation 
many times totheluſts of others , and which ever perſon offends, 
not onely is that party guilty of the fin which commits it aQually, 
bur the other who thus occationed ir, he, or ſhe, cauſeth the other 
to commir adultery ; like that, Math, 5.32. Or when more ge- 
nerally, perſons aim-at adantage , thar they may have,berrer 
trading , and ingage others ro them, or have the favor of the 
world , and be continued in the camp, and lookt upon as ſuch as 
are of the world's confederacy , and no diſſenters from them, oh 
how powerful will chis be to betray them to this luſt , eſpecially 
when the days are evil, and men generally make a mock ofthis fin, 
and praiſe ir,or when the times are liKETpoken of, Hoſ.7.3 4-7. 

2. Dire&ly, many times this is the root of Adultery, @c. in 
men and women : though moſt frequently in the latrer : ſome- 
times men, when poor, andin ſtrairs , not exerciſing themſelves + 
ro, the Law of ,the Lord , nor obſerving its inſtrutions , com- 
mit lewdneſs with women that may maintain them, -thar they 
may ſee no want, and fo, though nor very ordinarily, whores give 
gifrs to their lovers ( as Ezek, x6, 33, 24, Where, though ſpiri- 
rual fornication be diretly ſpoken of, yet there is reſpe& had ro 
this bodily , and we may be inſtructed what the adulcreſſes exer- 
cife is at ſome rimes.) But moſt frequently women expoſe them< 
ſelves to the luſts of men for filthy lucre ſake z hence ſo often there 
is mention made of the hire of an harlor, Ger. 38. 16. 17. Pro. 6. 
26. and 29. 3. Hof. 9.1. Mica, 1.7, Yea this covetouſnels ſome» 
times prevails over women tothe committing this iniquity, when 
their luſt rothis nncleanneſs is not otherwiſe fo. grear., or they 
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_ are not ihordfnately inclined toir; and eſpecially when they have 
not in me meaſure learnt to be content with the;condirion they 
are in, bur are perſons of appetite ; rhat love thebeſt meat, and 
drink, and ro pamper themſelves rherewith , ſuch are'in very 
greatdanger , when God brings them into poverty , to beled 
_ captive by the luſts of ſuch men as can anſwer their coyerous in= 
clination , and ro bow down themſelves unto them, that the 
may be accommodated according to their deſire ; and this branc 
of coverouſneſs, this defire to fare deliciouſly, and to pleaſe our 
apperires, as itleads ro whoredom, and adultery, that they may 
have money to ſpend upon this luſt ; fo alſo the more they pleaſe 
their appetice in the beſt meat, and drink , the more hereby they 
inrage the luſt of uncleanneſs ; hence they are joyn'd _ 
1 Pet. 4. 3. and chambering, and wantonneſs ſet as the conſequent 
of ſurfetting and drunkenneſs, Rom, 13.13, and they ſaid ro de 
file the fleſh , who feed themſclves without fear, Jude 8, 11. good 
therefore it is toreceive that admonition, Pre. 23. 1-3. And how- 
ever, though there be nota __ inclination to faring delici- 
ouſly, yer Rl the love of money will prevail, if ſerved, to lead 
ro fatisfiethe baſe luſts of men , if perſons have any inclination 
thereto, and are poor, when ftrongly importuned, with afſur- 
ance, or hope of ſome conſiderable advantage, and when they 
have opportunity, and God permits them for their former hard- 
ning their hearts againſt the reproofes of his inſtruftion. ? 

4. So it leads ro ſteal from, and wrong another : and by fteal- 
ing, and robbing is not meant onely thoſe groſs ats which the law 
Jays hold on, and which is fo ſhameful amongſt men ; but any 
ſuch like thing in which another is injured of what appertains to 
him, as Ez<&,18. 10. If he beget a ſon that is a robber, a ſhedder 
of blo2d,, and that doth the like, to any of theſe things : hence 
even Law=makers (who did not break ſecretly into other houſes, 
and ſo ſteal as thelaw might take hold of them , yea they had a 
law for what they did, yet) are faid, totake away the right from 
the poor , that widdows might be their prey, and that they may rob the 
fatherleſs, 1a. 10 1,2, So the princes of F«dab are faid tobe rc 
bellions, and companions of thieves (and to ſhew wherein, ir is add- 
ed) everyone lyveth gifts, and followeth after rewards, they judg not 
the fatberleſs, Iſa. 1.23. And o generally herein may be inclu- 
ded the going beyond, or defrauding another in any matter, of 
which we are warned, 1 Theſ..4. 6. And more particularly, the 
deraining 
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detaining the wages of him that is hired , Levir. x9, 13. Or 
grinding the faces of the poor in beating them down ſolow fot 
their work that they cannor ſubliſt, Ma/. 3. 5. which is lookr up” 
on as good husbandry, and juſtified by men ; and oh thar ir were 
not uſed , and juſtified by believers: And ſelling roo dear, and 
buying tao cheap, - and uling extortion in taking exceſſive 
ain, and increaſe, andufing falſe _— and meaſures, ma- 
ing the ephah (or meaſures) ſmall, andthe ſhekel (or price) great, 
and falſifying the ballances by deceit that they may buy the poor for fil- 
ver, and the netdy for a pair of ſhoes, and ſell the "Fu of the wheat 
all which are abominable, and provoking ts God, Amios $. 4=7. All 
theſe , and the like to theſe things are the fruir of this evil roor. 
Soir is ſaid of rhoſe that prattiſe evil becauſe ic is in the power of 
their hands ; they cover fields, and (from thence) take them by vi- 
olence, 8c. ſo they oppreſs a man and his h»uſe, Mica. 2.2. Soit is 
ſaid of Febotakim; Thine eyes and thine heart are not but for thy co« 
vetoxſneſs,and for oppreſſion,and for violence to doit, Jer.22.17,Hetice 
covetous and extortioners are joyned rogether, 1 Cor.5. 10. And 
thieves and covetous, x Cor. 6.10, Yeathis leads afually ro ſteal, 
7oh.7.11.21, And this ſtealing and extorcion isa direR fruit of ir. 

5, Yeairleads men to bear falſe witneſs againſt their neigh= 
bors, and fo to take away their good names from them, yea and 
many rimes their lives alſo, when this preſent worid is loved, and: 
the things thereof promiſed, or men have hope, and aſſurance to 
inrich themſelves thereby, or ro ſecure what they have , how of- 
ren,for this cauſe, do falſe witneſſes riſe up againſt men , and a- 
gainſt the congregation of God's poor ; and lay to their charge 
things that they knew not. Hence the perſons who are deſcribed 
ro be covetous, are ſaid to be falſe accaſers, 2 Tim. 3. 2, 3. Hence 
the Beptift, when he exhorts the ſouldiers to accuſe no man fallly, 
headds, and be content with your wages, otherwiſe baving theig 
converſation with covetouſneſs, it would lead chem to bring falſe 
accuſation againſt men, Lzk, z. 14. This idolatey of covgtouſ- 
neſs was that (it may ſeem) which cauſed Doeg ro deviſe miſchief 
like a razour, and lye, and bear falſe witneſs againſt the prieſts of 
the Lord, which.-procuredcheir being cut off, Fſol. 52. 257. 

6. And thelaſt commandment is that we have been ſhewing 
to be the root of all evil, and an immediate fruir ef loving the 
world,effefted by liſtening to, and walking after the carnal mind, 
and wiſdom of the fleſh, as we have before ſeen, a 
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Demen.g. Though this iniquity deprives and bereaves the ſoul 
of od od isthe root of all evil, yer iris a well fayour'd inj= 
quiry (as Neb, 3.4.) and that which is in great requeſt amongſt 
men ;z many of rhe evilsir leads to, and of which ir is the roor 
are ſhametul amongſt men,and ſuch as they wil not ſeriouſly plead 
for, or ſeek to juſtitie though they may walk in them, and ferve 
them, until chey have fo long hardened their hearts againſt the 
inſtrutions of wiſdom, and it's reproofs, that they are become 
paſt feeling, and fo commit all manner of filrhineſs with greedi- 
neſs; ſuch as murder, adulrery, drunkenneſs,8&c. But now this 
affetion, and luſt of the fleſh, this coverouſneſs is in great repute 
amongſt men; and the labouring to be rich, and laying up for our 
ſelves here on earch which is included in ir, is that for which 
men will commend us; When thou doeft well to thy ſelf, men will 
prai'e thee, Plal. 49.18, This is chat which is highly eſteem''d a= 
mongſ men (as our Savior may fignifie in that expreflion, Lak, 
16. 14, 15.) though yet ic is an abominarion in the fight of God. 
And though all lufts are called the /uſts of the fleſh, both becauſe 
they ſpring from the carnal mind, or wiſdom of the fleſh; and 
becauſethey are contrary to the ſpiric, and rhe luſtrhereof; yer 
when rhe Apoſtle diſtinguiſhes; and branches them forth, he calls 
ſome the deſires of the fleſh, as ſurfetting, drunkeneſs, adultery, &c, 
And ſome the delires of che mind, and under this head of luſts this 
iniquity is contained, Eph. 2, 3, And therefore is called the Inſt of 
thecye, 1 Joh. 2,16. Not onely, nor ſo much of the outward eye, 
though thar alſo may conduce thereto, and affe&t the heart, bur of 
the eye of the ſoul, and ſo of the mind, becauſe this ſprings from 
char, and is more ſuired tothe wiſdom,and underſtanding ofmen, 
as corrupted by rhe poyſon of Sarans rempration , which leads 
them to think that riches are very-excellent, and will render us 
bappy in the -injoyment of them; hence we are admoniſhed ta 
ceaſe from our own wiſdom, that we tmay not labor to be rich (as 
before) Pro. 23. 4. Now then the more appearance of wiſdom 
there is init, the more highly will men efteem ir, for vain man 
would be (and be accounredY wiſe; though he be born like a wild 
aſſes colr, Fob. 11. 12, Andalfo, as this iniquity being a defire 
of rhe mind is therefore well accounted of amongſt men, ſoin 
ſerving of it, and laboring to be rich, eſpecially if men find the 
life of cheir hands, and'that they luſt after, and labor for in any 
abundance, together herewith they nicer with other defires of - 
mind, 
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mind, which the underſtanding of a man leads him to feck afrer, 
and highly ro prize in the injoyment ; theſe being uſually conco- 
mirants « rhis iniquity; As to fay, the wiſdom of this worid 
(which is kciencefallhy ſo called, and onely ſeeming wiſdom) rhis 
alſo isa defire of che mind, and that men thirſt after 5 now the co- 
verous man, being rich alſo, ſeldom wants the repute of a wiſe 
man amongſt men, it he have bur any conſiderable parrs, either 
nacural, or acquired; his being rich gaines him the eſteem of be- 
ing wiſe, whenthe wiſdom of rhe poor is deſpiſed, Eccl. 9. 16. 
And however hes weſe in bis own conceit, Pro. GW. 11. Yeaand 
hereby he hath greater advantage alſo, by accompanying himſelf 
with great ones , and ſuch as are in repute for wiſdom, whoſe 
crown if their riches, Pro. 14.24. and otherwiſe to ſeck after the 
ſatisfying this defire of the mind. And fo honor inthis world, 
and the praiſe of men, is a deſire of the mind, and who, like the 
coverous rich man, is counted worthy of this; men bleſs the co- 
verous, and every ona bows before them, and the poor uſe intrea-« 
ties trothem (while they anſwer roughly). and areeven ſervants 
rothem, Pro.18.23. and 22.7: riches and honor uſually go toge- 
ther, And ſo the triend{hip of this worlds a deſire of the mind, 
and that which men-think adds much to their happineſs, and ſe- 
curity ; and therefore they deſire rohave many joyned tothem in 
fome ſtri&t rye of affeftion, and to ſay a confederacy with them, 
_ and therefore ro matchinto , and be allied unto great families, 
and perſonages, that they may take deep root in the earth ; Now 
wealth maketh many friends , and every one is a lover of him 
that bath ir, the poor 1s hated of bis netghbor, but many are the lovers 
of the rich, Pro: 14.20. and 19.4. and-hence becauſe there is ſuch 
a meeting together of other delires of the mind in the obje& of 
this luſt, "therefore it is ſo amiable inthe eyes of men, and men 
are ſo purſuing rhis iniquity with great greedineſs, for in finding 
the object of this luſt, they ſhall have the friendſhip of this world, 
praiſe of men, and honor amongſt men; be accounted wiſe, and 
well accompliſhr perſons, and what nor. 

Yea,and not onely is this luſt ſo well thought of amongſt men 
generally ; butthe Saints of the world allo are ſecretly pur ſuc 
ing , and magnifying ir, becauſe it will conſiſt , and Rand roge= 
ther withan appearance of devotion , godlineſs , and righteoul- 
neſs, and ſo more groſs luſts which this leads to, will not. Men 
may ſeek to eſtabliſh a righteouſneſs rothemſelves,which is alſu a | 
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deſire of the mind , and yet be given to covetouſnels z yea and 
be eſteemed religious by others , while yet they are grearly uy 
luted wich this iniquiry. Hence our Savior faith of the Phariſees, 
that they were covetoxs : (and therefore they derided him when he Þ 
faid, 70 ſervant can ſerve two Maſters, God,and Mammon , as think- 
ing this was a fooliſh aſſertion of our Savior, and that both might 
ſtand rogether. well enough.) Lk, 26. 13, 24. And yer they 
were the ſtraiteſt Se& of the religion of the Jews, Ad. 26. 5. 
and were frequent in faſting, and prayer , (exceeding herein, _it 
may ſeem, ChrMſt's diſciples, Lk, 5. 33.) they kept the Sabbaths, 
and were zealousin , and forthe obſervance of rhem (and con- 
demned our Savior as being one that did nor keep them., Fob. 9. 
x6.) and frequented Synagogues, and appeared righteous before 
men , being like whired ſepulchres thar appear. beautifull out- 
wardly ; their covetouſneſs did ſtand with this ſhew of righteouſ- 
neſs, ſo as they appeared righteous unto men ; though within 
they were full lacrdlie nad iniquiry,yert this tooke not away 
their eſteem ny the people, Math. 23. 25-28. Tea though they 
devonred widdows houſes , yet for apretence they made long prayers, 
Math, 23.14. and ſo might be thought in their thus ſwallowing 
up the poor to doir onely in piety , and godlineſs , and that the 
by Church might be honor'd ;and provided for, and this diſpoſed-to 
: pious uſes, as alſo they pretended when they honor'd nor their Þþ 
parents, as isſaid. Math, 15. 4-6. ſothe Apoftle tells us , That in 
the laſt days perillous times ſhould come ; For men ſhould have a form | 
of Godlimeſs , and deny the power thereof , namely , either deny the | 
myſtery of Gedlineſs , rhat God was manifeſt in thefleſh ; and 
fo-deny Jeſus to be the Chriſt ; or deny the preaching of the Croſs 
in the words which the Holy Ghoſt hath caught ir: orelfe deny 
the force, and efficacy of it upon them, and receive not the love of 
the cruth ſoas tobe ſaved thereby ; now of theſe he ſaith, they are 
Hvers of their own (elves , covetous , 2 Tim=3,2,5. they minded 
earthly things, and yet hada form of Godlineſs, Andaccording 
as was foretold by the Apoſtle , ſo doubtleſs it is in our days; * 
many that appear very zealous, and religious perſons , and tharf 
do, as the Phariſees did, eſteem themſelves betrer than others ;| 
yer theirhearr goes after their covetouſneſs ; and theſe new Pha-i t 
riſees fill up, ifnor exceed, the meaſure of their Fathers ; evil 
amen, anJ1 \:qucers waxing worſe, and worſe , as was foretold 
and\uch.ſuppoſe gain to be Godlineſs; namely, the ſeeking _ 
| that, 
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that, and what conduces th a right, and ftrait worſhip* 
ping of God, 1 Tim, 6. 5. an ir was in former times, thoſe 


who were givenro this iniquity were well ſpoken of, and cryed 
up,and followed, while the true Prophets were hated, and perſe- 
cured, Compare Lk, 6. 26, with Fer. 8. 8-10. and 6. 13. Iſa. 56. 
10. 11, Yea and as this iniquity confifts with a form of Godli- 
nefs, (o alſo ir leads men, yea and the leaders alſo who are given 
tot, 20 cry peace, peace, to them who are guilcy of it,and ro flats , 
ter them as if they were in a fate condition, and thart their coves | 
rouſneſs is nothing elfe bur a provident cgre,and circumſpetion, 
and locking afcer the main, Job, 12.5,6. and their laying up for 
themſelves treaſures on earth is nothing bur their duty , & provi- 
ding for their families, which whoſo doth nor is worſe than an infi- 
del;and ſo menare ſtrengrhned in their wickedreſs,that none that 
liſten ro them, return from their iniquity , Fer. 6. 13, 14. and $, 
8-11. Yea and by means of the former conſiderations ir appeares, 
thar it is x'very hidden iniquity, ir is ſo cover'd over either with a 
cloak of Godlineſs, as it was with the Phariſees , Math. 15, 4-6. 
and 23. 14. or with acloak of righteouſneſs, and honeſty ,as with 
men generally, thart ir is a very difficulc thing ro diſcern, and dif- 
covert; it ſo ſeeks ro ſhroud it ſelf under Godlineſs, and honeſty, 
to both which ic is an enemy (as before) that untill ic break forth 
into many of irs fruits, or ſome groſs ones, it's very hard ſo ro ſee 
it, as to faſten a reproof on ic; and ſo much the Apoſtle may {ig - 
nify, when he ſaith : Nezther uſed we at any time flattering words, 
as ye know ;, (they might be competent judges of thar,)Nor a cloak, 
of cuvetouſneſs , God is witneſs ; (here he appeals nor to them , for 
this might have been fo hidden, they might not have difcerned ir, 
bur to God which trierh the heart , who onely knows the truth of 
ic , and diſcovers ir by his word which is quick and powerfull, 
Heb. 4 12, 13.) 1 Thefſ. 2.5. 

Now then by how much the more this iniquity is ſo highly 
eſteemed of amongſt men , and ſuch an one as in which other de- 
fires ofthe mind are infolded,and fo exceeding grateful: Yea and 
it ſo conliſting with a form of Godlineſs alſo, and being fo ge- 
nerally inclined unto, and ſerved by the Saints of the world, and 
they ready to cry peace, peace, to thoſe that are pollured with ic; 
and having ſucha large , and comely cloak ro cover ir ſelf with, 
that it can hardly be diſcern'd by ſo much the more we have all 


the greater need to be admoniſhed ro rake heed,and beware of ir; 
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it being ſuch a well favou in theeyes of men , andef 
thoſe that ſeem religious alſo, a5 thoſe ſeducers rhat come 


ro corrupt from the fimpliciry that is in Chriſt are the more dan- 
gerous , the more ſpecious they are in the ounfide of them , and 
therefore are we ſo often admoniſhed of them, Math. 9. 14. 2 Cor. 
1. 12-15. ſo theſe iniquities that are ſo cloſely covered over with | 
other names, and look't upon as vertues , and fo highly eſteemed 
amongſt men, are therefore the more carefully ro beavoided by ns, 
leſt we deceive our own ſelves. 

Demon. 4. The diſciples of Chriſt need to be admoniſhed cf 
this iniquity alſo', betauſe how ever ſpectons ic is amongſt men, 
yet it js an abomination in the ſ1ght of God , and doth greatly 
provoke his wrath , and for ſerving this iniquity , the wrath of 
God cometh upon the children of diſobedience, namely,ir comes 
continually upon them , while men continue it it , and are nor 
waſhed fromir, Eph.5. 5. Col. 3.5. For the iniquity of his covetouſe 
nefs was I wroth, and ſmote him, ſaith the high, and boly one, Iſa. 57. 
17. Andlo | 

"h. He is wroth for this , and ſmires with the rod of his mouth, 
P/al. 110. 2.IJa, 11. 4. even withreproofes , and ſharp rebukes in 
his word, and the faichfull declaration thereof; He will reprove 
them , and ſer their iniquity in order before them , as Pſal. 50. 
21. Soaseven to wound them, and gall their fpirirs ;.and fo he 
is aid ro hew by his Prophers,ro ſlay wich the words of his mourh, 
Hſ. 6 5. and though rhis'beto a gracious end, as are all his 
doings while called ro day , yet it is an effe& of his wrath, or an- FE 
ger , for mens holding taſt deceir, and refufing ro return; and Þ 
very grievous to him thar forſakerh the way, Pro. 25, 10. The 
word of God ſin irs reproving , an41 diſcovering efficacy) is 
quick, and powerful,and ſharper than a two-edged ſword, Heb 4. Þ 
12, it even wounds the fpiric of a man , when he ſeals home his Þ 
.rebukes in ſharpneſs upon any one , fo as he onely can heal ir 
" again, by creating the fruic of his Hps in his Teſtimony, peace, 

peace, Oe. Iſa. 57, 18, 19. when he chides, and chides ſharply,he 
even breaks che hearr , thathe may. open mens ears to his diſci- 
pline ; though he is {low ro anger , and therefore to chide ; and 
plenteous in mercy, and therefore will nor always chide , noe- | 
rain anger for ever , but revive the hearr of the contrite ones, | 
rhar rhe ſpirit may not fail before him. ', Pſal. 103. 8, 9. 
fa. 57.15. 
2, And 
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4 Caveit u6aift Covetouſneſ;. 45 
2, And ifmens uncirct hearts arenot humbled, and 
they turn not at his reproofs, he will till , and further ſmice with 
his hand , or order great teſtimonies ofdiſpleaſure , and thar in 
laying affliftions upon men, yea and upon nations , for being gi- 
vents, andſerving this iniquity ; and ſtill ir is more provoking 
in his peculiar people, his pleaſant plant, that they ſhould defile 
themſelves herewith; hence believers are admoniſhed with ſuch 
an one as is called a brother, and is coverous, not toeat; and yer 
they might eat with a coverous one of this world , x Cor: 5. 10, 
11.0n ſuch ſtill his wrath comes , in laying afflitions upon their 
loyns , and even wichdrawing or withholding his manifeſted 
nighneſs, and the light ofhis countenance from them , and fo or- 
dering ſtill , and further ro them , wrath with their ſickneſs ; 
Ecel.5, 17. and fo he hides him and is wroth ; and this is a great 
aggravation of mens afflifticns,of theirs eſpecially ,who know how 
ſatisfying , and reviving the light ofhis countenance is, Tſa. 57. 
17. Pſal, 10.1. Yeaby continuing herein , he may be provok'r 
ro order , and ſend furious rebukes upon thoſe nations on whom 
his nameis called ; ſuch as ſword , famine , peſtilence, &c. ſo the 
Propher faith, Iam full rf the fury of the Lord , T am weary with 
bold ung it in , I will poure it upon the children abroad, &c. and their 
bouſes fall be twrned to others with their fields, &c. For I wil! Rtretch 
out my hand upon theinhabitants of the land, ſaith the Lord, Why ſo? 
for from the leaſt of them ever to the greateſt of them,every one is git en to 
covetouſneſs, Fer, 6. 11-13. &c. and 8, 10-13, He would recom- 
penſe their way upon their heads in thoſe judgements; As they 
had been keeping all for themſelves ; ſo he would give ir all into 
the hand of their enemies, and as they had norſerved rhe Lord 
in the abundance of all rhings ; ſo now rhey (hould ſerve their 
enemies inthe want of all things, Dent. 28. 47, 48. Yea for this 
and the dire& fruits ofit he permits, and orders them to be op- 
prefſed by thoſe that are over rhem,Mzca. 2. 1=4. and 3. 1-4. Yea 
for this he may be provok't , and will rake away his Prophets, 
righteous , and merciful ones , and turn the ſongs of the Temple 
inco howlings , ſend a famine, even ofhearing rhe words of the 
Lord, and though men faſt, and pray, not hear, but cover himſelf 
with a cloud that their prayer ſhould not paſs through,I/a.57. 1, 
17.with c.58.3,4.. andg9.1,2,3.Ezek,33. 31-33 Amos.8.3-12.. 
Mica,2.1,2-6. and therein write mens fin upon their puniſhment, 
that as they haye not dealt their bread to & hungry, nor = 
rink 


\ 


46 A Caveat againſt Covetouſneſs. \ 
drinkto the thirſty,ſo he will wichhold the bread of life froni them, 
& che fair Virgins, & yong men ſhall faint for thirſt, Am. 8.11-13. 
Yea in following after this , he may permit ſome ro fall into ſuch 
fruirs ofic as robe cur off untimely, and be puniſhed by the Jud- 
ges , anddye ſhameful deaths in the open ſight of others for their 
admonition, Foſh. 7. 21-25. and yet be (o puniſhed in this world, 
as to have all their puniſhment here , that they may nor be con= 
demned hereafrer. Yea his wrarh may ſo come upon men for 
perliſting herein againſt the light , and-admonirions of his grace, 
as ro give them up toa reprobate mind , to dothoſe things that 
are not convenient, becauſe they have been filled with all unrigh- 
reouſneſs , covetouſneſs ; Rom. 1. 28,29. to worſhip the beaſt 
who opens his mouth in blaſphemies againſt God, Rev. 13.8. to 
finiſh iniquity, and fo fall into deſperation, 4#. 1. 18, And how- 
ever the day of the Lord ſhall come on all them that dwell on the 
earth as a ſvare, eitheir in particularly raking them away by 
death,as ic did upon this man,w aſſured himſelf of much reſt,8& 
happineſs,and that he was laid injmany years ; thox fool, ſaith God, 
this night ſhallthy ſoul be taken from thee , Luk. 12. 20-21, or how- 
ever generally when God ſhall ſend us Jeſus again , rodeſiroy 
them that deſtroy the Earth, then the inhabicers of the Earth ſhall 
be raken in the ſnare, and they ſhall not eſcape, 1a. 24. 17; 18. 
Lak, 21. 34, 35. 1 Theſ. 5. 3, 

3- And further, and for ever the wrath of God ſhall come,and 
cometh upon ſuch as abide herein,and are not waſhed in the name 
of the Lord Jeſus, and by the ſpiric of our God ; vo covetous man, 
who #5 anidolater, hath any inherstance in the Kingdom of Chriſt , and 
(f God, Eph. 5.5.no ſuch an one, as ſuch , and unleſs his name be 
changed ng aven,ſhall inheric the Kingdom of Heaven, x Cor.6. 
10. But they, drink of the wrath of God which will be poured out with» 
out mixture into the Cup of bis Indignation , and ſhall be tormented 
with fire, and brimftone inthe preſence of the Holy Angels , and of the 
Lamb , Rev, 14, 6-11. they are now numbred wich, and reckon'd 
among(t Idolacers, Adulcerers, effeminate, &c, yea coveroufnels 
13 the root of theſe, as is in part ſhewn,, and they ſhall have thetr 
portion with them in Hell fire , where their worm dyeth nor,and 
their fire is nor quenched; Oh that we may not deceive our ſelves, 
bur know, that now God abhorres the coverous , Pſal. 10.3.and 
will hereafter in flaming fire take vengeance on them that know 
not God, and that obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus ; _ 
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A Caveat againſt Covetouſneſs, 47 
coh{ider this ye that forget God , leſthe tear youin pieces , and 
there be none to deliver. © 

Having thus according to my weakneſs ſpoken to the inflru- 
Rion , I ſhall adde ſomewhat by way of uſefulneſs. And fo 

z. From what hath been ſaid in ſhewing the evil, and deceit- 

full nature , and bitter fruit of this iniquity, I have in ſome 
meaſure been made ſenſible of my need of crying to God , with 
the Propher, who , after he had ſaid , O Lord the hope of Iſrael, all 
that forſake thee ſhall periſh , and they that depart from me , ſhall be 
written in the Earth (where their hearts have been) becauſe they 
have forſaken the Lord the Fountaine of living waters; adds , Heal 
me , O Lord, and Tfhall be bealed, &c. Fer. 17. 13,14. it may 
ſeem, he was made ſenſible of his own miſcarciage , and that he 
needed Gods mercy ir forgiving, and cleanfing him ; or orher= 
wiſe he might have been reputed guilty of the like rranſgreſlion ; 
which procures ſuch wrath : or as the Prophet David, when he 
had been imprecating , and propheſying , that ſuch ſhould be 
aſhamed which'tranſgreſs without cauſe; cryes out ro God ; Re- 
member , O Lozd , thy tender mercies, &c, remember not the ſins of my 
youth , nor my tranſgreſſions , but according to thy mercy remember 
thou me , for thy goodneſs ſa ez Pſal. 25, 3-7. as ſignifying that 
if God had markr iniquities againſt him , he could not ſtand as 
juſtified before him ; fo may I ſay alſo ; For thy names ſake par- 
don mine iniquity (of this nature) for it is great ; hide away thy 
face from my ſins (which have ſprung from this root) and blot our 
all my tranſgreſſions ; create in me a clean heart, O Ged,and renew a 
right ſpirit within me. | : 

2, In that this iniquity is ſo exceeding ſinful, and provoking; 
it may ſhew unto us, that what is highly eſteem'd among men is 
an abomination in the ſight of God ; for the wiſdem if this world 
is foolifhneſs with him , this will lead to account leſſer fins to be 
great ones ; and thoſe which are yery dangerous to be bur ſmall 
ones, if not vertues : Men have generally an high efteem of the 
deſires of the mind (as before is ſhewn) of the wiſdom, riches, 
honors of this world, and praiſe of men; and eſtabliſhing a righ- 
teouſneſs ro themſelves, &c. As it theſe might be ſoughr afcer 
commendably ; yea, and they are in requeſt amongſt appearing 
zealous ones, and oh that God's pleaſant plant were not roo much 
polluted with theſe; and particularly with this coverouſneſs, and 
ſo bring forth fruit ro themſalves.,. in ſerting their _— on 

things, 


48- A Caveat againſt Covetouſniſs. - 
things below, and coveting greedily after more , rhat they may 


lay up kereon earth for themſelves, and theirs; and fo withhold- 
mg Gm cheir poor bretheren, and ſomrimes by their crueley oc- _ 
calioning, and haftening the deach of ſome; ſurely ſuch is the de- 


. ceicfulneſs of ſin, and eſpecially of theſe delires of the mind, which 
the judgment, and wiſdom of a man, asic isdefiled, leads him 
to ſeek after, thatic would perſwadeus, that ir is nothing ro.ſerve 
ſuch an inclination ; Yea many that hatethe fruit of this iniqui= 


ty, love the root, and perfwade themſelves there is little, or no . 


huct in it; They think indeed drunkenneſs ,uncleanneſs,&c.are a- 
bominable,as indeed they are; bur coverauiſneſs is bur a lirtle moat: 
like the ſcribes, and Phariſees, thoſe fooliſh, and blind guids, who 
ſaid, whoſrever ſhall ſwear by the temple, it is notbing, but whoſoever 
ſhall ſwear by the gold of the temple, beis a debter, 8&&c, Math. 23. 
16-19. lightly eſteeming the _ evils, and om om 
them guilry that commitced the leſs. ; fo how many Phariſaica 
perſons -are there that are fo appearingly holy, rhar if others in 
tollowing this rootof iniquity have fallen into ſome of the groſs 
liſts of rhe fleſh, as Adulrery, &c, Oh how do they abominate 
thoſe groſs evils, and can hardly come to ſee perſons polluted 
herewith, leſt hey ſhould be. defiled, and yer as much given to 
covetouſneſs as the former : they can ſay, with the Phariſee, God 
we thank thee, we are not as others, adulterers, &c, and yet be guil- 
ty of chis, which is as, and more dangerous, Compare Luk, 18. 
11. with 15.14. they can ſeverely condemn leffer {ins (as ſome- 
times David did, when Nathaz uſed the Parable to him) and yer 
be guilty of greater themſelves, and take no notice thereof, 2 Sam. 
12.17. Ohthe deceirfulneſs of man's heart ! | 

3. Seeing covetouſneſs is ſuch an evil, and birter thing, let us 
examine our ſelves, and ſearch, and try our hearts, and wayes 
in the glaſs of the law cf liberty ; He that doth truth cometh to the 
light, that 45 deeds may be made maziſeſl; therein let us ſcearch our 
ſelves. 

If any ſhou'd fay, God, Ithank thee I am nor guilty of it, for 
it is the root of all evil, and I am nor guilty of fornicaticn, or a- 
dulcery, or of ſuch, and ſuch groſs evils, as others are, and there» 
fore need not this admonirion, To ſuch an one I would ſay 

1 Tharthough it be, as indeed ir is the root of all evil, yer ic ſo 
appears nor, or brings not forth all ir's evil fruits in every one thar 
is tighly guilry of ir ; The Phariſees were covetous, and derided 
our 
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4 Caveat againſt Covitonſueſr. = & 
our Savior for ſaying, 10 mar car ſerve two maſters, and yett 
mas and grob idolatry, nor are Feuxenl 
wich 
and 
2 


3 U : : 
ithic, nor reproved for ir, har alloisthe fruit of ir; uns, * 
der the law 2 man might kev heeprh | Jt nothaveall the 
fignes of ir, for they were divers, Lev, 13. For though 2 mans 
heart goes after his covetouſneſs, yet he may axtbelranyy in- 
clined ro ſome of it's fruirs, nor be under the power of intice- 
ments to ſome evils, as others may be ; and fin, and Satan uſually 
ſers upon us wherewe are weakeſt, | 
2. I may ſay to ſuch an one, as the Apoſile Famer doth ; He 
that ſaid, do not commit adultery, ſaid alſo, de not kjll ; now if thou 
commit noadultery, yet (hve itl, thow art become a tranſgreſſour, 
and ſo mayft be deeply guilty of this iniquity, Jam. 2.11. haſt not thou 
who thus juſtifieſt chy ſelf, deſpiſed the poor, and in aſſemblies 
bid them fiand there, or diſreſpetted them ? this is murder, Fam. 
2.1-1. Haſt not thou out of love to the things of this preſent 
world, forborn to feed the hungry, and cloarh the naked, when 
thouhadſ itinthe power of thine hand rodoir, and on fight of 
thy brothers needs haſt had the bowels of thy compaſſion opened? 
this the Garge againſt thoſe on Chriſtslefe hand, and who ſhall 
go into everlaſting fire, Metb, 25.41.46. haſt thou not out of love 
cothe things of this world conſumed what thou hadft put into 
thine hand upon thy lufts, in pampering thy ſelf, arid faring de» 
liciouſly every day, and ſoreceived, and injoy'd thy good things, 
and thy poor brother mean time received his evil? Fhis the ini 
quity of the rich man in the Parable which our Savior ſpeak aftec 
the affirming the Phariſees were covetous , and his reproving 
them, Lzk, 16. haft thou not been angry with thy brother, (yea 
and wirh the light alſo) when he hach been faichfully reproving, 
and per warm, thee of this evil, and counted them moſt thy 
friends,who have hared rhee,$8 not rebuk'r thee ; and ſecretly ha» 
ted the faichful reprovers, and ſpake againſt him z and Hethot 
bateth bis bratber is a manſlayer,n Joh. 3:15-18, Ezek. 33.30-32- 
hath nor the end of thy labor been ro inrich-thy (elf, and to lay 
up treaſures here on earth, and'nor to giveto him that needeth ? 
and when thou haſt found the life of rhine hand haft thou not been 
ſecretly rejoycing therein, andlifting up thy ſelf 'aboye thy poor 
ethren, yea and departing fromthe Lord, and from the aſfem- | 
blies of God's people; for ear of 'being taken, and looſing all ? 
kaft thou not when a ſpecial ppananſy hach been put into thine 
hand 
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afraid to exceed =D a it thou had(t parted with thy life when 
thou gaveſt any thing? ? in thus diligently ſearching in thelight. 
of: the glorious. Nh Rory ſee how little reaſon thou haſt 
ro-acquit rhy ſelfe, yea that thay: haſt 'cauſe enough toſay God be 
mercifal to me a ſinner. 
3. To ſuch a boaſter, kmight further ſay, that God might with» 
hold thee from thus fiuning, and -nox ſuffer thee to touch another 
(as Gen. 20.6.), and {o-it might be, nox.fo much thy intigrity as 
effefted by the grace of G God.revebved s and retained in themidſt 
of chincheact, which wrought in thee an has andabhorrence 
of this iniquity rho cleareſt thy ſelf of ; 2s a being forcibly re- 
ftrained therefrom , vented by God in his providences , 
when thou hadſt had i ;nclinnien —_—_ thereto in following thy 
coreroulle ; Thouknoweſ » ix my be, and art privy-to the witk« 
edneſs of thing heart in aſen luſtingaſter ſome one fortiitideri of 
God , for. filthy lucres ſake; and fo haſt committed adultery in 
thy heart, though thou haſt nor aQually had ch unclean ſellow- 
hip with ſuch an one: itmay be wich thee in this cafe, as it'was 
pa Davidin another; he did purpoſe and was reſolved to have 
ged. himſelf, -but God wihbeld him, #ad | Sorry from 

ſhe rn and avenging hiraſelf 3. and chi 

acknoke $ mop by <> y.clearing hiraſclf as having nd nenrion 
todo, pes 49h. he pu parech and hy agen 

x Sam. 25 .26- ea or] 

Qrongly incline -Wiarentdo oe thy. qr money, yet — 
luſts warri ng int hy members have kept thee from bringing forth 
thys fry of ie It thog, mayeſt M rogethet wich being covetous, 
be great y defireous vain glory, and loving the-praiſe of men, and 


afraid N ſhame z ax. thou mayſt have been kepr back. _"_ fear of 
puniſhments and they little reaſon. ta boaſtheren, Fem.4.1. ' 

4- 19:ſuch.an gh {1 furrher-adde if this oh have 
not lefc the party thus pleading} that thongh thou haſtpurſued 


this iniquity of coretoutheſs, _ haſt not been guilry of the _ 
eſs 


PEST SILSMCYSSYTSS9FCYTTS YE SS 


Q. Bi” PURaSvuSY SW OH SG MmLCIT TN 


_ evikis.evit2 andariaftcommir:, and 


T CR denied, xe 
ne of the fleſh hitherto; Yerbener = but fear ;'Fot 
e 


in fallowing thy coverous i 


jon” 


Proceed: \from 

oke tolexverhice 

194he.compaiuing tharwhich now the rely loath ; went Bl «A gs was 

a oo fame time:before 4re indeavotr*d:ro "Matter": 
i could fay at onetime , is'thy omen dogg thatls 


t thing? as one greatly abomiriaring ir, and think- 
hw e ormel he feemed::ſo-much to logs, King. 


rendertiim moſt Fe, and yet afterwards he did 
8-13,-14. 


4 dana Les a an res yet have beth (fie with iu 
ger,anid rhielt; anothet,or been fo fitong= 
dy tempted: toc 95 rm yYeſpeRts; \\and what that If 


ordered ta:thee., would: mtr ;Johifechou gre mclined-t6 thy 
-covetoulſneſs. chou knoweſt noty wal therefore though # pre- 
.ſenc rhou artnorguilty'; ; Yea; ;ho thivughthe grace of God 
thouartxzonvincedof rhieevil: 'f wn oh 5c _ cof atlultt- 
xx;&c, -yeitix nbleflei: thin ed feas benpitwaye 346d ed Veeutons 
of. thy ſelf, thar thou maiſt be rempred;arid overcome of the reni- 
ptatian when tempted , as vihers have! been; tale, was ardoly 
man, andy; as neſtnlible ofhis readinels ro uw tried, 
ith, and prays ; Gzve enrinespbvy pi +86be+, ct (oh the 
otle hant{).Fbe fxud:,j awatuleing bo HEELS tas \Phz- 
radb, Exed.. 2 ) or (oncheocker) 1) Lew ard tel, and foke 
#be nameef vy Golf in vein (in-walkitig i lindlearinets \ or anyevil 
lift for -providing;for-thimſelf.) Prov. 30.7-9. - Oltwere we bur 
alike: @enſible of mr: Swri viteneſs;, | ad iantvebts hile,: when 
1trietd;] we ſhouldbe ord realow of oa ſolves! and erg 
efcoverayſneſs betty cnny þ dp pur ie karxe ed 4 i 

£0 anothien uſe 

4-' Seeing: fi coverouſnefs is (0 hurefl Mech, FE cots 

-inganevil; 'Lerus all be bem to rakeheed, boi beware of ic, 
ithat our hearts be2ov inclitidd:heke t04? yeR bk x& hj rh-5lg 


- able-tofaveus,tharhe would inane: ohf hehets 


-and not tocoverouſneck #2vi Pfal, + 19)736;5 $7" "This: _ tion 
is here by our Savior given yenerally r6/a reap mull kris ri ro 
his — ,& ir is proper to be given it _ Rf Goſpelro 
all chathear thexword;- and therefore Meet ived by all: 
ſome admonirions: ny nor praperty;belgi A caiſ$they 

- are not capable of offending inſuch Ae; A tA tfuſtinon- 
certain riches ,' which is included in- _ a ey. , or which this 


leads 


$2 A Core ugainſt Covetouſneſs. | 
leads to, is given'to the tich in'rhis world ; but to the poor it 
eannox ſo properly be ING. vp. 8& ſo ſome may nor need 
to be warned to take heed of aftual was ec,” For they may 
be ſo weakned, as:that that fin may have left themyz or orcher- 
wiſe. made incapable: bur now any perſon may be inclined to 
covetouſneſs,, from the leaſt co the _—_ m the yongeſt 
who have the uſe of underſtanding,torhe oldeſt ; from the 
tothe richeſt ; and Jer none think , that becauſe of any artaine- 
ments , they may ileight. this warning z For the Holy Ghoſt 
gives it to all chat ace in-Chriſt ; not- onely*to litcle- chit 
ret, and oung men, bur ta Fathers alſo , and foro the moſt 
_ experienced believers , and who have been inſtruments of beger- 
ting others through the Goſpel ; To them all is this admonirion 
iven, love not the world , nor the things inthe world, if any man 
Forth, world, the love of the Father iis net bim, » Fob, 2. 12-15. Oh 
let us not murmure here againſt; bur be thankful char we may 
through his receive it,andtake heed S&cbewate of ir;and thac 
we my ,follows-tobe ſhewed in the next inftruQion, viz, 

2. rr Fs ournigats word ma CR beware of 

covetouinels, 11-t , and ftrengt grace, 

So mich is fignified inthis admanition given by our Savior, 
for he looks not to reap where he hath riot ſown , rhiough wicked 
ſervants ſo charge him,Math.z5 24-26 brs yoky is caſte, and bis bur. 
den light & bis commandment are not grievons Math.11.36.1 Fob,s 
3.& ka fa he doth not onely warn of whar is evil, buthe pre- 
vents men with.the light,and power ofhis grace in due time, that 
men might axiſe from dead things ; 'Tbe grace of God doth not 
Kniply ceach men to deny v but thatrnen might receive 
& obey it's teachings, ir ſeaſonably brings ſalvation toall men (e 
ſpecially in this appeatance ofic,in which it is more brightly ma 
niſeſted than formecly)ic brings ſome diſcovery of that great ſal 
vation weongey 3gd com __ —_ — 
faving ftrength alſo,goinable us;that denyi zdline wor 
b lufts ve = live ſoberly,&c.Tit..2. 11,12, and otherwiſe wecar 
not flee from what is reproved , fot we have no ſufficiency of ou 
ſelves, as of our ſelves to think any thing that is good. 

We ſhall therefore together ſhew, that thoſe.that hear the wor! 
may: take heed of this iniquity ;. and by what: means:in.gener 
we ſay, the Goſpel of Chriſt is the power of God to. ſalvation to every on 
that believes, Rows, 1, 16: the law opens no door of ——_ bit 

che aitl 
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Gith, cxrſedis every one that continue: not in all things written 1 dhe 
book of the law to dothem,Gal. 3.10. Butnow Chrift hath redeemed 
us from the curſe of the Law, Gal. 3. 13. and the decldration here- 
of is the grear inſtrument God makes uſe of for delivering us from 
every path of the deſtroyer, Pal, 17; 4. and 219. 9. - - 

The Law of the Loxd (ofor concerning him whois Lord of all) 
is perfe&t (compleat, entire) converting the ſoul, both at firſt,and 
fo continually , iris convertingghe foul , whether men arecon- 
verted by it, or no, Pſal. x9. 7. with this rhe Apoſtle was-ſentto 
ou_ mens eyes, and to turn them from darkneſs to light , and from 
the power of Satan to God ; Ati, 26. 17. 18-22. 23. There are in 
this Goſpel contained great, and glorious arguments that we may 
be delivered from this preſene evil world, and theſe are powerful 
to this end , becauſe Chriſt by his ſpirir is goubun therewich even 
to the endofthe world , and ſowith his ſervants in their faichful 
declaring it , wichour hidden things of diſhoneſty, ſo-that while | 
Paxl plants , and Apollo waters , God fails nor to give increaſe, 
whether men receive it, or no, x Cor. 3. 5-7. and they that receive 


this teſtimony ll eſus with the heart,and keep ir in believing re- 
membrance, ſball prove it to be the power of God - hence the A- 


poftle faich torhe Corinthians(who were ſome of them coverous) 
ye are waſhed, &c. in the name of the Lord Feſws , and by the ſpirit of 
axr God, 1x Cor. 6. 10,11, 2Pet, 2.20.a0d 1. 1.19, 19. | 
- Now thentothis.end that we may take heed', andbeware of 
covetouſneſs, and to ſhew we may doſo, we ſhall a little particu- 
larly conlider what is contained in this teſtimony of Jeſus in each . 
of the three branches fox our helpfulneG; vis. in what he hath 
done,and is become; in what he is now doing,andin what he will 
do hereafter. ; | 
x. In this Teſtimony of Jeſus in what he hath done, and is be- 
come, ls fhewed to,us, that- Jeſus Chriſt the Word, who was with 
God, and wasGod, was made fleſh for finful mankind; and taid 
hold of the ſeed of Abraham, and Adem, inthat body which the 
Father preparcd for him , whereby his ear was , and he 
ficred ro dothe will of God , in being further a for us, and 
doing what was needful ro our being brought backeo God; in 
order whereto, he had thetreſpafſes of the world (eventhe guilc 
of all thoſe treſpaſſes which occationed the firſt breaich, andenmi- 
ty between God , and mankind) igzputed-to him; For God made 
bim who kpew non to be fn for ws, 2 Gor, 5, 19-21, He ——_ 


—  — 
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fiewtin is own body co(and on) rhe 'tree ; ant! God therefore 

law-widh kim, 4 mas wonngded for I Y- 

6 coos ied ninery the ace of God taſte demth for every 
mn; Hay; 'Hewas deliverent for on? iffendes,anii1 rabſe again 
for onr juſtiication.y unt{ſach the vertuouſneſs), and preciouſgels 
of his abwſemienr and ſufferings, in the vertues wheteof 
he'& taken from prifon;.and judgement, charhe.hath redeemed 
ny Gr himdlffromrhecuriect rhadaw ,preged away our fins from 
before! rhe priſenpe of Godt ; Hhaiuthe enmicy'that was berweeri 
Gol and oy, \raken our-of 'the  / wil thar was contrary cous, 
&bolthedvit death; anUippiledprincipaliries, and pawers, and 
muifea'(hew of them oper! rw -over them in himſelf,and 


fo hattrruade peace for-us by the blood of his Croſs, Gal. 3..13. 
Ia:\$. XI.7 v-24-16.Col, 2; 14; 5,2 Tim.1.y, 10, And 

th recovered ,reſtored, and brought back bir [oF inico hiimſelt, 
ſo'thixr there is 'eompleacners fornvin him; he hath nor; ane! 
taken away, and removedihe guittof our fir fr: amid frifalinls 
froft before the preſence of God; but beving offered himſelf a 
fpstlefs ſuorificerothe Father throng the _— irit hach ob- 
rairied power 'to make retonciliatior? for the (tnx of the people, 
which are contlemnable actording rothe rife of the glotious'Gos 
ſpel , Heb.'9. 27. and 2. 17. through this mait is preached to us 
the forgiveneſs of fins, 48. 13.37, 38. and he hath reftored cut 
n#ure in himſelf to a ; integrixy, and right&ouſ- 
nefs, arid isfited wichall rhe fulneſs ofgrace, andernth, Fd. x. 
74-27, arid'hath obtaili'd eternal redemprion'for us, Heb. 9, 12. 
aid confirmed a new Teftamenrofgrear;and precious promiles 
ofall thingschar pertain tolife, and godlinefs;, andan everlabing 
covenant, = Cor. x. 20. Heb. 13. 20, . Sothat he is becomea rich, 
and full: fountain mwhichchere is pardon, peace, righteouſneſs, 
ut rats eng liſe('-z Fob..5."10, 11, Tea al} things ate | 
delivered to bins of rbe Father; Math. 11 . 25 call things are hereready 
s feat of ore. a got r all people, Iſa, 25.6. 4ll things that 
the Father baths ris, Fob; 16.115, andhe in our narure,,' aid for 
us: is glorifyed with the Fathers own ſelf wich the glory hehad 
widbhim«bifore the'workl was ; Fob. 17..5. The Father bath 
Jo 'tyv4ll he Jon , becanſs beibird down bis life ; that be might 
$aket55 wp .annir-, thas be bath givert all things #nto bis hand , 
"Fob. 3.\35,\with chap. 0. r7, 18. made himboch Lord , and 
Dhriſt,3bs of Adaw, the quickning ſpirit, the Lord, the foumtaine of 
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ing; -he is the foandation Ged harb laid fn Zim, the fountdinie of” 
ſrgivencs, grace, an ſpiriry Godin gjren him glory ther 
onefaith/, and hope miglitbe [ir God; "art this pe is In” 


: F 
him forevery rman,and it was the work of the AF a c 
thoſe thar ſv walk as tliey have them for an enſamplerto warn eve- 
ry man, arid teach man'tn all wiſdom ; tcharchey may pre- 
 ſerir'every man perfe& in Chriſt Jeſus, that they may ſhewall men. 
where compleameſsis prepared for them,even durable ziches and 
righteouſneſs, hat rliey may not beat a loſs,or pur upon it to feek 
bread; reft, peace, and m_— in defolate places , but may know 
affuredly by the light of this Teftimony, that he is the reſt for the 
weary, and he the refreſhing”, x Cor. 15. 45. Iſa. 4. 2, Col. 1.28, 
29. Iſa. 28;'x2-16. * | Ts | 
Now thertinthis firſt, great , and fundamepnral branch of che 
Goſpel is ſhewed'to us that we ttiay, rake heed and beware ofini- 
ity in General , arid ſoofrhis of eoyerouſneſs ; ' Eor in whar is 
Eid we may feeand learn Ret | ASS 
x; 'Thar there is forgiveneſs with him. For | | 
'x, ' We are not tow nece{farily under the guilt , and dominion 
ofour fins, for as'is faid, be Ir raiſed for our juſtification, wha ghed for, 
our fins and this fo vertiious rhat as all have finned, and arecome 
ſhorr of the glory of God , fo they are juftified freely by Gods 
race through the redemprion thar is in Jeſus;and rhis rrue before 
e is ſer forth tobe a propiriation through faich'in his blood, Rom. 
.23-25.He hath ſo fatisfred God" julfice FulfiffeJ bis truth,appea- 
Is wrath, anſwered his law, and 'o paid aur debr ;. rhar how 
the wrath of God dothnot abide on rods: fimply, becauſe onr 
firſt Father harh finned, and we in him, or becaufe we.are na- 
rurally , and unavoidabſy ED , anddefife@ in our own per- 
ſons, as we come to have'a p from him, atid ſp are neceffacily 
inclined to pride , covetoufheſs,'&c, This is not the c5 _ 
tion, thar we are by nature,and firſt birth darknefs; biir or ight 
8 vouchſafed, and then love darkneſs rather chan fighr,c. Fare 
T9. The judgement of this world was executed upon', and ſut- 
fered by JeſusChrift,ſothar no-man is condemned becaufehe hath 
finned in the firſt Adam fimply,and comes forth from him nc; 
rily pollured;bur there is a doot afrepentance opened,and all the 
| ends of che Earth called rolook ro fiitn; and br faved;/F3;45 ow 
of 
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Nor.ſhall any man periſh for everin that firſt death, but beall rai- 
ſed again by the man Chriſt Jeſus; -and ſhall not then be judged 
according to that firſt rule of judgement, Fob. 5. 22-27. 

this , becauſe Jeſus Chrift by the grace of God rafted death for 


every man, and. israiſed again from the dead ; and indeed other= © 


wiſe we are yet inour fins,and muſt ſoabide for ever (for noman 
can redeem his brother, P/al. 49.7.) and all faith preaching, and 
hope is in vain , i Cor. 15. 14-17. if there were any one man for 
whom Chriſt bath not by the grace of God tafted death, ic were 
impoſlible for ſuch an one to flee from covetouſneſs, and in vainto 
warn him ſotodo ; The houſe of Iſrae! were reafoning rightly, 
if there had been any ground for their ſo ſaying z; If (fay they) owr 
Sranſgreſſions , and x b = be upon us,and we pine away in them,how 
can we then live ? bow can we turn to God from Idols to ſerve the lis 
ving, and true God ? it is impoſſible, Ezek, 33. 10, So may we ſay; 
if mens fins be upon them which they are naturally, and nece 
rily guilty of, and polluted with, there is then no hope, the caſe 
is deſperate z But what he ſaid ro chem when they were ſo reaſo- 
ning , As Tlive, ſaith the Lord , Theve no pleaſure inthe death of the 
rx 1 But that the wicked turn from bis _ , andlive, Verſ. 11, is 
enerally true concerning mankind , while he is calling ro chem ; 
and of the truth of chis he hath given his Son for a wicne(s, in that 
he appointed him , and he was manifeſted co rake away our fins 
andin him is no fin, x, Fob. 3. 5. Asthe firſt offence was unto 
men to condemnation , fo the righteouſneſs of the laſt Xdem was 


ro all men co juſtification of life , in an anſwerable ſenſe, Rom. 5. 


13, he once in the end ofthe world appeared to pur away fin b 
the ſacrifice ofhimſelf, Heb. 9. 26. and by verrtue, and as the eff 
thereof, he hath delivered us in himſelf from the power of cur 
enemies ; Now (ſaichhe) 5s the judgement of this world (namely 
when his ſoul was troubled) ow forall the Prince of this world be caft 
oxt (namely , from being the Prince of the world, as he was ne- 
ceflarily according to the curſe of the law,) And1, if Tbe lifted 
from the Exrth, will draw all men unt« me , (namely fiom under 
the judgement of the world , and dominion of he Prince of the 
world) Fob. 12. 27,31, 32. Job. / « 2. Math, 12. 28, 29. Now 
then herein is ho evidenced, that man may lay a ;art all fil= 
thineGG, and fo this of coverouſneſs, in that, thar ſiiare of Saran is 
broken, and we are in Chriſt deliver'd , without which we. had 
been neceffacily bond-ſlaves to him , andled captive by him at hig 


| pleaſure, 
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pleaſure, being ſhut out,and baniſhed from God ; But be hath dem: 
livered ns in himelf , ont of the hawds of our enemies , that we might , 
erve bim without fear, in righteouſneſs , and holineſs befare him, 8c... 
Lk, 1. 73-75 Eſal. 98. 1:4. Col. 2.15. Qb bat men-mould preife; 
the Lord for bis goodneſs , and-for bis wonderful works tothe children 
of men ; For he hath broken 1he gates of braſs, and cutyhe bers of iron. 
in ſuper, Pſal. 107. 15, 16, Hehath broken dawn the middle wall 
of partition berween God and us; hath raken out of the way all 
that was in the way contrary tous , nailing it to his Crofs; and 
having ſpoiled pfincipalicies , and powers , he made a ſhew .of- 
then gpenly triumphiing: oyer: them: in himſelf, Eph. 2.14, 15. 
Col. 2.14,;15: Fſal, 47. 1-5, 6,and 68.18... 1 a 
2. Herein is-alſo ſhewn,, that Jeſus Chriſt hath not onely 
purged away the guilr of that firſt fin, and finfulneſs frem before 
the preſence of God ; but alſo thar he hath! obtained power into 
himſelf co. make reconciliation for the ing of the people ; which 
they are guilcy, of, upon a new/account , and which deſerve new 
wrath , even the wrath ro come; he hath nor onely received gifts 
in the man for men(as they come to have a being from Adam)bur 
for the rebellious alto (that are diſobedient, and gainſay ing tothe 
Goſpel, compare Js, 65.2: with,Rgm. 10.21; chat the Lord God 
might-dwell among them , Pſal.; 68. 18, without which. they 
could nor poſlibly be made anhabirarion for him. ..'He offer'd up 
ſacrifice, firſt for his own fins (which were-impured ro him , and 
accepied by him as his to anſwer for) and then for the peoples ; 
and this he did (nor often, as the former Hi h-prieſts, he needed 
not to. do it daily, buc) once, when he w 6. up himſelf, Heb. 
7.27, and 10,11,12.' He hath nat onely made peace for. ug by the 
blood of his Crofs ; Bur he 1s our peace; Epp. 9, I 4. thepropitzation 
for the ſins of the whole world, 1. Joh. 2.2, andthe propitiatory ; and 
Mercy-ſear, and fo ſer forth in the word of faith, Rom. 3.25. and 
as in our types of old, the Mercy-ſeat was put above, and ſodid 
cover the ark in which was the twortables of the covenant, where> 
by our tinfulnels, and vilenets is diſcovered,Ex0d,25.-21,22, even 
ſo Jeſus Chriſt he is therrue Megcy-ſear, rhe covering farour per= 
ſonal lins,in which we alſo cranſpgre(s the law; & for'wliich other= 
wiſe we ſhould ſpeedily be cur off 5 withour this alſo we could nor 
lay apart any thing that is evil; For thgre is no man thar finnerh 
not, wao. can fay he hath, made bis heart clean, 'or that:heis pure 
from hts iniquicy, and 1o particulacly.frombis iniquity of cove- 
I couſneſs; 


—— 
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coulnels ; now were there nar this proviſion made for us in, and 
© thorow the blogd of Jeſus, were there not. forgiveneſs of thoſe 
fins in which we fin againft the grace of God bringing ſalvation 
there could be no opportuntry for-us to rome ro be waſhed , Or tO 
ſeek deliverance therefrom, ang ſo God could not be worſhipped 
by us : Jf rhow Lord fhrldft mark iniquities,O Lord, who fyall land? 
bat there is forgiveneſs with thee that thou maieſt be feared , Pal. x30. 
. 3,4- Herein the grace of God, &gifrby grace doth exceed the firſt 
jb the judgment was by one(offence )to condemnation;but the 
free pift is: of many offences unto juftification, Rom. 5.16. not only ro. 
juſtificarion and diſtharpe from char firſt offence, -burt from many 
offences}in which men in. #fter{che fimilkude of Adams tranſgre(- 
fion; and m Chriſt God is become a God gracious, and merci» 
ful ro finners,, a God of pardon , Neb. 9. 17. forgiving iniquity, 
and tranſgreflion, and fin z who can righteouſly heal men , and 
forgive their iniquity of coverouſneſs ; whoſe name , and power 
is great for pardoning great iniquittes, Numb. 14.17-19. Pſal.25. 
11.” wich whom there is plemeous redemption in Chrift Jeſus, 
through his blood, the forgiveneſs of i1s, according to the riches of 
his grace, for thieves , coverous ones , rebellions tranſgreſſcurs, 
{liders, while rhe day of grace, and patience is continued to 
them, Pſal. 130. 7. Eph. 1.7. 1Cor.6. 10, 11. Andalfothrough 
this man , whois raiſed from the dead, and ſaw not corruption, 
is preached to us the forgiveneſs of our fins , without ſome diſco- 
very whereof, no man could be incouraged in believing to confels 
his fins, AQ. 13. 37, 33. Pſal. 130. 3,4. Fer. 3. 12, 13. 22. 
and 31. 19. Foel, 2.13. Rom. 2. 4. Iſa. 55. 1-6, 7. Ad. 5.30, 31. 
2. Inthis firſt , and fundemental branch of rhe Teſtimony is 
declared to us the vilenelſs of our-fins , which needed ſuch a 
mighty one to be abaſed for ns, as was the Son of God, and the 
vanity of our idols ; for none of theſe could be a meer facrifice 
to be offered up to God ; We were not redeemed with corrupri- 
ble rhings, as filver, and gold, but with the precious blood of 
Chriſt ; thouſands of rams, and ten thouſand rivers of oy] would 
not have ſatisfied for the fin of the World , or have madepeace, 
_ profired not in this day of wrath, for if they could, Chriſt 
hath dyed in vain, x Pet. 1.18,19, Gal. 2.21. it was neceſſary that 
he that was in the form of God, ſhould rake on him our nature, 
and become obedient to death ; or otherwiſe we muſt have pined. 
away in our iniquities , and have been for eyer expelled fromthe 
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prefence of God; hence ir was the Apoſtles. maner,and cuſtomro 
open, and alleadge, that Chrift muſt needs haveſuffered, andri- 
ſen again, 4&. 17.3. this then ſhews that we zre debters but nar 
ro the World, thar we ſhould love it , or the things thereof; Was 
it crucified for us? Or were we baptized into the name of it thax 
we (ſhould ſer our hearts, and afſeftions on it? What ingagement 
hathir laid upon us that we ſhould forſake the Lord, the formcain 
of living waters, and luft after, and hew to. aur ſelves broken 
ciſterns that can hold no water ? hath this redeemed. us from the 
curſe of the law, ardidir contribute any thing thereto? Was this 
the means by which Chriſt made peace for us, or needed he, or 
polleſſed hea grear ſhare of this, that he might do the will of God 
in order to our recovery ? look we into, and continuelooking 
into the perfett law of liberty,andthis wil be powerſul ro ftrengrh= 
en us to mortifie our members, which are on the earth... ; Thus 
the Apoſtle found it ; God forbid that I ſbexld glory fave in the croſs 
of our Lord Feſus Chrift, whereby the world is crucifeed tame, Gal. 
6.14- it was herein rendred asa dead, vile, unprofitable thing to 
him, as thatin which he could rake no delight ; in the preaching 
of this Croſs ic appeares, that without bloodſhedding there was 
no remiflion to be obtained, no peace tobe made but bythe blood 
of his Croſs, no viftory to be gotten over our enemies but thocow 
death ; how then ſhall we give our loves unto, or. fer our hearts 
upon ſuch vain things that have not profited us ? And eſpecially 
bow ſhall they chat have been baprized-into Chriſt, and therero 
were baptized into his deach C_ and waſhed into. the 
knowledge thereof, in which they ſee the, emprineſs bf alllidols, 
and thar. theſe things are nor of «be Farher bur ace v6:the world, 


| how ſhall they) ſertheir affe&ians on things on the earth, or mind 


_— things? | | 
3. Inthisalſois ſhewed unto us arich, and compleat proviſion 
of all rhings treaſured yp.in the-perſon of aur Jetfus,; obtained by 
his blood, which are infinjrely betcer: thaw whar naturally we are 
deſiring , and that which inthe injoyment. will givereftrous,; in 
which alſo he is ſhewing the emprinefs of allather things : For 
the holy Spiricin gloriſying Chriſt, therein ſhewes ro us, 2bat all 
fleſh is graſs, and the goodlineſs thereof, the glory of man to be as the 
flower of graſs ;, the graſs withereth, and the: flawer thereof faileth a- 
wa) z, riches are not for ever, but the word of the Lardeudarahb for ever, 
Ia. 40.6.8, 1 Per, 1, 18-2 4 125» _ are AE 
: 2 ures 
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ſures provided for us, and laid up in a ſure hand, and in ſeeking 
thera with the whole heart we (hail bemade partakers of them : In 
' him are unfearchable riches; Eph.3.9.All creaſures of wiſdome and 
knowledge, Cot. 2, 3. riches, and hono#-are with bim, yea durea- 
bleriches, and righteouſneſs,Pro. 8.18. C_— after him the al- 
mighcy thall be'our gold, and we fhall have filver of firength, 
Fob. 22,25. God bathgiven us"(mankind) eternal life, and this life is 
n hisSon,x Joh.5:10,11, This is that treaſure to be deſired, which 
is inthedwelling of thewiſe, in the ſeorer'placeof the moſt high, 
Pro. 21,20. The Merchandiſe whereof is better than the Metchang; fe 
ofi-ſttvet,, and tbe gain theraf-thanfine gold, &c. . Pro. 3.1315, and 
8.19. How much better is it to get wiſdom thee gold? &c, Pro.16.16. 
Man knoweth not tbe price thereof, Job. 28.12-20. Whar would it 
profic a man if he had the whole world in a day of wrath, would 
rhis ſave hinz? would this procure the forgiveneſs'of his (ins ? will 
this give peace, or make'a man: partaker of che/favour of God, 
ahd Fellowſhip with him? will ic obrain his love ? no; if 'a mar 
would give all the «ap of his houſe for love, it would utterly be 
contemned, Cant, $.7,Pro. 11.4. Zeph. 1.18. their ſilver, and their 
old ſhall not be able to deliver in the day of the Lords Wrath; 
op ſhall nor ſatisfie their ſouls, nor fill their bowels, Ez; 7.15. 
But God harh freely provided better =_y for us; in which is 
{hewn, that thoſe uncertain riches have no glory as compared with 
the glory of this durable riches 'in Chrik, this man who hath 
made peace forus, and is our peace, is more precious than fine 
gold, than rhe golden wedge of Ophir, Iſa. 13-12, He isfoin 
himſelf, 'and torhenrhar believe he'ts precious ; this is that trea- 
{urehid ina field, the which when a man hath found he hideth, 
and for joy thereof goeth; and ſelterh all that he hath, and buyes 
thar field ; counts al as dung, that he may win him, and be found 
in him, Math. 13.43-46. Phil. 3.7-9, How powerful would the 
confideration hereof be to ingage to ſer our affeCtions on things 
above, and not on'rhings'on ithe earth; C#2.*3.1,2.'Conlidering 
alſo, char as there is ſuch-an-excellency in thoſeriches which the 
Lamb hath worthily received; becauſe he was ſlain, Rev. 5.12, fo 
heis poſſeſſed of them for usgeven for us mankind;hence all are cal- 
led upon to come to the Waters, even every one that thirſterh; 
Rot onely thoſe that: are gracious thirſters, and who thirſt afrer 
more from rhe raſtes they have forehad of the graciouſneſs of the 


Lord; but ſuch alſo avare ſeeking refreſhing where ir is not ; uu 
| 4 
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ſo are reproved for laborzng for what is not bread, and ſpending their 
money for what profits not, Iſa. 55.1-6,7.* Yea our Savior on this 
round, becauſe all things are delivered to him of the Father in« 
vices all that labor, and are heavy laden ro come to him, and he 
would giyethem reſt ; in which.he ſignifies that they were ſuch as 
had nor yet reft though they lgbor'd for it; and therefore they 
were not laboring for it, or ſeeking ir where it was, and yet he 
graciouſly calls them, M-th, 11. 27, 28. and ioftrudts thoſe that 
were laboring for the mear that periſherh, to labor for-that which 
indures to eternal life, Fob. 6,27, as intimating this meat was pre- 
pared for them, and indeed the bread which he gives is his fleſh 
which he hath given for the life of the world, Fob, 6.51. ſorhar 
alſo in ſeeking after this he will give it unto them; Pro.'2.1-6. As 
he hath obtained all a into himſelf that are excellent for man= 
kind, ſohe hath given unto us aſſurance in his great, and precious 
promiſes confirmed by his blood thar every one that askerh ſhall 
receive, Math. 7.7,8. and ſuch incouragement he hath nor given 
us, that in laboring ro be rich, he will grant our defire-herein; yea 
in mercy he may ſo diſappoint, and befool us, thar we may not 
find the life of our, hands ; But if. any lack wiſdow, let him ask;it of 
God who giveth liberally to all men, and upbraids not, and it ſhall be 
given hinz, Jam. 1.5, werethis proviſion in Chriſt never ſo ſatis- 
fying, and 1nriching (as ic is iyfinicely ſo).yer- while men are ig- 
norant that ir is prepared for them before they come, and whether 
they come, orno, and ſure to be had in feeking afcer it, they con= 
rent themſelves wich their husks rather than ro rim at ſuchan un- 
certainty for ſuch things as are notyſeen; & that meſſage which comes 
to. meg by the hand of a fool cuttesb iff the feet, Pro. 26.6. it hinders 
them, and rakes off their aftetions,” aid purſuic atrce rhe rhings 
that are ſo infinitely worthy , and more to be defired than gold, 
yea than much fine gold z while fools (who conſene not, or come 
not up, to wholeſome words, even the words of our Lord and 
Savior, 1 Tim. 6.4,5. and ſo know not whether Chriſt hath dyed 
for thoſe they declare their meſſage ro, or whether God loves 
them, or there be any better things certainly prepared for them in 
Chriſt before they ſeek,and whether they (eek, or no,and (o,ſureto 
be had in ſeeking) do yet exhort men to labor to. know whether 
Chriſt dyed for them, rolabor for that meat, which induyeth to 
eternal liſe, to ge an intereſt in Chrilt, ro labor to.repent,, and 
'rura to God, _ Thie things that are. not ſeen, though excellent, 
TO ST, oo Bd lt < 
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yetareſuch as mennaturally have nodelight in, or defire after ; 
and thereforethe Holy Ghoſt, nor onely commends them to us as 
thoſe things that are principal, and moft defireable ; bur alfo, af- 
fures men that all things are ready for them ; the bread is prepa- 
red, and wine mingled, Mah. 52:48, Pro. 9.15. Iſa. 55.1 4-6. 
and affirms rhar thoſe rhar follow ying vanities forſake theirown 
mercies, looſe their own ſouls , deny the Lord that bought them, 
Forza. 2.8. Math, 16.26. 2 Pet. 2.1. andthatin coming to Chrift, 
as God is drawing them, they ſhall not be aſhamed of their hope ; 
Thar fq9'men may be incouraged upon principles of certainty, and 
rruth to feek the Lord while he may be found: ir was the confide- 
ration @ thar there was bread ocugh in bis Fathers houſe, and 
ro ſpare, that madJethe Prodigal reſolve to return to him, and no 
longer expoſe himſelfroperiſh with hunger, L»k, 15,17,18, This 
branch of the Teſtimony of Jeſus rhe Apoſtle deliver'd firſt of all 
unto the Corinthians, while -o were ſome of them thieves, co- 
verous, &c. to wir, chat Chriſt yed for their ſms, and was buri- 
ed, and roſe again the third as &c. to redeem them from this 
iniquity; and ir was powerful,for by it they were ſaved, &c, Com- 
pare, 1 Cor 6.10.11. with Chap. 15.1-3., Yea 
. He hath made ſuch proviſion in his preat and precious pro- 
miſes which are all confirmed in the blood of Chritt , and ſure to 
all the ſeed, forgiving ro us whatſoever is good for us in, and to 
ro our ſeeking after him , as is powerful, as viewed inthe Croſs of 
Chriſt , topreſerve us from covetouſneſs ; Jeſus Chriſt who was 
for a little while made lower than the Angels, that he might by 
the grace of God rafte death for every man: is now crowned with 
Brory . and honaur ; and he hath nor onely received all fricual 
ings in Heavenly things, fuch as pardon, righteouſneſs, wiſe- 
dom, eternal life; but God hath given him dominion over the 
works of his hands, and hath pur all chings under his feet, though 
yet we ſeenot all _ pur under him ; This was contained in 
the loſs of the firſt publick man, rhat having ſinned , he deprived 
himſelfof the glory of God , and fo of that dominion which God 
gave him over the works ofhis hands ; but now [eſis Chriſt hath 
reſtored thar which he rook not away, Pal. 8. 4-8. with Heb, 2. 7, 
8. The Earth is the Lord Chrift's, and the pgs thereef, Pſal. 24.1. 
with x Cor. 10. 213-26. All power 5s givento him in Heaven, and in 
Ezrmh, Math, 28. 18. Indeed this is not gloriouſly manifeſted now, 
a5 it ſhall be hereaſcer » but weby faich-may know that God hath 


put 
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put all things under his feet , Epb. 1. 21, 22. Alltbet the Faber 

bath is hes, Zh. 16. 15. and he, as thus firniſhed , harh given us 

aſſurance in his promiſes that in ſeeking him we ſhall have of chefe 

rhings what he fees needful, and good for us ; whieh promiſes are 

ſo ratified, and ſealed by his blood , thar there is no reaſon , ot 

room lefr for us , while walking in the light of the Lord, to call 
into queſtion his fairhfulneſs in performing , ſee how the Holy 
Ghoſt ſers this before us to preſerve from covetouſneſs, and from 

the praftiſe ofrhoſe that exerciſe themſelves thereto : Our Savior 
when he warns his diſciples of taking thought for their life, or 
body, he gives this inſtrution and promiſe to them, ſeek ye ficſt 

(in, and unto all things) the Kingdom of God, and his righteouſ- 
neſs, and all cheſe things (namely , whar you ſhall ear, whar you 

ſhall drink , and wherewith you ſhall be cloathed) ſhall be added 
ro you, Math. 6. 24-34. ſothe}Apoſtle ſaith, Let ; owr converſation * 
be without covetouſneſs , and be content with ſuch things as you have 

(namely as you have, prepared in Chriſt, in whom all things are yours, 
even the world , life, things preſent, 8c, x Cor. 3. 21-23. and which 
you have affared to you in his promiſes , and heis giving to you 

in his way.) Forhe hath laid , Iwvill never leave as, ren 

thee, ſorhar we may boldly ſay, the Lordis my helper 8c, Heb. 13. 

5,6. Pſal. 34 $-10, Behold the eye of the Lerd is upon them that 
fear him , upon them that hope in his mercy, ro deliver rheir ſoul 

from death , and to keeps them alive in famine, Pſal. 33.18, 19- 

ſee alſo Pſal. 37. 3, 4, 19. and 84. 10, 11. . 

He hath nor promiſed us mear for our uſt , or that he will give 
unto us ſuch accommodations as our narurall ſpiric is defiring,and 
craving , that may be hurtful for us; but whart ever he ſees we 
need to our ſeeking him he will not withhold, Yea he may bring 
his people intomany Rftraits , ſo that they may be in hunger, and 
thirſt , in faſtings , in cold , and nakedneſs , for the trial of their 
faith; and rhar they may learn tolive thelife they live inthe fleſh 
by the faith ofthe Son of God, who loved us, and'gave himſelf 
for us : But be will cauſe all things to work together for good tothem 
that love God, who are tbe called accord#ng to purpoſe, Rom, 8. 28-32= 
37 39. Yeaand he thar gave his Son in due time to dye for us un- 
godly ones, while withour ſtrength , will in duetime, and ſea- 
ſonably be mindful ofhis covenant, in giving meat to them thar 
fear him , till chey have finiſhed their courſe, P/al. 11x. 4,5. Oh 

what powerful argumentsare contain'd , and what compleat in- 
couragement 
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om _ is given to us in this word of the beginning of 
Chriſt , to ſtrengthen us to receive this admonition, viz, Jo take 
beed, and beware of covetouſneſs. __ 
..2, That men may take heed, and beware of coverouſneſs while 
. called to day., is manifeſt , in what Jeſus Chriſt is now doing, in 
his.preſent work, and office whereto the Father hath appointed 
hin ; and char both in whar he doth co us from Heaven in the 
name of the Father; and in what he doth for us in Heaven with 
the Father, in both which he is the Savior of all men,eſpecially of 
them that believe, And fo 4 
1. Jefus Chriſt who hach made peace for us by his blood ,and 
is our, peace; 'in whom dwelleth the fulneſs ofthe Godhead bodi- 
Iy, is appointed, and hereby firred to be, and is the great Apoſtle 
by whom God hath ſpoken ro us in theſe laft days, and by whom 
he ſtill ſpeaketh in his Teſtimony by his Spirjr co- our ſpirits, that 
we might know the things ſreely prepared for us, and given us in 
himſelf, that through the knowledge of ir we might be redeemed 
from the Earth ; he is the great peace-preacher, preveming every 
man in due time with ſome diſcoveries of his goodnels ; and eſpe- 
cially us, amongſt whom the Scriptures in the records thereof are 
preſerved ; Hezs the true light that lighteth every man that comedb 
anto the world ; and more advantage doth he.give.to us , upon 
whom his name is called , in opening our blind eyes in due time, 
and turning us to God from Idols,and fo ſaving us from our lins; 
For tothis end hath God appointed him to be the light , that he 
might ſave us ; for thus he ſaith , Thave given thee for alight of the 
Gemtiles, that (by this means) thow ma ſt *e for ſalvation to the ends of 
the Ezrth , A. 13. 47. The grace of God that bringeth ſalvationto 
all mez hath appeared , teaching #s , that denying ungodlineſs , and 
worldly luſts, we ſhould live ſoberly, &c, Tit, 2. 11, 12, it brings ſal- 
vation toall men in due ſeaſon,” nor finds ic in men beforehand ; 
and it is faving , not onely ic hath ſuch a tendency in ir , but alſo 
there is ſaving ſtrength accompanying ic, to ſtrengchen men ro re- 
ceive itin it's appearance,and therewith ro deny worldly luſts,&c. 
Otherwiſe how glorious ſoever the things be which Chriſt hath 
wrought, and obtained into himſelf for us, men cannot take heed, 
and beware of any thing reproved ; Fer maz is born likg a wild 
Aſſes colt, the way of peace they know nct ; they have no wiſdom 
in them; they cannot know thoſe, things, which belong to their 
peace, for they are ſpirityally diſcerned ; nor can they ſee the ini- 
0 . quity 


—_ 
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quity of covetouſueſs , biit may think ie.to be odlineſs ; every 
man by his knowledge ie brat ,and thence they have no.free» 
dom of will eo chuſe life, and refute death z'no affectionra, or de- 
fire after rhings thar are above; i (56 harhpur his ſpiricupon 
im for alight of the Gentiles, roopen 


with reproving n whom ,doth nor. his 
light- arife ? 7 | nyirice the 
world of fin, becaufe rhey believe not on Lis, hedorh 


——_ Jem, I is , | ring of his 
thitigs, and fhewing torhem; * 'batis,to:lay.,.to 
the coavinci 4. of their finfulneſs',; he ſhews om men _ "at 
Chriſt hath dyed for them, and isriſen a nd hath received 
all fulneG , and compleatneſs into bj  tharrhey 
might rut unto Jeſus Ch things, 
Ta.55. 1-5. Allthing t by 
the light ; whereforehe ſe from 
the dead, (namely from d articular- 
ly from ll filthineſs of the fle fitter root of co+ 


ſpall give thee Is SL : "ae 1=19=0< 230) 04; 2th 

or! 4 propks ; Wh receive the Ten 
mony Godharh given of his Son , he is pauring forth tus ſpirit ro 
them , and making known his-words ;. Ke js giving.to them the 
Spirit of wiſdom (ro make.them wiſe, o.hilightenthovras of 
their underſtanding) and revelation (0 reveal Chriſt further ire 
them, char chey' may count:what hqch been. fore-gainful10ahem 
as loſs for' Chrift ; Tea, that.they might All ron ag 3gh as loſy 


and dung for the excelleneyWof the kniow! dp if Chriſt , that they may 


win 
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win bim, Phil, 3. 7g. | He is rendring his blood fo precious before 
them , in fhewin heriog te ace thereby made , the vi&o! thereby 
ſroeren the! the _ thereby by comp leated = eternal redemp- 
el they Tefimen ent,and everlaſting cove- 
nant herdby led, a harheis thereby ſtill, and 
firthepowerlully DN oo thetn from their _ converſation, 
x Pet. 1.18, 19. Rev. 5.9. wit h chap. 14+ 3. He gives himſelf 
unto them, and ich 46 all things ,to deliver them from this 
perks evil re? Tg Llp a, 1. 4. Hof he dere 
ing em to't e things hexge below ; cruci to the world 
Rm. 6: 2,3: (Gal. 7 Sralling their AS oe chin s above, 
C0l.'2. 9-12. ich 73. 1,5. Krengrhning them po have their con- 
verſition in Heaven, their min {Sd affe&ions there,and 

0 


they ſet to promate the thin 5 therec even While they may , ac- 
cordin No the] EneR ng bers mb: les, be exercited az tothe out- 
ings 


ward man in the'w of thelr 854, 4ndaffuring them he 
will never Þriake.them having. ſheir Eonverſagion withqur 
coverouſneb, 


' 2. Heisalfo the great, 4 and anely. Mediator Tar the Gad and 
mc mpking. i on jon fax rravlpreſſors , that they mightbe 
yed ha rs hee thek Jud hom iniqul(y of thei jy coyetouſ- 
Ck, name ze of the trath , 1T*a, 2. 4, 5 

bet rien ariel Alioz unto their fin,could have 
= 'opplcpunyey & or being ror dry without which they ſhall have 
Set lar Chriſt ; but now through bis daily reſenting him- 
Gif ws ofhis ale Wa ered once for-all, parience,and 
Erie ne, By eof (x<praciee ada ro 


[a arbem and 
ts parteric es ue 


vg means, and firetehing 
at are greedy of gain, thatthey in hearing 
his words, es might at his xeproof, P/al. 68. 18. Prov. 1. 19-23. 
24. Iſa. 65.2, Rev. 2,20,21. Heis the Lamb of God , that takgth 
eway (in his preſent medi: ation) theſprs of the worlg , Job. I. 29. 
and 1s the propitiation for the fins of the mhole world, 1 Foh. 2. 2, 
He is praying, Father, etbetbemy Lak, 23, 34- Lird, let it alone 
this year alſe, till Tſhall dig about it, and dung it, Luc. 13. 7,8. and 
while he t odio Hh Father hears him, and it is an accep- 
rable rime, 2 Cor. 6. 1,2. the long-ſuffering of the Lord is, and is 
to be accounted falvarion : ; his <nd, "herein being, © men might 
conie Ie" be ayed, Ta. 53- 10-12; 2.Pet, 3.9.15. 
AQ, 14. 17. 2 Cor. 5 And 
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Andin an eſpecial manner he is mediating for thoſe that come 
God by him, and is therefore able ro ſave theni to the uttermoſt, 
Heb, 7. 25. without which,he were not able; he is the Mediatgr 
of the new Teſtanient that by means df death for.chetedemption - 
of the rratiſpreſſions under the fiſt Teſtament , they which are 
called might-receive the promiſe of the eternal inheritance, Heb. 
9,15. hes rakingaway , and ſo covering their fins , that God 
may be patient to them, while they continue in them , that they 
may have ſpace vouchiſifed ro come to the fountain prepared,and 
opened, for wafhing, and cleanfing, and that the ſpirit of wife 
dom, and revelation in the knowledge of Chrilt may be given to 
them continually , that through that knowledge they might flee 
from the pollutions ofthe world ; and in confeſling theit ſins, 
and turning to him, heis forgiving them in Heaven, and making 
them partakers of the forgiveneſs of their fins , and ſo mediating 
the new Teſtament in his blood , that they may be cared for ; ro 
the end they may ſeek the-Kingdom of God , and his righteouſ- 
neſs; he istheir Advocate (who is alſo the daily , and ſtanding 
propiriation for their fins) ro reach them what to pray for as they 
oughr, and how to pray, to hear their prayers, to grant their re- 
queſts, and fulfil the'defires of rheichearr; ro manage their mat- 
ters; to wath, andcleanfe them in his blood , to fubdue their ini- 
quires, fight their battels , firpply their wants, and perfe& what 
concerns them; He is a Sw, and ſheild ,' and will givegrace , and 
g/ ; and no good thing will be withbold from them that walk upright= 


" 


h, 2.1, 2. Pſal. $4, 11,13. HS WE. 

. Fo this end, that cloſe thar hear the word may be doers of 

it, and ſorake heed, and beware of coverouſhels ,. he is ſetting 
before us the things to come at the appearing of Chriſt, and in his 
kingdom 3 and theſe are propoſed to, and ſer before men gene- 
rally in the ſcriptures of truth; and of great uſefulneſs tg thole that 
belieye the Teftimony of Jeſus; and are looking to the end from 
the —_ ro ſtrengthen 'them to) have their converſation 

without carefulneſs and coverouſneſs wy ro ſay b 

- 1. Hehath prepared akingdorh for them that receive his grace 
ro purpoſe, even to the ſaving of rheir ſouls ; He will raiſe them 
again thar ſleep in ln firſt, and change the ſurviving believers, 

and they rogerher ſhall/ appear in.gfory, when Chriſt whois our” 


life ſhall appear in his glory ;. th-3 are now kingr, and priefts unto 
God, and ſhall reign on th a0ting, 


eearth, Rev. 5.10, and20:4-6, the king-" 
6 * 


dom, 


e.ea 
the nitzons, and rule them wb. red of :ron, Rev. 2.26,27.and then, 
cofypileatly bear. rhe Image of the Heveenly. jn their. bodies, 


their virlts, injojingehe harveſt of all bleſſing, of which rhey have 
given them when. he ſhall make new heavens, and anew eartli, 


1 Cor. 15.49. in being Chriſt's ups oa wad ſed, gne beires 
the, world to.come, Rom. 4.13. 


may recieve the-p 1enican 
ble ed is he. that believerh ; for; there (ha 


which God makes with us, and.giyes us aflureance of the ever- 
laſting covenant, (zz 55 - 3. with pr : Þ a. 
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zwezou the kingdom, ©(tharefore? ſell that you have ang give almer,... 
Rey Luk, 12.22+32-35, ſothe Apoſtle fairh, When chi our life 
ſhall appear, t hen ſhall ye alſo appear with him in glory ; .Mortifie there= 
fore your members that are upon the earth —covetouſneſs which is 
zdolabry; Col. 3.4,5- "He that hachſhis' hope in Chriſt, that when 
he ſhall appear weſhall belike him; &c. purifierh himſelf as heis 
ire. As Chriſt is pure In his work, waſhing, and cleanſing from 
deſires of being now manifeſted, and from mindin , and affet- 
ing the things of the world, ſo ſuch an one pray Biff daily, 
and continually he goes on ſo todo, 1 Fab. 3.1-3. how forcible 
was this bleſſed hope with the holy men in former times, to re- 
deem them from the earth, they ſaw the promiſes afar off, and 
were perſwaded of them, and embraced them (kiſſed, and cloſ- 
ed with them, as very delireable,and lovely)and (as the effe&, and 
conſequent thereof ) confeſſed that they were ftrangers, and pilgrims 
on the earth, &c. Heb.11.13.16. And by faith Moſes preferred the 
reproach of Chriſt before the treaſures of Egypt, and refuſed tobe called 
the'ſon of Pharaohs daughter ; For be bad reſpett to the recompence of 
reward, Heb. 1124-26. and if this had ſuch efficacy on them, 
when they ſaw the promiſes afar off, would ir not now rather 
crucitie us ro the world, and the World tous, were we looking to 
thoſe things nor ſeen? conſidering, that the promiſe; God made 
to the Fathers he hath fulfilled, in that be hath raiſed Chrs|t from the 
dead,in whom all the promiſes of God are. yea,& amen, A&,13.32,33- 
2 Cor. 1.20, would it not make us willing to goforth unto him. 
withour the camp, bearing bis reproach.; For we have here no con- 
tinuing City, but ( have good reaſon co), ſeek one t9 come, Heb. 13. 
3,14, Yea and eſpecially now rhe grace 'of. God doth inſtruft, 
and move us to have our converſation without covetouſnels, For 
the en1 of all things is at hand, x Per 4.7. the time is ſhort, it remain= 
eth tht both they that bave wives be as if they had noxe, (as with re- 
ſpe& ro coverouſnels, and carefulneſs, in laying up for themſelves, 
and theirs here on earth) and they that weep (for any loſs, depri- 
vation, or diſappointment in God's providences ordered rothem) 
as though they wept not ; and they that rejiyce (for any gain advan» 
rage, or increaſe) as though they rejoyced not; and they that buy (that 
they may have ſome viſible maintenance ſecured to them) as 
though they poſſeſſed not, 8c, For the faſhion of this world paſſeth a= 
way, 1 Cor. 7.29-32, Wherefore gird we uf the loynes of our mind 
(from wandring in- our defices after the things on the earth, ac 
| SES ns © ferting 
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ſetting our hearts upon them): be ſober, and hope to the end, for the 
140c What is ta be brought at the rexelation of Feſar Chriſt ; For yet a 
ittle while, and be that ſhall come, will come, and will nat tarry, now 
the juſt ſhall live by faith, 1 Pet.x.13. Hcb.20.37.38.2 Per.3.11-14. 

2. And that we may take z and beware of covetouſneſs, 
confider the terror of the Lord, againſt thoſe thar continue there- 
in, as declared inthe Goſpel. 

The Lord will be terrible unto them, ſuch as fuch ſhall not in- 
hecit een of God; let no man deceive us with vain words; 
for Mean of this the wrath of God cometh continually upowthe chil- 
dren of diſobedience tothe glorious Goſpel which comes to redeem and 
deliver from the earth, aud from baving fellowſhip with men in this 
xnfruitful work, x Cor. 6.10,11, Eph. 5.5-7; Col. 3.5,6. The day 
of the Lord will come as 8 ſnare on all them that dwell on the. face rf 
the whole earth, Luk, 21.34,35. TheLord will be very terrible ro 
ſuch in that day of-wrath; s that day ſhaHl a max caſt his idols of 
ſilver, and bis idols of gold, whichthey made each one for bimſclf, t) 
worſhip to the Moles, and tothe Batts , togo intothe clefts of the rocks, 
and into the tops of the ragged rocks, for fear of the Lord, and for the 
glory of bis Majeſty, "when be arifeth to ſhakg terribly the earth, Iſa. 2. 
16.21.. Ohletus notby following lying vanities forſake our own 
mercies; what willit profit a man to gatn the whole world, and looſe 
his own ſoul? theſe are idolaters, ad as ſuch they fhall be puniſh 
ed, their worm dyethnor, in thaclake into which they ſhall be 
caſt, and their fire is not quenched. Were ic not infinitely better 
for us now to receive the love of the truth thar we may be ſaved 
from our _—_ and idols, than expoſe our ſelves tothe wrath 


ro.come 2 Oh who knowerh the power of it ? what fpall a max . 


theo pive iz exchange for bis ſayl.? than a great ranſome cannot de- 
liver; will be eſteem thy riches, no not gold, nor all the forces of ſtrength; 
Job. 26.18,19. theſe profic not.in aday of wrath, Oh how dread- 
fl wilt icthen be, when the Son of man ſhall ay, Depart ye curſe 
ed into everlaſting fire, prepared. for the Devil, and bis angels? Forl 
was ait bungred, and.ye ggve me no meat; I was thirſty, and ye. gave 
me wadrink; I was @ ſtranger, and ye took, me not in; naked, and ye 
cloathed me not , ſick, andinpriſon, and ye viſited me not, Math.25. 
41-43. He faichnot,your heart was ſo given to your coverouſneſs, 

you foloved the world, and thethings thereof, that you defrauded 
me, and rook away from me wrongfully what was mine ; you 
were not content with that portion of earthly things that was in 


your 
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your own poſſeſſion, but youcovered mine, and took it away 
violence, and extortion,and ſo expoſed me to hunger,hicſt,cold, 
and nakednef;;no,this was not direaly laid totheircharge,cthough 
chis is frongly ſuppoſed ro, be a more grievous iniquity z bur thar 
' fox which they. are ſentenced to everlaſting de jon from the 
preſence of the Lord,ir is, that they did nor caſt their bread upon 
the waters; they withheld more than was me&,and nowit tends 
to this great poverty ; they are now left deſticure of his favour, 
and for ever.ſeparated from him , and deomed to the —_— 
of eternal _fixe z now when his poor ſervants that formerly in» 
joyed their evil rhings are comforted, thoſe who formerly injoyed 
their goad things are tormented , and ſhall be ſofor ever ; For 
there will then be ſuch a grear gulf fixed , that there is no paſling 
from that ſtate and condition to another, Lk, 16. 25. at this our 
heart may tremble, and be moved out of-place z who amongſt ns 
vill give ear tothis?, who will hearken, and-hear for the time to 
come 2? ſuch an one as thus {hurs up the bowels ofhis compaſſion 
when opened, may polſlibly by ſome men be look'r upon asan hard 
man, and as one that too much loves his money, and this may be 
deemed as a venial, or fmall offence in him ; and yet he may. paſs 
for an honeſt raan, though fomzewhat hard ; bur were it wiſely 
' conſidered, how ſuch wil hereafier be proceeded againſt,it would, 
as viewed in Chriſt (in whom there is now forgiveneſs, and elean- 
ling, and power to deliver from the wrath ro come) be powerkul 
ro awaken us toquit our ſelves from this iniquity. | | 

- Wharhath been ſaid, in ſhewing that we may take heed , and 
beware of covetouſneſs, and by what means we may do it, may be 
of uſefulneſs tous, — 43 | 

Uſe. 1. To ſhew unto us the precioufneſs of the blood of Chriſt, 
in irs vertue,and in ir's diſcovery for redeeming us,z Pet.x.3,19. 
As thar is it whereby forgiveneſs is procured, peace made , ſpiric 
xeceived, greatand precious promiſes confirmed, erernal life,and 
redemption obtained ; ſo the diſcovery, and application thereof 
is thar whereby he.doth waſhus from our fins, Rev, 1.5. 1 Fob. x, 
7.redeem us unto God from the Earth, and from omongh men, 
Rev, 5: 9. and 14.4, 5. purges from dead works , as well as from 
thoſe that are deadly, to ſerve theliving Gad, Heb, g. 14. 

2. Itſhews unto us the ceaſon why weare not waſhed from this 
filchineſs of coveronſneG, namely, becauſe we come not unto, and 
are not obedient to the blopd ofſprinkliog , z Pet, 1,24 Epb. 5. 6. 
for 
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For were we-obedient thereto, it would fave us ; and if we donot 
thus experimentiit, ler us judge our ſelves , and ſearch,, and try 
'our ways; for certainly 'we have been wandring out bf rhe way of 
ery bro ; 13 Cor. 15.-2.' 1 Theſ. x. 9, 10.' 'Ob thox who ar: 
named the bouſtof *Facobis the ſpirit of the Lordftraitned ? are theſe 
bis doings ? do not my words do geod to bim that walketh uprightly ? 
Mica, 2. 257. ' Fr Ts 
(11! $s Lox'ls inftru& and gage us to give more earneſt heed to 
therhivgs which' God hath reſtified of his Son : in 'what he harh 
done,andis become: inwhit he is now doing: and inwhat he will 
do,and (o let us receive,ant walk inthe ſpirir,minding rhe chings 
of the ſpicir and we ſhall not fulfil the luſts of the fleſh, Gal. 5.16. 
this is our victory, even our faith; who is he that overcometh the 
world, burhe thar believerh thar Jeſus is the Son of God? rx Fob, 
5.'4, 5. itis onely through the ſpirit we may mortify the deeds of 
the body, Rom, 8. 33.icis good for usro know , that a man is not 
juſtified by the works of the law, but by the faith of-Chrift (the word of 
faich , in which he is now manifeſted to be the foundation, and 
obje& of faith , as formerly he was not) that we may believe in 
Jeſus Chriſt, that we may be juſtifyed, (and cleanſed alſo, as ju- 
tified ſometimes fignifies ; as Dar. 8: 14.) by the faich of Chriſt, 
and not by the works of thelaw ; for by the works of the law ſhall 
720 fleſh be juſtified, Gal.2.16. That we may therefore flee covetouſs 
neſs, confider we, and remember what God hath given us in 
Chrift , and the hope ſer before us , ro be poſſeſſed , and injpyed 
when he ſhall appear in glory , and wait through the 1rd ho 
Pare Chriſt) Keck hope of Gods righteouſneſs through faith; 
ſhall we meer with his Divine power for delivering us from 
every parh of the deſtroyer, Col. 3. 3-5. Gal. 5.5. And to ingage 
usto take heed, and beware of coverouſneſs,ler us briefly confider 
the motive here laid down by our Savior , to ſeal home this cau- 
tion z. For a nian's life confiſts not in the abundance of the things whith 
bepaſſeſſeth ; From whence we noted | my 
- 3. Thar the conſideration of this , that a man's life conſifteth 
not inthe abundance of the things which he poſſeſſech,is alſo pro- 
per , as viewed in the glorious Goſpel to move t&$ to'teceive this 
admonition, vis. totake heed; and beware ofcoverouſneſs. 

By [the abundance of the things which be poſſeſſeth] is here meant, 
the things of chis preſent world, asappears , in'thar iris ſaid, s 
#14n, as 4.man , poſleſſeth them; and by rhe parable _ our 
avior 
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Savior preſently joyns unto this Caveat, Lk, 12, 16-18, the things of 
the Earth,& which hepoſſeſſeth here on Earth,as diſtinguiſhed from what 
is laid up in Heaven, in the morions; and reaching ofhis,grace. | 

And by [4 man's life] is meant, thar life which he batl'as a may , or 
which is poper ro him as a man, as diſtinguiſhed from thar life which 
God hath prepared for men, and given them in Chrtft ; this is the re- 
cord , that God bath given to us (mMkind) eternal life ; and this life is in 
his Son, 1 Fob. 5. 10, 11. and which life he is giving with Chriſt ; ſo 
as in finding him we ſhall find, and be made partakers of it.; in which 
is contained the forgiveneſs of our ſins, and the favor of God, and fel- 
lowſhip with him; which is now given through the knowledge of him; 
our Savior here ſpeaks nor of this life., nor 1s this man's life as a man, 
or Son of Adam , but obtained , and treaſiued up for us in the ſecond 
Man , thelaſt Adam; this is called the life of God, Eph. 4. 18. which he 
hath givenus in, an1 is giving us with his Son, and making him par- 
taker of ir by faith that receiverh him; had our Savior ſaid, eterzal life, 
or the life of God conſiſts not herein , many would have been ready to 
ſay, they know that well enough , who yet are given to coverouſneſs, 
and ſo are idolaters, and rejoyce,and truſt in theſe things, as if eternal 
life conſiſted in them ; But here he deſcends ſo low , in afſerting the 
emptineſs,& unprofirableneſs of man's abundance,as that he may ſhew 
thar the thoughts of man, yea and of the wiſe alſo are very vain. 

For what man is there that doth not ſecretly think that his life con- 
fiſts in the abundance of the things which he injoyeth ; but iris not ſoz 
his life , his natural life which is given to him through the Mediator, 
and which God doth preſerve during his pleaſure by his bleſſing of 
meat, and drink to him (for man lives not by bread alone , but by every 
word that proceeds aut of hic month, and by his gracious protection, rbis 
conſiſts nor in the abundauce of the things which he poſleſſech, Thar is 

1. As life,and tolive, ſignifies in Scripture,a comfortable being, and 
injoying chearfulneſs, and gladneſs (as 1 Sam. 25. 6. ſoin an higher 
ſenſe the word is uſed, x Theſ. 3. 8. ſoa man's life conſiſts not therein ; 
a man lives never a whit the more merrily; this is that which men (at 
leaſt) think to be in abundance; they think it will make their lives 
comfortable ; they propoſe to themſelves a great deal of contentment 
in having an abundance,and therefore they defire,and luſt after ir,and 
labor to berich in themſelyes, and they ſay, or will ſay, Eat,drinkgaud 
be merry, as he in the parable, Lzk. 12, 19, but they never come atitz 
it makes not their preſent life comfortable, and joyous, For f 

x. Thereis no ſatista&ion in theſe things ; b that lovith (lver ſhall 
nt be ſatisfied with ſilver ; nar be that loves dates with 4ncreaſe,Eccl, 
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5. 10, the appetite, or defire,is not filled ; but he ill cryes, Groezgive; 
he covert greedily all the Hay long , Eccl, 6, 7. Pro. 21. 26. and fo is like 
the troubled ſea that cannotreſt; ſurely every man: walks fh a vain 
ſhew,ſurely they are difquietedin vain;he heaperh up{contiuually,lec) 
P(al. 39. 9. while they ſeek for reſt in theſe things, their defire is inlar- 
ed as Hell, and they cannot be ſagsfied ; this is nor onrreſt , becauſe 
ir is pollured,ir is not bread,and therefore ir will not ſarisfie, Iſ2.55.2. 
Mica. 2. 10. Chriſt onely is the reſt where the weary may find reſt ; 
but the abuifFance of theſe _ givenoreſt,and ſothe life cannor be 
comfortable: he is ſtill wiſhing fo r,and deſiring more ; and ſuch is the 
way of every one that is greedy of gain, thar ic takes away the life (the 
comfort of the life) of the owners thereof , Prov, x, 19, and from the 
greedineſs of gain they are led ro much ſore travel, and labor , that 
* ritey may increaſe to themſelves, and more load themſelves with thick 
| clay; it is aloading themſelves indeed , for it is an heavy burden to 
them, fills them with trouble,grief, and much diſquietment,and vexa- 
tion ofſpirir , Heb. 3. 6. yea, though at ſometime they may laugh, 
and rejoyce,yet iris but as the crackling of thorns under a por,appears 
great , butir is yaney gone; Y:a #n _— the beart may be ſorrows 
ful ; andiheendofthat mirth is heavineſs; Eccl. 2, 2, and 7. 6. Pro, I 4» 
13. it is the word of Chriſt kept in rhe midſt ofthe heart that is life to 
thoſethat find it,and health to all their fleſh ; and though all the days 
of the afflition of ſuch is evil; yet be rhat is of a merry heart, bath s con« 
$61711ual feaſt , Pro. 4. 20-22, and 15. 15, he then that will love life , and 
ſee good days (liye chearfully, and comfortably ; ) let him (nor labor to 
berich , ty) refrain bis tongue from evil , and bis lips that theyſpeak no 
puile , let bim eſchery evil , and do good, "let bins ſeek, peace , and enſue it, 
' Era 320;,1h, © 
"Y As ſuch an ones life , or living comfortably conſiſts not in his 
abundance ; becauſe while he ſeeks reſt therein , he ſtill defires after, 
and labors for more, and ſo diſquiets himſelf in vain : fo alſo he meers 
with much vexarion in bethinking how to ſecure to himſelf what he 
hath gotten , like this rich manin the parable , Luk, 12. 17,18. he 
thought within himſelf, ſaying , What Hu Ido, becauſe Thave no rocm 
where to beſtow my fruits f and be ſaid, this will T do, Twill pull down my 
barns, and build greater,&c, All his days are forrows,and bis travelgricf , 
Tee bis heart taketh no reſt in the night, Eccl 2.23, The ſleep of a laboring 
man is (weet, whether he eat little,or much , but the abundance of the rich 
will not ſuffer bim to ſleep, E:cl.5,12,they are now caring hew they ſhall 
lay up what they have, ſoas to ſecure it ;or how they may let irour, 
or !2y ir out ſafely,or to greateſt adyantage;and full of fears, leſt rhieves 
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ſhould break through , .and ſteal ; or leſt thoſe ia whoſe hands thy 
| havediſpoſed ic ſhould be impoveriſhed,and break, and they fooſe alt; 
or when troubles are-in the Earth,and God orders judgetnents of war, 
and (word,leſt all ſhould be taken away by violence fromthem;all his 
days he caterh tn darkneſs, and afflition; many ſoirows, cates; #nd' 
feares attend theabundance here poſſeſſed, and injoyedzand ſo a man's 
life, the comfort of ir, conſiſts nor herein, Becl. 514-17: 
3- Yea, God diſtributerh ſorrows alſo, and is ordering ſorrow,and 
wrath to them with their ſickneſs , while they poſſeſs their abundance, 
and arenot laying it up in Heaven according ro the inftru&tions ofhis 
grace, E:ct. 5, 14-17. and this to a gracious end, while called ro day, 
thatthey might ſeek after that treaſure hid in Chriſt; and make them- 
ſelves friends of the Mammon of unrighteouſneſs. To the ſinner (to 
thoſe that erre , and miſs the way , wander out of the way of under< 
ſtanding , and ſo miſs the mark) he giveth travel, to gather , and 
tro heap up, &c. Eccl; 2.26, - - 
2. Andas by man's life may be meant the preſervation , and contt- 
nuance of ir, ſoit conſiſts not in the abumdance bf rhe rhings which he 
poſſeſſerh z this will nor prolong his days upon the Earth z Yea, on 
the contrary, as the Proverb ſaith, He that hateth covetowſneſs ſhall tis 
long bis days, Prov. 28, 16, which of you (Girh our Savior): by taking 
thought, can add one cubit to bis ftature,or age? Math: 6. 27. Neamany. 
times ſuch ſhorten theirlives, and dye before their time. 'Somertmes 
more directly , as the fruir 0:'theie delighting intheif abundance , in - 
ſeeking toadd co what they have by their labors, cares, and breaking 
their reſt, and fleep, and adventuring themſelves into danger when 


an advantage is pur into their hands for increafing to themſelves, and 
that wag tnake fure their ufncertain-riches, and by many fears occaſio» 


ned ro them they bring themſelves co untimely ends, and ſhorten their 
days; ſuch ir the way of every onethat is greedy of gains which taketh away 
the lfe of the owners thereof , Prov, 1.19. and however God is pro 
voked , when men harden their hearts againſt his grace, and there- 
proofs of inſtruction, fometimes ro order, and permit violent perfors 
to rake away: theirlives, and they dye imlamented , asir was wi 

Jeb #4kim , Ter, 22, 17+19, or himſelftotake them away by ſickneſs; 
and wrath with {ickneſs ordered ro them, Eccl. 5. 17. and their _ 
dance will nor remove his harfd from off them, though they haye 
been truſting intheic abundance, and pleaſing themſelves that they 
can procure ſuch means, and Phyſicians as may recover them; yer if 
t will not withdraw his hand, the proud helpers muſt foop wider 
tim; behold he taketh away,who can hinder him? wh will tay unto 
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him what doek thou ? they heicher theic gold, nor their ſilver ſlinhi be) 
able.ro deliverthem ; beis,s God that re(; Heth not perſons , no1taketh'! 
reward, Fob. 9. 124,13. Dent, 10: 17. Ezek, 7.19, orhe may takethem 
away ſuddenly, and depriveghem of opportunity of ſeeking help any; 
wherezas.it was with chis rich man; Thox fool, this night thy ſoul ſhalt be) 
taken away from thee; he accepts not the perſons of Princes , nor re 
gards the rich(who have abundance in their poſſeſſion)more than rhel 
poor ; for they are all the work of his hands : in a moment ſhall they: 
dye, and the people fhall be troubled ——— and paſs away, 
and the mighty, ſhall be taken away without hand, Fob, 34- 19,20. - 
Oh thar ir mighr þe chen of this uſe to 1s/, to take heed and beware 
of coyeroulae(s ,. ſeeing neither the comfort , nor continuance. of a 
mans life confiſteth in poſſeſſing of an abundance; and'if it be not 
able ro do. that which is the leaſt , and thar which every one propc 
fech co himſelf in deficing , and laboring for it, how then. cAn ir do 
what is greateſt? if a man's life conſiſts not herein , ſurely much leſs 
doth eternal life. conſiſt herein : 0h then let ns not Labor for this meat 
thatperiſheth ,; but for that which indgreth to eternal life, which the Son 0 
of man will give untous, for bim-bath God the Father ſealed. Let us 
not ſeek what we ſhall eat , or what weſhall drink , nejther let usbe' 
of doubtful mind ; For all rheſe things do the nations of the work: 
ſeek after, and our Father knoweth we have need of theſethings; 
butler us rather ſeck the Kingdom of God , and all theſe things ho 


- be added tous; Andthat we, may have qur. converſation. withou 


covetouſneſ, and carefulneſs , and caſt our cares upon him , oh letu 
feed upon the fleſh of Chriſt , as given for thelife of the world , thi 
will ſtrengthen thereto. | | 
Remember , aud cuuſider his inhnite love in appointing him by 
grace totaſte dearlyfor every man , and the preciouſneſs of his blood 
in the vertue whereofhe is raiſed , and glorified ; this we (hall find 
powerful to ingage,and ſtrengthen us to ſeek thoſe things above,to ſel 
our affeftions on things above, not on things on the Earth ; and f 
to diſpoſe our way , that Godin all things may be glorified through 
Jeſus Chriſt , tro whom be praiſe , and dominion for ever , au 
ever, Amen, | *.3 | 
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